
The 2022 Edmonton Oilers Playoffs Mega 50/50 was an enormous success thanks
to the support of fans across Alberta!

Inspired by the Oilers Playoffs Ambassador and friend, Ben Stelter, the Oilers
Playoff Mega 50/50 for Round 1 benefitted Kids with Cancer and the Alberta
Cancer Foundation. Click here to watch a video of Ben’s time with the Oilers and
the impact he had on the team.

The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation (EOCF) is dedicated to making
access to sport possible for kids and growing the game of hockey at the
grassroots level, and this was the focus for Round 2 of the Oilers Playoffs Mega
50/50. With millions invested in support of youth hockey programing to date, the
EOCF is committed to continued support for youth sports and hockey
programming, with a goal to increase participation of under-represented groups in
our community.

The Oilers Playoffs Mega 50/50 Western Conference Final was in honour of our
dear friend, the late Joey Moss. EOCF teamed up with Special Olympics
Edmonton, Edmonton Down Syndrome Society and Winnifred Stewart Association
to honour the legacy of this beloved Oilers icon. From 1984 until 2021, Joey
worked as an Oilers Dressing Room Attendant and was the team's most vocal
superfan. He was born with Down syndrome and became a community role
model, helping to change the perception of intellectual impairments through his
passion, spirit and perseverance.

The EOCF has given away over five hundred prizes this season to winners from all
around Alberta. Congratulations to this year’s EOCF 50/50 Winners!

Thank you, Oil Country, for your continued support!

The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation has teamed up with Right To Play on
gender equality programs for Indigenous youth. Together, a ball hockey program
with NHL endorsement was developed, which is now known as Breaking the Ice.

Nine youth workers from five Alberta partner communities convened at Rogers
Place in April 2022 for a Right To Play training opportunity. Right To Play's
program staff assisted the organization in developing a ball hockey program
suited to the requirements of children and youth over the course of four days.
Oilers Alumni Ian Herbers (current Head Coach, University of Alberta Golden
Bears hockey team) and Dallas Ansell (Assistant Coach, University of Alberta
Golden Bears) shared their hockey knowledge with the nine participants.

Breaking the Ice will provide a secure, inclusive atmosphere for Indigenous youth
to learn from one another, develop skills and have fun. Indigenous adolescents
will learn the significance of gender equity, including the hurdles to participation
that girls face and how males can be better allies, over the course of twelve
sessions guided by youth workers, all while being active and healthy by playing
ball hockey together.

In the month of May, Evander Kane and his teammates rallied together to donate
$50,000 to Easter Seals Alberta. Their donation will go directly to families who
require personal assistance or specialized equipment for their children. Easter
Seals' mission is to provide services that foster inclusion, independence and
recreation for individuals with disabilities and medical conditions. Thank you to
the Edmonton Oilers Players for stepping up to support their community!

Additionally, since joining the Oilers, Evander Kane has scored three hat tricks,
leading to the donation of over 1,350 hats to vulnerable populations in Edmonton.
The hat trick hats were donated to Hope Mission, Mustard Seed, Boyle Street and
the Bissel Centre. 

In 2015, Edmonton Oilers forward Luke Gazdic shaved his locks and beard to
support his friend, Avena Coughlin (who did the honours), a nine-year-old
Albertan hockey player battling leukemia. Nine years later, with Avena now 16
years old, the two reunited to reflect on that experience, catch up on Avena’s life
to date and help create awareness for the Kids with Cancer Society through the
50/50 program.

For 43 years, the Kids with Cancer Society has provided community assistance to
children with cancer and their families. The Kids with Cancer Society, which is
entirely funded by donations, offers over 50 programs and services to Alberta
families from the time of diagnosis through treatment, survivorship and beyond.
With your support in the EOCF 50/50, we can help amazing kids like Avena.

Check out the heartfelt reunion here. 

She is the best teammate the Oilers could ask for. On May 12, the Edmonton
Oilers Community Foundation-sponsored dog, Flex, celebrated her first birthday.

Flex is from Dog with Wings Assistance Dog Society and is in training to become a
service animal for people in need. Upon the completion of the Dogs with Wings
Dog Assistance Program, Flex will hopefully become a certified Assistance Dog,
changing lives for those in need and leaving an ever-lasting impact within the
community.

Happy Birthday, Flex! 

On March 26, 2022, the Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation hosted a 50/50
night presented by Waterloo and Freedom Ford in Support of Alberta Registered
Nurses Educational Trust (ARNET). During the Nursing Research Breakfast in May,
the EOCF presented ARNET with a cheque for $120,109. This donation will help
support specialty nursing certification courses, degree-level studies, conferences
and workshops related to nursing practice. ARNET is a Canadian registered charity
established in 1984, providing educational support to Alberta Registered Nurses
and Nurse Practitioners.

Watch the cheque presentation here.

On Friday May 20, Oilers defenseman Darnell Nurse was selected as one of three
finalists for the 2021‑22 King Clancy Memorial Trophy. The annual award is
presented "to the player who best exemplifies leadership qualities on and off the
ice and has made a noteworthy humanitarian contribution in his community".
Darnell was nominated alongside Anaheim Ducks forward Ryan Getzlaf and New
Jersey Devils defenseman P.K. Subban.

As an ambassador for Free Play for Kids, Darnell helps provide marginalized
children – many of whom are refugees, new Canadians or Indigenous youth –
with the opportunity to play sports in a safe, accessible and inclusive
environment. He also gives kids from Edmonton's most socially vulnerable schools
the opportunity to attend an Oilers game and meet him afterward. Darnell also
serves as an ambassador for Right To Play, which aims to protect, educate and
empower children to rise above adversity through the power of sport.

Congratulations to Darnell on his nomination and for his continued work in the
Edmonton Community.

The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation would like to give stick taps to the
Edmonton Oil Kings – your 2022 WHL Champions! The Edmonton Oil Kings won
their third Ed Chynoweth Cup in the last 11 years, shutting out the Seattle
Thunderbirds 2-0 in Game 6 of the championship series on Monday, June 13.
During their impressive postseason run, the Oil Kings punched their ticket to the
Memorial Cup, which was held June 20-29 in Saint John, N.B.

The Edmonton Oil Kings’ season came to an end on June 24 when they dropped a
4-2 decision to the Hamilton Bulldogs in their final game of the round-robin at the
2022 Memorial Cup. 

Congratulations to the Edmonton Oil Kings on an incredible season! 

About the Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation

The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation is committed to philanthropic
leadership in order to build healthy, vibrant, and safe communities, and it is
continuing its long tradition of giving back. Since 2001, the Foundation has
donated over $66 million to over 2,900 charities, community groups, and minor
hockey programs across Oil Country, thanks to the generosity of our valued
hockey fans, Oilers players and alumni, the EOCF Board of Directors, OEG
employees, and the Katz Family. For more information, visit OilersFoundation.ca


