
POSTGAME NOTES & QUOTES
COLORADO AVALANCHE 6, NEW YORK RANGERS 1

JANUARY 4, 2019

First Star
Tyson Barrie (3a)

Second Star
Nathan MacKinnon (1g, 2a)

Third Star
Mikko Rantanen (2g, 1a)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 47  

Power Play: 3-10

Penalty Kill: 3-3

Faceoffs: 41%

New York

Shots: 25

Power Play: 0-3

Penalty Kill: 7-10

Faceoffs: 59%
 

Next Practice
Saturday
Jan. 5, 2019 — 11:30 a.m.
Family Sports 

TEAM NOTES
The Avalanche has now scored six or more goals in eight games this 
season, the third-most games with 6+ markers of any team in the 
league (Tampa Bay, 11; Calgary, 9).

Colorado’s 47 shots is a season high and its most since Dec. 31, 2017 
vs. New York Islanders (48).

The Avalanche held the Rangers to three shots in the first period, 
matching a season low for shots against in a single frame (not including 
OT) (also: Nov. 16 vs. Washington, 3rd).

Colorado’s 10 power-play opportunities is its most in a game since 
Oct. 16, 2008 vs. Philadelphia (11). The Avs were 3-for-10 with the man 
advantage, the fourth time this season Colorado has scored three pow-
er-play goals in a game (last: Dec. 15 vs. Dallas). The Avs’ power-play 
unit is now 42-for-157 (26.8%) on the season, the sixth-ranked power 
play in the league.

The Avalanche finished with a 47-25 (+22) advantage in shots, its high-
est shot differential since April 4, 2017 vs. Chicago.

Colorado and New York combined for 49 penalty minutes, the most 
combined penalty minutes in a game for the Avs this season (previous: 
Nov. 1 at Calgary, 45). New York’s 31 penalty minutes is the most by an 
Avalanche opponent this season (previous: Nov. 1 at Calgary, 21).

Colorado wrapped up its season series against the Rangers, finishing 
1-0-1. The Avalanche is now 12-5-2 against the Eastern Conference 
this season, including a 6-2-1 mark at home.

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Tyson Barrie finished with three points (3a) to bring his career total to 
278 and surpass John-Michael Liles (275) for the most points by a de-
fenseman in franchise history. Barrie is two goals shy of tying Liles for 
second place on the franchise’s all-time list of goals by a defenseman.
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Ryan Graves scored his first NHL goal and first point in the league.

Nathan MacKinnon tallied three points (1g, 2a), his eighth game with three or more points this season 
and 19th multi-point outing. MacKinnon also matched a season high with eight shots (4x - last: Dec. 
21 vs. Chicago). MacKinnon moved into third place in league scoring with 63 points (25g, 38a).

MacKinnon and Gabriel Landeskog each tallied a goal to reach 25 markers this season, tied for fourth 
in the league.

Mikko Rantanen has tallied a goal in consecutive games and now has 65 points in 2018-19, ranked 
second in the NHL behind Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov. Rantanen notched three points (2g, 1a) for his 
ninth game of the campaign with three or more points and 19th multipoint contest. He has 19 multi-
point outings this season, the second-most to Kucherov (21).

Rantanen’s nine games with three or more points is tied for second in the NHL (Calgary’s Johnny 
Gaudreau) for games with three or more points, while MacKinnon’s eight outings with 3+ points is tied 
for fourth (Winnipeg’s Mark Scheifele). Tampa’s Nikita Kucherov ranks first with 10 appearances with 
3+ points.

Philipp Grubauer is now 2-for-3 (66.7%) in his career on penalty shots. 

Alexander Kerfoot now has three points (1g, 2a) over his last two outings. 

QUOTES
Colorado D Tyson Barrie
On Getting The Win: “The way we’ve been struggling lately, it feels so good to get a win here. We 
played awesome tonight and everybody was good. We were focused on playing good team defense 
and I think they had two or three shots after the first period or something. That was a huge win for us 
and it feels good.”

On Setting The Franchise Record For Most Points By A Defensemen: “It’s awesome. It’s something 
that’s kind of been talked about for the last little while and it’s nice to get that out of the way and kind 
of put it behind me. But you know, I think it’s something I’ll be able to look back on and take pride in. 
Obviously, John ML (Former Colorado D John-Michael Liles) is a great guy and a great player so it’s 
nice to pass him off. I’ll have to and take him out to dinner.”

Colorado D Ryan Graves
On His First NHL Goal: “Pretty special. I was pretty excited. I mean, I’m just happy to be here and to 
give me my opportunity to play and that makes it even more special.”
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On Tonight’s Game: “It was great to get off to a good start, we needed that. It gave us energy and we 
sustained our energy through the whole game. We really took it to them. We outshot them big time. It 
was a great effort by everyone on this team. Our top guns took over the game early and we dominated 
the rest of the game and it’s something that we really needed.”

Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen
On The Importance Of Getting The Win: “Yeah, obviously. When you go on a stretch like that, you don’t 
feel like anything is going on. Defensively, we were not good on that six-game stretch, so we were 
talking about that after last game and we have to approach this game like a playoff game. We have to 
end it right now because there’s still half a year left and we are still sitting in a playoff spot. So, it’s in 
our own hands so we just have to end it now and that’s what we did.”

On Scoring First: “I think in the six games we lost, I think we only scored the first goal once, in Vegas, 
so getting the first goal, especially the first two goals, it gives you a lot of confidence and it’s way easi-
er to play when you lead. The opposition has to take some risks and that’s how we got to 3-0, 4-0. So, 
the first goal was the thing we were talking about and it was big.”

New York Rangers LW Chris Kreider
On Tonight’s Penalties: “That’s a hole that’s pretty hard to dig yourself out of. When we kill, we like to 
be aggressive and it’s taxing. When you’re going to the box that much, that makes it difficult on the 
whole group to really come back 5-on-5 and really sustain pressure. I thought guys worked hard 5-on-
5 and we did have some good looks but, ultimately took too many penalties, myself included.”

On Difficulty Of Playing With A Deficit: “We’re pretty aggressive on the kill and it takes a lot out of you. 
When you’re killing for the majority of the first and the majority of the game really, it’s hard to get any-
thing going. We just got to be smarter with our sticks, smarter with our decision making up and down 
the lineup, myself included.”

New York Rangers RW Mats Zuccarello
On Tonight’s Game: “I would say, when we get penalties, you can’t argue. Obviously, some penalties 
you do not agree with but at the end of the day it’s the refs—he’s in charge out there. Some of the 
penalties we took today were on us, and some of them we weren’t really agreeing with. But, at the 
end of the day, we played a better team today, they were better than us. Obviously, it’s easy to come 
out and get two goals right away and get some momentum on the power play and they were rolling.”

On Moving Forward: “We got to play defense. You go through stretches like that, I mean, last game, 
Pittsburgh game, I think we played a really bad game. We probably could say 5-on-5 we were a better 
team, but they got some easy goals and we did some mistakes and same today. So, if we can min-
imize our mistakes and hopefully it’s going to turn around. But, you go through stretches during the 
season where it’s like this and you try and look for answers and the answer is to just play the game 
that you know how to play and play simple game.”


