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First Star
Victor Rask (1g)

Second Star
Matt Calvert (2g)

Third Star
Gabriel Landeskog (1g)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 44

Power Play: 0-2

Penalty Kill: 1-2

Faceoffs: 53%

Minnesota

Shots: 33

Power Play: 1-2

Penalty Kill: 2-2

Faceoffs: 47%
 

Avalanche Schedule
Saturday, Dec. 28
Game at Dallas - 5 p.m. MT

TEAM NOTES
Colorado began its seventh back-to-back set of the season and is now 5-2-0 
in the first game of consecutive night sets in 2019-20.

Friday night’s game was the third of five meetings between the Wild and the 
Avalanche this season. Colorado is 1-2-0 against Minnesota with the remain-
ing two contests of the series in St. Paul on Feb. 9 and March 23.

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Nathan MacKinnon’s second-period goal was his 458th career point, moving 
him into a tie with Paul Stastny for fifth place in Avalanche history (since 1995-
96) in points. MacKinnon and Stastny are tied for ninth in franchise history in 
points. 

Cale Makar returned to the lineup and registered an assist to give him 29 
points (8g, 21a) this season. He is the fifth defenseman in NHL history to pro-
duce 29 or more points through his first 30 career regular-season games. He 
joins Harry Cameron (23g, 15a, 38p), Larry Murphy (5g, 27a, 32p), Mark Howe 
(12g, 17a, 29p) and Brian Leetch (7g, 22a, 29p).

Ian Cole (1a) now has points in three straight games, his second three-game 
point streak of the season (also: Oct. 16-19).

Matt Calvert recorded his third multi-goal game of the season and second in 
his last three outings.  

With two assists tonight, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare now has four points (2g, 
2a) in his last two contests.

Joonas Donskoi’s eight shots is a new career high, surpassing his previous 
best of six (3x - last: Nov. 7 vs. Nashville).

Valeri Nichushkin extended his point streak to three games and has tallied 
four points (1g, 3a) in that span. It’s the third time this season that Nichushkin 
has recorded points in three or more consecutive games, the first time since 
his rookie campaign in 2013-14 that he has three point streaks of that length.

QUOTES
Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog
On Tonight’s Game: “The first 10 minutes of the game were probably as bad 
as any this year. We just kept turning pucks over. Obviously we get out of the 
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first with a tied hockey game and I think really in the second we started taking over. We weren’t getting reward-
ed for our chances but we kept going. We eventually had a one-goal lead with 10 minutes to go in the game. 
Again, it’s a couple of defensive breakdowns on both of those goals to give them the lead in a span of a couple 
minutes. Yeah, it sucks.”

On Playing Against Dallas Tomorrow: “It’s another division game that’s important and obviously a team that’s 
playing well the last couple of months. Yeah, it’ll be a good test for us. I mean we do it numerous times every 
year. Obviously it sucks losing the first time in a back-to-back. You’d rather go in feeling good, but it’s another 
chance for us to be back on the right side of things and forget about this one quick and learn from it and move 
on.”

Colorado LW Matt Calvert
On The First Period: “I thought we were sleeping a little. You know, obviously coming off Christmas break as 
leaders, we got to have our team ready and we weren’t. I make a big mistake on their second goal, I let my guy 
go, it’s stuff like that. We have a standard around here and you got to have your guys. We just made too many 
mistakes tonight.”

On The Avs’ Performance: “Bad habits. Obviously, you’re coming off a break. We finished off Vegas so well after 
two rough games at home that we basically gave away in the last 10 minutes of the game, and then we have a 
great effort in Vegas. Obviously the score is one thing, but we were happy with our game all around – how we 
defended, how we cared, our good habits. Tonight, they weren’t there and we got to find that by tomorrow in 
Dallas.”

Minnesota D Brad Hunt
On The Team’s Resilience: “I think that’s how we’ve approached the whole season. I think no matter what hap-
pens, everyone sticks together in here and we don’t give up. You can see it tonight, they’re a great hockey team 
but I think we played the way we wanted to play and obviously we came out on top. It was a good game.”
 
On Tonight’s Game plan: “That’s one thing we talk about all the time is getting pucks deep and behind their D 
and getting on the forecheck. That’s, I think, when we’re successful and just keeping things simple. The guys 
did a great job and obviously it was a whirlwind of a day, but we did a great job. It feels great to win.”
 
Minnesota C Eric Staal
On Tonight’s Game: “Back and forth, just resilient. I mean it’s kind of the way we’ve been for this whole first 
half of the year. To give up goals there the last minute both periods and still come back and continue to play 
and just stay even keeled it’s a credit to a lot of guys in our room. Big win against a division team and just try 
to keep going.”
 
On Minnesota C Victor Rask: “It’s great, he’s played real well. I’ve said this before, I feel like guys are in roles 
they’re comfortable in and we’re gaining confidence in those roles. You know, he’s not playing tons of minutes 
but he’s playing effective minutes and I think we’ve got a lot of guys that are like that. Even our line, it’s not like 
we’re out there every second shift but when we’re out there being effective, and I think that’s the calling of our 
group. We’ve got guys in roles that are committed to just helping our team win we’re getting that and want to 
keep going.”


