
POSTGAME NOTES & QUOTES
COLORADO AVALANCHE 4, MINNESOTA WILD 1

OCTOBER 4, 2018

First Star
Nathan MacKinnon (1g)

Second Star
Carl Soderberg (1g, 1a)

Third Star
Devan Dubnyk (36 svs)

TEAM STATS 

Avalanche

Shots: 40

Power Play: 1-3

Penalty Kill: 3-3

Faceoffs: 44%

Minnesota

Shots: 21

Power Play: 0-3

Penalty Kill: 2-3

Faceoffs: 56%
 

Next Practice
Friday
October 5, 2018 — 11:30 a.m.
Family Sports

TEAM NOTES
The Avalanche improved to 22-10-7 all-time on Opening Night (.654), 
the second-best record in the NHL. The Tampa Bay Lightning own the 
best mark at 16-7-2 (.680). 

Colorado is now 27-8-4 all-time in home openers (.744) in franchise 
history. Since moving to Denver, the Avalanche is 15-5-3 in home open-
ers, including a 13-4-2 mark at Pepsi Center.

Colorado’s 40 shots on goal is the most for the club on Opening Night 
since the start of the 2010-11 campaign (41 shots vs. Chicago, Oct. 7, 
2010).

The Avalanche has won four straight games against the Wild, its lon-
gest winning streak in the series (regular season only) since the 2005-
06 season (4-0-0, Jan. 5, 2006 - Feb. 28, 2006). In the four victories, the 
Avs have outscored Minnesota by a combined 23-5.

INDIVIDUAL NOTES
Semyon Varlamov made his eighth opening-night start as a member 
of the Avalanche, surpassing Patrick Roy (seven) for the most sea-
son-opening starts in franchise history. Varlamov also played in his 
400th NHL game.

The Avs are 3-0-0 in season openers under head coach Jared Bednar. 

Nathan MacKinnon notched the 30th game-winning goal of his career, 
passing Matt Duchene to move into sole possession of seventh place 
on the franchise’s all-time list (fourth place since the club moved to 
Denver).

Carl Soderberg notched the 40th multi-point game of his career. Mikko 
Rantanen tallied the 27th multi-point game of his career.

Sheldon Dries made his NHL debut and finished with two shots in 5:13 
of ice time. 
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QUOTES
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon
On The Avs’ Performance: “We played really well. We were solid through preseason, but we had a 
good week of practice and we were feeling good coming into tonight. Feeling out the [first] period for 
myself personally, but I got into it in the second and third. Yeah, we played a good game.”

On Playing With Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen: “His vision is awesome. He’s an amazing winger, he’s 
got so many good tools and it’s a privilege to play with him.”

Colorado C Carl Soderberg
On The Avs’ Performance: “I thought we played a pretty solid game. First game is always hard, a little 
bit nervous for the guys, but I think we handled it well and put some pressure on them and outplayed 
them in the first two periods.”

On His Goal: “[We had a] quick breakout. They tried to go up high with our D’s and I pinched in and 
Nietsy (Colorado LW Matt Nieto) made a good pass to me in the middle and, like you said, I tried to 
use the D as a screen.”

Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen
On The Avs’ Second Goal: “They had a pretty long shift there and Nemo (Colorado D Patrick Nemeth) 
did a good job getting in the neutral zone and giving it right away to me and I just had good speed 
there and Nate (Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon) was driving to the right spot in front of the net. It was 
a big goal for us and I’m glad it went in.”

On His Two-Point Performance: “You don’t want to think about those too much. Obviously the biggest 
thing is for the team to get two points and obviously, we want to help the team as much as we can. 
There is still things we can be better at as a line, especially defensively and in the neutral zone, but, it 
was a good start and big two points. That’s the way to get things rolling.”

Minnesota LW Zach Parise
On When The Game Turned: “It was a lot of things that just, at the end of the day, up until we had a 
little decent push at the end, we didn’t do nearly enough to generate offense. It was reflected on the 
scoreboard, on the shots. I thought we had good power-play action, moved it around well and had 
some really good opportunities, but five-on-five, it was just not enough to create offense for us.”

On The Third Period:  “I thought we had some really good looks, we started shooting the puck, at least 
thinking shoot. I think they did a really good job, from being down in front of the net, they did a really 
good job of getting into shooting lanes for our D and they blocked a lot of shots, and they forced our D 
to shoot it wide, so they did a good job from that standpoint because our D had the shots, they were 
just in the lanes a lot.”
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Minnesota G Devan Dubnyk
On The Avs’ First Goal: “It’s always tough, especially with their speed to the puck, it gets turned over, 
they start coming back to you, I think he (Minnesota D Nick Seeler) thought he was on an island more 
than he was and he’s a good skater, he’s a fast skater, so he learned. But that’s a rare moment for him, 
he’s pretty good at defending for me.”

On The Avs’ Second Goal: “It’s tough, I mean he (Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon) can get there, he’s 
fast and he’s able to get there. Obviously he’s a right-handed shot so his stick just needs to be out 
there. They made a great pass, we had our stick down I think. You know, I don’t want to get there late, 
he (Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen) just caught me off a little bit. It just looked like there wasn’t a lane 
to pass there and he made a nice pass, so he’s a threat, but I feel like for the most part we did a pretty 
good job of defending those guys, and they’re going to get their chances no matter what you do. But 
we did a good job not giving the puck back to them and then they keep coming back at us, which was 
kind of what it’s been like here in the past, so that was a positive for sure.”


