
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Stanley Cup Playoffs First Round, Game 3 

Colorado Avalanche 5, Nashville Predators 3 
Monday, April 16, 2018 

 
The Avalanche scored three goals in the opening period of a playoff game for the first 
time since Game 4 of the 2008 Western Conference Quarterfinals against Minnesota. 
 
The Avalanche scored five goals in a postseason contest for the first time since Game 
1 of its opening-round series against the Minnesota Wild in the 2014 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs (April 17, 2014). 
 
Gabriel Landeskog finished with three points (1g, 2a), the first three-point postseason 
performance of his career. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon tallied two goals for his first career multi-goal playoff game and 
earned his second career postseason game-winning goal. MacKinnon’s seven shots 
are a postseason career high. 
 
Blake Comeau scored his second goal of the postseason, which sets a new career 
high for goals and points in a single postseason. Comeau previously tallied one goal in 
the playoffs as a member of the Pittsburgh Penguins in Game 1 of Pittsburgh’s first-
round series against the New York Rangers in 2015. 
 
Patrik Nemeth and Mark Barberio each tallied a point in the playoffs for the first time in 
their careers, Nemeth’s coming in his eighth career postseason contest and Barberio’s 
in his sixth. 
 
Mikko Rantanen finished with two assists to pick up his first career postseason multi-
point outing. 
 
Colorado’s 33 shots is its highest total in the three games of the series so far. 
 
Jonathan Bernier’s 29 saves is a postseason career high, topping the 28 saves he 
made in Game 2 on Saturday. 
 
Gabriel Landeskog’s empty-net goal is Colorado’s first of the postseason and the fifth 
of any team in the playoffs. 
 



Nikita Zadorov’s six hits is a career postseason high, and matches his total hits from 
Games 1 and 2 combined. 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On Holding The Lead: “We had good starts in Nashville, we just couldn’t hold leads 
there. We held the lead here and added on to it. Obviously, that was fun.” 
 
On The Crowd: “It was great. They were very loud. Last time we made the playoffs, it 
was my first year and I remember how great they were then, even better now. So, they 
definitely gave us a big boost up there.” 
 
Colorado LW Blake Comeau 
On The Physical Matchup With Nashville: “I think it’s just what we expected. They are a 
competitive team, they got a lot of competitive guys and that being said, we have the 
same thing. We just got to make sure that we are staying disciplined. I think it got a 
little too scrummy for our liking. That’s not the way our team is built. So moving 
forward, we have to make sure that we stay disciplined. We don’t want to give their 
power play any opportunities to gain momentum or get any more goals.” 
 
On Tonight’s Game: “We had another good start tonight and we were able to stick with 
that for the rest of the game. You know, we did a good job tonight of having everyone 
contribute, some big key saves by Bernie (Colorado G Jonathan Bernier) when we 
needed them. Yeah, it was good to get that first win and make it 2-1 rather than 0-3. 
Now we have to reset and get ready for Game 4.” 
 
Colorado D Mark Barberio  
On The Avs’ Mentality: “I’d say even in their rink, we thought we could play with them. 
We had some mental mistakes that cost us so we know we can play with these guys. 
Like I said, we came out with a really strong mentality that we were going to attack 
them and stay on the hunt, stay on the forecheck, and that’s when we are playing our 
best hockey – when we are aggressive.” 
 
On The Avs’ Defensive Efforts: “We’re playing defense by committee right now. It’s 
[been] a group effort throughout the first three games. Like I said, we’re keeping things 
simple. We’re trying to set our good gaps and get pucks, get our feet moving and get it 
up to the forwards. We got speedy and skilled forwards that can make plays and I 
thought we did a good job of that tonight.” 
 
Nashville D Roman Josi 
On Nashville’s Start: “We didn’t play well at all in the first period. They came out, were 
a way better team and got a couple goals. We deserved what we got, we didn’t really 
show up in the first period.” 
 
On Tonight’s Loss: “I think tonight they were just a better team in the first. I thought in 
the game before that we actually started pretty well, but tonight they were just better 



than us. That’s what happens, they are a good team over there. If you don’t start well 
they are going to make you pay.” 
 
Nashville C Ryan Johansen 
On Colorado’s Performance: “They a have a lot of team speed. They were just faster 
and more competitive than us in the first period. Obviously if that’s the case they are 
going to score some goals and get a lead, so we need to just make sure we are ready 
for Game 4.” 
 
On The Series: “There’s a tremendous hockey team across from us. It doesn’t matter 
really who you play in our league, that’s that beauty of it, if you’re not on your best you 
are going to lose. We just make sure we are ready for Game 4, to bring our best from 
all the men in this room. We do that, we believe we will be successful, that’s what it 
comes down to.” 
 
 


