
POSTGAME NOTES & QUOTES
COLORADO AVALANCHE 6, DALLAS STARS 4

DECEMBER 15, 2018

First Star
Gabriel Landeskog (2g)

Second Star
Nathan MacKinnon (1g, 3a)

Third Star
Mikko Rantanen (2g, 1a)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 37

Power Play: 3-7

Penalty Kill: 2-3

Faceoffs: 51%

Dallas

Shots: 42

Power Play: 1-3

Penalty Kill: 4-7

Faceoffs: 49%
 

Avalanche Schedule
Sunday
Dec. 16, 2018  
No practice

TEAM NOTES
The Avalanche are 2-0-0 against the Stars this season with two con-
tests remaining in the season series.

Colorado is 3-1-1 in the second game of back-to-back sets this sea-
son.

The Avalanche finished 3-for-7 on the power play and is now 34-for-
114 (29.8%) this season, the second-best power play in the NHL. Colo-
rado has now scored three power-play goals in three different contests 
in 2018-19, which ties the league lead (Tampa Bay, Minnesota, Calgary) 
for games with 3+ man-advantage tallies. The Avs’ seven power-play 
chances is a season high.

Colorado’s 20 shots in the first period matches a season high (Nov. 27 
at Nashville). 

The Avs 44 total faceoff wins is a season high. The 86 faceoffs between 
Dallas and Colorado is the most of any game in the league this season.

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Gabriel Landeskog scored twice to bring his total for the season to 21 
tallies. Nathan MacKinnon also scored his 21st of the season, and Col-
orado is now just one of two teams in the league to have two players 
on its roster with 20+ goals in 2018-19 (Winnipeg: Patrik Laine, Mark 
Scheifele).

Landeskog’s second tally was the game winner, his league-high sixth 
game-winning goal of the season. 

Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen each had multiple-point 
games for the 17th time this season, the most of any players in the 
league. They are also just the fifth set of teammates since 1981-82 to 
be the first two NHL players to reach 50 points in a season, joining Ev-
geni Malkin and Sidney Crosby (2009-09), Mario Lemieux and Jarom-
ir Jagr (1995-96), Wayne Gretzky and Glenn Anderson (1985-86), and 
Wayne Gretzky and Jari Kurri (1983-84).
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Rantanen extended his career-long point streak to 14 games, which is tied with Washington’s Alex-
ander Ovechkin for the longest active streak in the NHL. Rantanen’s 14-game streak matches the 
third-longest streak in Avalanche history (since 1995-96). 

20 Paul Stastny: Feb. 3–March 17, 2007
16 Alex Tanguay: Feb. 6–March 7, 2003
14 Nathan MacKinnon: Feb. 24–March 22, 2018
14 Joe Sakic: Feb. 29–March 29, 2000
14 Mikko Rantanen: Nov. 18, 2018 – present

Rantanen registered his second multi-goal game of the season and the sixth of his career. It’s also the 
first time in his career he’s notched two power-play goals in a game.

Nathan MacKinnon extended his point streak to five games and finished with four points (1g, 3a), the 
second time this season he’s registered four points (also: Nov. 28 vs. Pittsburgh). 

Landeskog (2g), MacKinnon (1g, 3a) and Rantanen (2g, 1a) combined for nine points. Rantanen’s 56 
points (15g, 41a) continue to lead the NHL, while MacKinnon ranks second with 52 points (21g, 31a). 
Landeskog and MacKinnon are tied for fourth with 21 goals each.

Tyson Jost skated in his 100th NHL game.

Ian Cole finished with two blocked shots and continues to lead the league in the category (94).

Erik Johnson recorded his 200th career assist.

Matt Calvert has scored a goal in consecutive games for the first time this season.

QUOTES
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen
On The Team’s Confidence: “I don’t think there’s anybody that didn’t believe we could win [tonight]. 
Parts of the game we were really dominant and some parts we were a little bit sloppy. They cost us 
right away, like in the third and second period, so I think everybody was still believing we could do it.”

On The Power Play: “We had a meeting before the game about the power play because it hasn’t been 
that good lately, so we wanted to bounce back. I think we were outworking them, outshooting them 
and putting pucks to the net, so I think that’s a big thing.”

Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon
On Tonight’s Game: “We were really great early in the game. It’s unfortunate that we let them come 
back, but Gabe (Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog) had a big goal to get us ahead again. It’s obviously 
nice to end that.”
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On The Third Period: “We were confident. We let them back in it to make it 4-4, but it’s encouraging. 
It’s kind of like last time we played them, we won it late. It’d be nice to just close them out earlier than 
what we did, but it was nice to end the losing streak.” 

Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog
On The Avs’ Two Disallowed Goals: “I mean, it kills our momentum a little bit. We came out and scored 
two quick goals and we were kind of rolling all over them. And then obviously the first one, it is what it 
is, we were able to keep going and that second one kind of kills momentum a little bit, kills the building 
and the energy and things like that. It’s hard because it does kind of slow the game down, but we were 
able to regroup and come out and play a strong end of the game.”

On The Team’s Confidence: “That’s important. That’s what builds a strong team and what builds 
character is how you fight through a late comeback like they had tonight. It’s important for the group 
to realize that you need to keep playing and you can’t just let your heads hang low just because they 
score a couple quick goals. So, nonetheless, it’s two big points for us and a lot of character. You know, 
there’s things we obviously want to get better at and clean up, but there’s always going to be some.”

Dallas C Tyler Seguin
On The Last Two Periods: “I don’t know, we started playing I guess. I mean, our start was pretty em-
barrassing. Start with our line, our first couple shifts were pretty bad and they took it to us right from 
the early on. I don’t know why we weren’t ready with how we’ve gone the last few games on the road. 
We’ve got to expect more from ourselves and each other, and just a bad start and we couldn’t catch 
up.”

On The Team’s Identity: “No, I think we know what our identity is, I just think we haven’t been - we 
didn’t play to it tonight. We had some momentum over our last couple games, we were playing well. 
I don’t really care what’s been said in the media. I think the guys have been working hard, if we play 
the way we did the last few games we deserve better results, but tonight we kind of shot ourselves in 
the foot with our start.”

Dallas LW Jamie Benn
On The First Period: “I mean you come into these buildings when you’re on the road and give yourself 
the best chance to win and you spot them three goals, take penalties throughout the game, top line, 
me, Segs (Dallas C Tyler Seguin) and Rads (Dallas RW Alexander Radulov) got to take a lot of the 
blame for laying an egg to start the period. They struck first and we just didn’t give ourselves a chance 
to win this game.”

On The Team’s Identity: “One that’s hard to play against. One that plays the full 60 minutes and gives 
a strong effort from top to bottom every night like I said, starting with myself and we didn’t do that 
tonight.”


