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LOS ANGELES KINGS 3, COLORADO AVALANCHE 2 (OT)

DECEMBER 31, 2018

First Star
Dustin Brown (1g, 1a)

Second Star
Anze Kopitar (2a)

Third Star
Nathan MacKinnon (1g)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 24

Power Play: 0-4

Penalty Kill: 1-3

Faceoffs: 53%

Los Angeles

Shots: 18

Power Play: 1-3

Penalty Kill: 4-4

Faceoffs: 47%
 

Next Practice
Tuesday
Jan. 1, 2019 — 11 a.m.
Family Sports

TEAM NOTES
The Avalanche is now 4-2-2 at home on New Year’s Eve and 8-5-3 
overall since moving to Denver. 

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Logan O’Connor made his NHL debut and finished with two hits in 
5:51 of time on ice. He is the fourth player to make his first NHL ap-
pearance with Colorado this season (also: Ryan Graves, Dec. 27 at 
Vegas; Pavel Francouz, Dec 22 at Arizona; Sheldon Dries, Oct. 4 vs. 
Minnesota). O’Connor also became the seventh former University of 
Denver player to play a regular-season game for the Avs, joining Ant-
ti Laaksonen (2005-07), Mark Rycroft (2006-07), Paul Stastny (2006-
14), Aaron MacKenzie (2008-09), Joe Colborne (2016-17) and Patrick 
Wiercioch (2016-17).

Tyson Barrie tallied an assist for the second straight contest to come 
within one point of tying John-Michael Liles for first place on the fran-
chise’s all-time list of points by a defenseman. 

Nathan MacKinnon registered his 24th goal of the season, tied for 
fourth in the NHL.

Mikko Rantanen finished with an assist to bring his total to 45 on the 
season, ranked second behind Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov (46). Ran-
tanen’s 62 points are also second in the NHL.

Gabriel Landeskog tallied an assist, which came in the third period, to 
bring his point total in the final frame of regulation to 23 (16g, 7a). Ran-
tanen (5-22-27), Landeskog, and MacKinnon (9-13-22) make up the 
top three spots in the league in third-period scoring.

Ian Cole finished with two blocked shots and continues to pace the 
league with 108. His 2.7 blocked shots per game are tied for fourth.

Sean Walker registered his first career NHL goal.
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QUOTES
Colorado D Erik Johnson
On Tonight’s Game: “We did a great job of coming back in the game in the third. You know, it’s kind of 
been our Achilles’ heel as of late and overtime, we can’t seem to find a way to get the second point. I 
think it’s our seventh or eighth game where we’ve lost in overtime, so you turn even half of those into 
an extra point, you’re looking at first or second in our division. So, it’s frustrating not to get that second 
point, but we battled our butts off coming back in the third to tie it up.”

On The Avs’ Overtime Strategy: “I mean, just want to play with possession. On that particular play, 
they made a good play off of a line change and it ends up in the back of the net. You know, it hasn’t 
been good enough in overtime and it hasn’t been good enough as of late. You got to find a way to get 
two points and right now, it’s unacceptable. We have to find a way to change it.”

Colorado RW Logan O’Connor
On His First NHL Game: “It was awesome. I mean, it was a good feeling to get there in my first, but 
obviously a bitter feeling having the outcome that we had. I thought we worked hard the whole game 
and had a good comeback there, but unfortunately we couldn’t get the job done at the end, so we just 
have to build on that.”

On The Avs’ Performance: “I think frustration built after the first period, but then we sort of got back to 
the basics, held them outside on the perimeter and they didn’t get as many grade-A scoring chances, 
which led to more success in our end. Our defensive game led to our offensive game in the second 
and third period there, which was huge for us.”

Los Angeles D Sean Walker:
On His First NHL Goal: “I think as every game goes on it’s in the back of your head, you want to get 
your first one out of the way so it was nice over these last couple of games getting more chances and 
stuff and luckily, finally, it went in and counted.”

On Los Angeles’ Defense: “I think we’re definitely on the same page a lot more now. Everybody’s 
communicating really well and buying in so, from a defensive standpoint, I think it’s been really good 
the last stretch of games.”

Los Angeles D Drew Doughty
On Tonight’s Game: “That was huge. We would’ve liked to win it in regulation, obviously, but they got a 
lucky bounce on that goal, I don’t think anyone can disagree with that. Lucky bounce that went in and 
we worked, we stayed positive on the bench. We said, ‘Hey, let’s just go win this one in OT.’ Actually, 
we wanted to win it with a few minutes left—we still had a minute left—and we had some chances at 
the end so we were hoping to win it there but, it was a huge game for us. A big win, a great game by 
everyone, really. We could’ve played better, but we played decent enough to win.”
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On The Team: “On that winning streak that we had before we lost last game and won tonight actually, 
we felt that we were playing so much better. You’re going to win games and not play well like, maybe 
tonight we didn’t play our best hockey but we felt like we were playing our best hockey in that stretch. 
When you’re playing your best hockey it’s just so much fun the confidence is flowing through every 
player on the team and you know, we need to get back on another winning streak because we dropped 
one last game to Vegas and then won tonight and we have a big match against Vegas tomorrow.”


