
POSTGAME NOTES & QUOTES
COLORADO AVALANCHE 3, BUFFALO SABRES 0

MARCH 9, 2019

First Star
Nathan MacKinnon (1g, 2a)

Second Star
Philipp Grubauer (18 svs)

Third Star
Mikko Rantanen (1g)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 43

Power Play: 1-3

Penalty Kill: 1-1

Faceoffs: 62%

Buffalo

Shots: 18

Power Play: 0-1

Penalty Kill: 2-3

Faceoffs: 38%
 

Avalanche Schedule
Sunday
March 10, 2019 — 11 a.m.
Practice at Family Sports

TEAM NOTES
The Avalanche wrapped up its 2018-19 series against Buffalo, finishing 
2-0 and outscoring the Sabres by a combined score of 9-1. Colorado 
has won three straight contests against the Sabres and 14 of its last 17 
in the series.

The Avs have won a season-best three consecutive games at home 
and are 5-0-1 over their last six outings at Pepsi Center.

Colorado is 15-9-6 against the Eastern Conference this season, includ-
ing a 8-4-2 record at home.

The Avalanche is 5-4-2 overall in afternoon contests this season and 
2-2-0 on home ice.

The Avs’ three shots allowed in the second period matches a sea-
son-best (3x - last: Dec. 4 vs. New York Rangers, 1st period).

The Avalanche finished 1-for-3 on the power play and has scored a 
goal with the man advantage in eight of its last 10 games, going 9-for-
34 (26.5%) over that span. Colorado has scored a power-play goal in 
four of its last five outings at Pepsi Center (4-for-17, 23.5%).

The Avalanche finished 62% on faceoffs (39-24), matching its best fa-
ceoff win percentage of the season (also: Dec. 11 vs. Edmonton, 38-
23).

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Mikko Rantanen scored his 30th goal of the season, setting a new ca-
reer high (29 in 2017-18) and becoming the third Avs player this sea-
son to reach the 30-goal threshold (MacKinnon, 34; Landeskog 33). 
Only one other Avalanche team has featured three 30-goal scorers, 
the 1995-96 club, which had four (Joe Sakic, 51; Claude Lemieux, 39; 
Valeri Kamensky, 38; Peter Forsberg, 30). The Avs are just the second 
team in the league this season to have three players reach the mark, 
joining the Tampa Bay Lightning (Brayden Point, 37; Steven Stamkos, 
34; Nikita Kucherov, 31).
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Rantanen’s goal was his 15th of the season on the power play, and he’s now tied for fifth (David Pastr-
nak, Boston) in the league in man-advantage tallies and tied for fourth (Brayden Point, Tampa Bay and 
Nathan MacKinnon) with 32 points on the power play.

Nathan MacKinnon finished with three points (1g, 2a), his 25th multi-point game of the season and 
10th outing with three or more points. MacKinnon also notched his sixth game-winning goal of the 
campaign and the 35th of his career, tying him with Peter Forsberg for third place in Avalanche history 
(since 1995-96).

Philipp Grubauer picked up his second shutout of the season and the eighth of his career. Grubauer 
also blanked the Nashville Predators on Feb. 23 and has now registered a shutout in two of his last 
three starts.

QUOTES
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon
On Today’s Game: “It was good. We had a good effort obviously and with Gabe (Colorado LW Gabriel 
Landeskog) going down, we needed guys to step up. I thought we had a really good start. [They have] 
a lot of skill over there and every NHL game is tough and we had a good defensive effort.”

On His Goal: “I got cross-checked and I think (Buffalo D Rasmus) Dahlin let up a little bit and I was on 
my knees and managed to take advantage of the move and I saw high glove and put it there.”

Colorado D Erik Johnson
On Today’s Game: “Start to finish, that might have been our best game all year. You know, I think after 
two, they had like seven shots or eight shots, so pretty good game from us. A game we needed to 
have and we did. This homestand is big for us here. We know the importance of it and we can’t worry 
about scoreboard watching or anything like that, we just have to worry about our games. If we handle 
that and handle our business at home, hopefully we are where we want to be at the end of the season, 
but you know, really good game from us from start to finish.”

On The Team’s Confidence When Leading 1-0: “Even though it was 1-0, I don’t think the game ever 
felt like it was in question. I think we had a pretty good wrap on it. Obviously, sometimes you feel like 
that and don’t always get the win, but we managed to limit them from hardly any grade-A chances 
in the first two periods. You know, Grubi (Colorado G Philipp Grubauer) made the huge saves that he 
needed to to keep us in it. He had a huge breakaway stop in the first and it’s good to see him have 
some success.”
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Colorado G Philipp Grubauer
On Today’s Game: “Obviously, a couple of guys stepped up today, like the whole team. It was fun to 
watch. It was fun to watch, we did a lot of good things today and if we keep playing the way we did 
today, it’s going to be really hard for teams. Obviously, we got to make a push for the playoffs and it’s 
a good start.”

On The Team’s Effort: “Everybody was skating, everybody was making the right decisions, moving 
their feet. I think we lacked a little bit of talking the last couple of games and the more you talk on the 
ice, the more you help your guys out and everybody knows what’s going on and I think they did a really 
good job of stepping up.”

Buffalo C Jack Eichel
On The Game’s Physicality: “Just got to play physical. I mean, it’s a physical game right? So that’s it. 
That’s all it is. Finish your checks, other teams like to do it to us, I don’t see why we don’t do it back, 
you know? Everyone can finish their check and make it hard on the other team.”

On His Penalty For An Illegal Hit To The Head: “I thought he was just reaching, I don’t know, I have to 
look at it to be honest with you. I’m trying to protect myself, it’s a physical game. I think he’s going to 
deliver a hit to me and it seems like maybe they were taking runs a little bit at times so if I’m going to 
be at the forefront of it, I might as well push back a little bit so I’ve got to protect myself.”

Buffalo LW Jeff Skinner
On Today’s Game: “Obviously, you try and make adjustments, you try and find ways to get in. We 
didn’t do a good enough job of creating a forecheck and spending time down there and as a result, we 
defended most of the game and couldn’t really get out of our own.”

On The Physicality: “I think we have to have a better response. Obviously, that wasn’t good enough. 
They sort of carried the play pretty much the whole game, I think. If you want to have success, if you 
want to win, you’re not going to be able to rely on all that to get the job done. I think Hutt’s (Buffalo G 
Carter Hutton) been great for us and we kind of hung him out to dry. We just have to bear down and 
play better and spend more time in the offensive end.”


