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First Star
Philipp Grubauer (35 svs)

Second Star
Gabriel Landeskog (1g)

Third Star
Mikko Rantanen (1g, 1a)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 26

Power Play: 0-4

Penalty Kill: 3-4

Faceoffs: 55%

Montreal

Shots: 36

Power Play: 1-4

Penalty Kill: 4-4

Faceoffs: 45%
 

Next Practice
Thursday
Dec. 20, 2018 — 11 a.m.
Family Sports

TEAM NOTES
The Avalanche is now 11-5-2 against the Eastern Conference this sea-
son, including a 5-2-1 record on home ice. 

Colorado has won its last four home contests against Montreal and is 
12-2-1 at home against the Canadiens since relocating to Denver in 
1995-96. 

Colorado’s top line of Gabriel Landeskog (42 points), Nathan MacKin-
non (55), and Mikko Rantanen (58) have combined for 155 points (60g, 
95a) in 2018-19, which is 25 points more than the league’s next-closest 
trio: Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point 
(53g, 77a —130 pts).

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Philipp Grubauer is 8-0-3 through his last 11 starts, the longest stretch 
of his career without a regulation loss in a game he has started.

Gabriel Landeskog scored his 23rd goal of the season and is now tied 
for third in the league in goals. His tally was also the game-winning 
goal, Landeskog’s league-leading seventh game-winner of the cam-
paign. Of his 23 markers, 15 have come in the third period, an NHL 
high. Landeskog has scored eight goals in the month of December, 
tied for fourth for the month. After finishing with a +2 plus/minus rating 
tonight, Landeskog is tied for the league lead at +21.

Mikko Rantanen skated in his 200th NHL game and registered a goal, 
his 16th of the season, and an assist (42). Rantanen’s 58 points contin-
ue to pace the NHL and has been the league’s outright leader in points 
for 53-of-59 days since Oct. 23. 

Nathan MacKinnon extended his point streak to seven games. He has 
recorded 12 points (2g, 10a) in that stretch and ranks second in the 
league with 55 points. 

MacKinnon and Rantanen each have 18 multiple-point games this sea-
son, the most in the NHL.
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QUOTES
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen
On His Goal: “Well, we wanted to get a forecheck and Nate (Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon) did a 
good job reading the play and (Montreal G Carey) Price turned it over that time. I just tried to yell for 
Nate and he made a quick pass and Price couldn’t recover, so it was a good play for Nate.”

On Tonight’s Game: “I think we answered back pretty well. We started good, but then the second pe-
riod, like the start of the second was a little bit sloppy so that’s one thing we need to be better at. But 
the third period, the way we played, we didn’t give them anything I think and Grubi (Colorado G Philipp 
Grubauer) played really good in the net, so it was a good team effort.”

Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog
On His Goal Scoring This Season: “That’s just a product of playing with two good players and playing 
on a good team, so that’s really all it is. I mean, you never have a goal to score a certain amount of 
goals before whatever, you’re not looking at breaking any franchise’s records or whatever, it’s just a 
product of some good chemistry.” 

On Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon’s Performance: “I think it’s no secret at this point on what he can 
do. You know, if he’s not scoring goals, then he’s setting up goals and making plays. I mean with his 
speed and his skill and his determination, I think he’s making things happen every shift and I think 
that’s just kind of what he expects out of himself and that’s what we all expect out of ourselves. And 
tonight, we got rewarded for it.”

Colorado G Philipp Grubauer
On His Performance: “Yeah, it was good. I saw the puck, felt really good and try to get that to the next 
game.”

On The Avs’ Defensive Effort: “Well obviously, we want to cut the goals-against down. It’s been way 
too much and we can’t always ask the guys to always score five or six goals to win the game, so we 
got to tighten up back there and it starts with us goalies back there. If there’s a breakdown, we are 
there to make up for it. I try to stop the puck and you have to take it from situation to situation.”

Montreal RW Brendan Gallagher
On Tonight’s Game: “We’ve got to find ways to win games. We’re in a 1-1 game on the road in the third 
period. You can’t give up a goal, that’s just what hockey’s all about. There’s those important shifts. We 
get behind, it was a pretty even game all around, they just found a way to out-work us for one more 
goal and that was the difference in the game.”

On Competing Against Good Teams: “We should be able to compete against everyone. We have a 
good hockey club in here, like I said, they found a way to out-work us for one more goal and that’s the 
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difference I think. That’s part of what this is all about here, is learning how to win tight games, we’ve 
done it a little bit this year. You can always continue to learn, always continue to get better at it, this 
was an example where we failed. Hopefully the next time we find a way to win the third period. We 
wanted to win on the road, these points are critical.”

Montreal LW Jonathan Drouin
On Tonight’s Game: “We played a good goalie on the other side, I thought our game was pretty good. 
We’re skating, we’re getting pucks to the net and obviously that top line took over a couple shifts and 
that’s what they did all year and kind of what they did to us tonight.”

On The Power-Play Goal: “It’s been a while. A lot of talking, a lot of X’s and O’s stuff and to get that in 
the first period is nice and definitely nice for everyone to get the power play going. We need it in those 
stretches on the road.”


