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OCTOBER 26, 2018

First Star
Mikko Rantanen (1g, 3a)

Second Star
Gabriel Landeskog (1g, 2a)

Third Star
Nathan MacKinnon (1g, 2a)

 
TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 37

Power Play: 2-3

Penalty Kill: 2-2

Faceoffs: 51%

Tampa Bay

Shots: 24

Power Play: 0-2

Penalty Kill: 1-3

Faceoffs: 49%
 

Next Practice
Tuesday
October 30, 2018 — 11 a.m. 
Family Sports

TEAM NOTES
Colorado improved to 7-2-2 on the season, tied for first (Nashville) for 
first place in the NHL.

The Avalanche overcame a two-goal deficit (trailed 2-0 and 3-1), its 
largest comeback win of the season.

Tonight’s game concluded a stretch of six straight and nine-of-10 
games against the Eastern Conference for the Avs, who are now 6-2-1 
against Eastern teams this season.

The Avs finished 2-for-3 on the power play and is now 11-for-40 (27.5%) 
with the man advantage this season. Colorado has scored at least one 
power-play goal in nine of its 11 contests this season.

The Avalanche held Ottawa scoreless on two power-play opportunities 
to improve to 42-for-47 in 2018-19. Colorado’s PK unit is 14-for-15 
(93.3%) at home this season, good for third in the league.

Colorado’s four goals in the third period is a season high for goals in a 
single frame and the most goals the Avs have scored in a period since 
March 2, 2018 vs. Minnesota (2nd period). The Avs six tallies matches 
a season high (Oct. 11 at Buffalo).

The Avs 39 goals this season are the most of any team, and their 3.55 
goals-per-game average ranks seventh.

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Tyson Barrie registered three points and now has 256 points in his ca-
reer, passing Sandis Ozolinsh (253) to take sole possession of third 
place on the franchise’s all-time list for scoring by a defenseman. 

Gabriel Landeskog scored his league-leading fourth game-winning 
goal of the season. Landeskog’s four game winners matches the Ava-
lanche record (since 1995-96) for game-winning goals in a single month 
(Marek Svatos, Nov. 2005; Milan Hejduk, Dec. 2000; Peter Forsberg, 
Oct. 2000).
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Mikko Rantanen matched a career high with four points (5x - last: Oct. 18 at New Jersey). All five four-
point performances have come since the start of the 2017-18 season, the most of any player in the 
NHL. He leads the league with 20 points and 15 assists.

Rantanen’s 20 points in the month of October ranks second (Joe Sakic, 21 in 1996-97) for the most 
points in October in Avalanche history (since 1995-96).

Nathan MacKinnon finished with three points (1g, 2a) and ranks second in the league in scoring with 
18 points (9g, 9a). 

MacKinnon and Landeskog each notched their ninth goal of the season to tie the Avalanche record 
(since 1995-96) for goals in the month of October (Sakic, 1997-98; Peter Forsberg, 2000-01; Chris 
Stewart, 2010-11; Matt Duchene, 2013-14).

Colorado’s top line combined for 10 points. Landeskog (9g, 6a), MacKinnon (9g, 9a) and Rantanen 
(5g, 15a) have produced 53 points (23g, 30a) this season, the most of any three-player tandem in the 
league.

With two goals, Matt Duchene became one of twenty active NHL players to score at least one goal 
against  all 31 teams.

QUOTES
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen
On The Team’s Performance: “I think everyone was ready to play there at first. We were a little sloppy 
with the puck and gave them some scoring chances. Grubi (Colorado G Philipp Grubauer) had a good 
game again so that’s good, but the way we bounced back, second and third periods, I think that’s 
what winning hockey teams do.”

On His Performance: “Obviously, I’m just trying to help the team as much as I can in scoring and all-
around game too, play defense as well. It’s very important to win the hockey games. Obviously, [my] 
linemates are helping me a lot. It’s a lot of fun to play on a line with those two (Colorado C Nathan 
MacKinnon and LW Gabriel Landeskog). Like I said, the whole team is playing good right now. It’s still 
early in the season so we have to keep going.”

Colorado D Tyson Barrie
On The Avs’ Top Line: “It’s a pretty special line. They are so big and skilled and fast, they can kind of 
do it all. I know I’d hate to play against them. They’re all great guys too, so it’s nice to see them have 
success and kind of tearing up the league like they are.”
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On The Defense Chipping In Offensively: “You know, G (Colorado D Samuel Girard) got us going there. 
He kind of jumped in, nice little toe drag and threw it upstairs. We were just trying to get more active, 
get up in the play, be the fourth man in the rush and once we do get on the blue line, just try to dive in 
and be a little more active and I think it worked well for us.” 

Colorado D Samuel Girard
On Tonight’s Game: “We played a pretty good game tonight and our first line being so good from the 
start of the year. It’s so fun to watch them play. They are so good defensively, offensively. We all have 
to work the same way and make sure that we got out of there with two points.” 
On The Avs’ Performance: “We all know that we got a bad start and what we were doing in the first, 
we were just like, we need to reset and get stronger for the start of the second period and I think that’s 
what we did. I think we played pretty well after that.”

Ottawa C Matt Duchene
On The Game: “My favorite part was the tribute and the reception from the fans, that meant a lot to 
me. Teared up for sure, but other than that I mean, tough one. I thought we played two really good 
periods. And in the third, we just folded and they imposed their will on us. And I think the turning point 
was that one shift where they hemmed us in like it was a power play and we didn’t push back after 
that. We had some missed chances that, if they go in, it’s probably a different game, but give them 
credit. They cranked it up and we obviously had a big injury, losing (Ottawa LW Zach Smith) there too 
and that hurt us.”

On The Third Period: “Sometimes, in this league, when a team’s down by a goal, they can play a little 
looser. And they came out and they were hungry, and they have guys that are feeling it right now and 
they made some big plays. Obviously, they got a big bounce on (Colorado C Carl Soderberg’s) goal 
there off the back of the leg, and we had a couple tough ones and sometimes that’s all it takes. But 
they earned that one by the way they played in the third. It was an outstanding effort by them.”

On His Return To Denver: “It was one of the toughest things I’ve had to do in my life. Sometimes that’s 
life and that’s the business and, just the signs in warmup and the people that were being so kind, it 
meant a lot, obviously. You know, you touch the puck, you’re going to get booed, that’s normal. The 
Avs fans are competitive and obviously, you kind of expect that, but I appreciate, I’m very grateful to 
the Avalanche organization for how they received me tonight and to the fans also, they mean a lot to 
me and they always will.”

Ottawa RW Bobby Ryan
On The Avalanche Top Line: “They’re good. They do everything right—they cycle the puck, when they 
don’t, they don’t make turnovers at the top of the blue line. They get everything low and they attack 
from a lot of different angles. They keep you guessing. We didn’t do a good enough job at keeping 
them outside, we kind of let them penetrate from different areas. They’re going to make those plays—
they are high end players.” 
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On The First Two Periods: “We got a good start. That was the number one focus for us when we talked 
about the game, and we got that. I like that we simplified—we got pucks deep, we got pucks over the 
blue line in our own zone. We did a lot of things that we can identify with and build off of but, when you 
don’t do them for 60 [minutes], the last 20 will be magnified.”


