Welcome to the Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation
Monthly Newsletter!
We are committed to providing our supporters with regular updates on how we
are investing funds into our community.
The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation (EOCF) is a registered charity
dedicated to improving the quality of life in Edmonton and the region, while
making our communities better and fostering a culture of giving back.
Our activities, programs and funding decisions are focused on the following:
Programs aimed at those most vulnerable in our community, especially in
Edmonton's downtown;
Youth hockey programming with a goal to increase participation of underrepresented groups in our community.

SEE VIDEO ABOUT THE EOCF »

The EOCF is once again proudly
supporting Hockey Fights Cancer to
tackle hockey’s most important fight.
Please join us in the fight by
purchasing your 50/50 tickets during
the March 12 game against the
Ottawa Senators.

Upcoming 50/50 Game Nights:
Monday, March 8 vs Ottawa
Wednesday, March 10 vs Ottawa
Friday, March 12 vs Ottawa
Saturday March 13 vs Vancouver

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE RE/MAX ONLINE 50/50 RAFFLE »

THANK YOU Albertans for your continued support of the RE/MAX Online 50/50
raffle. The EOCF hosted two special nights in February in honour of Oilers legends
John Muckler and Joey Moss. We were overwhelmed by your support and a
substantial amount of funds was raised for some key community partners who
continue to do life-changing work.
The Mustard Seed will use the net funds raised through the February 2nd 50/50
raffle to continue to support those in need through increased emergency
assistance services, including food, shelter and basic care.
"The Mustard Seed remains committed to being there for anyone in need by
providing emergency food, shelter and basic assistance while helping rebuild lives
back to wholeness and independence. These funds will be used to provide direct
support to anyone in need and enable us to begin the much needed upgrades to
our programs and facilities throughout our downtown hubs."
- Dean Kurpjuweit, Executive Director
The Mustard Seed Edmonton

THE MUSTARD SEED EDMONTON »

Joey Moss had close ties to Special Olympics Edmonton, Edmonton Down
Syndrome Society, and the Winnifred Stewart Association, who were all recipients
of the proceeds from the February 15th 50/50 Raffle.
The Edmonton Down Syndrome Society will use the funds raised through the
Oilers 50/50 raffle to continue with the first-rate programming they have at the
Joey Moss Literacy Centre for Excellence. Throughout the pandemic, families have
benefitted from the virtual services their reading coaches have been providing
and when it’s safe to return to in-person sessions, they look forward to taking
this program back out to the communities they serve in Alberta.

THE EDMONTON DOWN SYNDROME SOCIETY »
The Winnifred Stewart Association will use the funds they receive to continue
Joey's legacy of advocating for employment and other meaningful opportunities
for people with developmental disabilities by raising awareness about inclusive
employment, fostering employment & entrepreneurship opportunities; and
supporting employment programs for people with developmental disabilities
throughout Alberta.

THE WINNIFRED STEWART ASSOCIATION »
Special Olympics Edmonton will use dollars raised from the night to go directly
back into programs and events that support athletes with intellectual disabilities.
Their post-game tweet below says it all – we are all extremely proud of how
Albertans continuously answer the call to help build up our communities
and support our most vulnerable populations.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS EDMONTON »

This winter, twenty-five community leagues in Edmonton received a grant from
the EOCF to help maintain their outdoor rinks. Here is a wonderful letter from the
president of the Caernarvon Community League about the impact of the grant.
“On behalf of Caernarvon Community League, one of the many recipients of the
Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation Grants, I wanted to offer our sincerest
thanks and share with you the impact that your Grant will have on our
Community.
Like many Leagues, last November found the Caernarvon Board in its monthly
Zoom Room, discussing whether having winter ice would be feasible. We had less
than $40K in the bank and a bunch of outstanding invoices yet to be paid
(ironically enough, from our summer rink rebuild project), and no hall rental or
AGLC funding on the horizon. Our treasurer outlined a budget to put in and
maintain the two ice surfaces and employ our rink attendant, and I outlined the
restrictions we were facing due to COVID. Both were, in a word, dire. Despite
this, one by one, our board members said words to the effect: "What are we here
for, if not to give the community a place to skate this winter? We have to do it,
this year of all years." I had never been so proud! And scared. I really, really
didn't want to be the first President to bankrupt the League.
Our rink attendant Dean agreed with our Board, and asked if he could open the
rink 7 days a week (um, yes). He is an incredibly dedicated and communityminded person; he makes great ice and keeps everyone safe and happy. We are
lucky to have him. Your Grant will allow us to keep Dean for the whole season,
through to the spring thaw (when we hired him in November, we told him the
season might be cut short due to our dwindling funds).
Dean also keeps our stats. Last year, Caernarvon had slightly more than 300
skaters during the entire winter season. So far this year, we have already had
over 1800.
With your Grant, we have purchased new hockey nets and put skate trainers into
the hands of young skaters (Caernarvon has lots of newcomer families who are
learning how to be active in the winter). I've been able to offer our ice to our
neighbouring schools, and the teachers are falling over themselves for the
opportunity to get their kids - and themselves - out of the classroom and moving.
With appropriate sanitizing protocols in place, folks are able to access skates ondemand at the rink, and next winter, we're looking forward to working with
schools to identify families who will benefit from a season-long skate loan.
To sum up, thank you, thank you, thank you for helping Community Leagues
keep our ice rinks open this year. We are helping our community stay sane in a
crazy year, and nurture a love of skating and winter sport. As such, the impact of
your generosity is not only immediate, but will be felt for years to come.”
Jennifer Schell
President, Caernarvon Community League

The Edmonton Oilers Community
Foundation is currently accepting
applications for funding until March 10,
2021. If you know of a registered
charity that would be eligible for
funding please share the link below.

FUNDING REQUESTS »

This month, we’re giving “stick taps” to Taryn Barry (Director of Hockey) and the
entire crew at Free Play for Kids – an amazing charitable organization that
provides after school programming for vulnerable kids, giving them the
opportunity to play in a safe, accessible, and inclusive environment at no cost to
them or their families. Free Play for Kids was a recipient of a $50,000 grant from
the EOCF to help support the after school club for 4,000 kids in Edmonton with a
portion of the funds going towards building and maintaining ice at Homesteader
Rink in northeast Edmonton for their Free Hockey program. In celebration of
Hockey Day in Canada on February 13th, a group of Free Play for Kids
participants stepped out on the ice at Homesteader Rink alongside Oilers Alumni,
Shawn Belle and Joaquin Gage. Stick Taps to Free Play! Keep up the great work!

FREE PLAY FOR KIDS »

About the Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation
The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation is dedicated to building strong,
vibrant and safe communities by demonstrating philanthropic leadership and
continues its deep legacy of giving back. Thanks to the generosity of our valued
hockey fans, Oilers players and alumni, the EOCF Board of Directors, Oilers
Entertainment Group (OEG) employees and the Katz Family, the Foundation has
contributed over $43 million to more than 2,900 charities, community groups and
minor hockey programs across Oil Country since 2001. For more information,
visit OilersFoundation.ca

