
	
	
	
	
	
	

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Stanley Cup Playoffs First Round, Game 1 

Nashville Predators 5, Colorado Avalanche 4 
Saturday, April 14, 2018 

 
Nathan MacKinnon registered the fourth postseason multi-point game of his career 
and the first multi-point game Avalanche player in the playoffs since April 30, 2014 
(Game 7 vs. Minnesota) when Matt Duchene (0g, 2a), Jamie McGinn (1g, 1a) and P.A. 
Parenteau each had multi-point outings. 
 
The Avalanche has now scored on their first shot in both Games 1 and 2 of the series, 
the first team to do so in consecutive games since Boston in Games 2 and 3 of the 
2013 Eastern Conference Final. 
 
MacKinnon also registered six shots, a career postseason high. 
 
Gabriel Bourque registered his first postseason goal in an Avalanche uniform, his first 
postseason point since 2012 when he finished third on the Nashville Predators in 
playoff scoring with five points (3g, 2a) in 10 games.  
 
Duncan Siemens made his Stanley Cup Playoff debut and finished with two hits and 
five blocked shots in 10:09 of ice time.  
 
J.T. Compher tallied his first point of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, the first postseason 
point of his career.  
 
Alexander Kerfoot scored his first career playoff goal, the fifth rookie to notch a goal 
this postseason. 
 
Patrik Nemeth registered six blocked shots, which led all skaters and is also a 
postseason career high. 
 
Jonathan Bernier’s 28 saves is a postseason career high, topping the 26 saves he 
made in Game 1 on Thursday night. 
 
Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog 
On The Injuries To Avalanche Defensemen: “To be honest with you, I think the guys 
that are stepping in are fully capable of doing the job and getting it done. I thought 
[Siemens] came out and was good tonight, he is not backing down from anybody and I 



think that’s not an issue for us. It’s just making the right plays at key times. A couple 
penalties are unnecessary and things like that, but we are going to learn from this one 
and study the film and get back and take care of business at home.” 
 
On The Series: “I think its win Game 3 and all of a sudden you are feeling good and 
they start second guessing themselves and we just got to make sure we take care of 
these two at home, that’s the bottom line. Especially Game 3, we can’t look too much 
further ahead than that, but make sure we win Game 3 and then after that get rolling.” 
 
On Playing The Predators: “I think we have proved the last two games that we are 
more than capable of playing with these guys. To win in the postseason you need 
extraordinary performances at times. You need guys to step up, whether its scoring big 
goals or key stops or whatever, we are going to need more of that from everybody, 
myself included.” 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On Today’s Game: “We played hard but we lost, so it doesn’t really matter. You know 
it’s tough, I mean we thought we played two pretty good games here in Nashville and 
we couldn’t get a win. So far 5-on-5 we have been outplaying them but yeah it’s a 
tough loss.” 
 
On What Was Said During The Timeout: “He is just drawing up plays, it’s not a movie, 
it’s not like we are getting some inspirational speech. He is just drawing up plays and 
we got one but we couldn’t get two.” 
 
On Playing In Nashville: “It’s a tough building, I thought we have done a good job 
handling it. We scored plenty of goals tonight, it’s just making errors on defense that 
ultimately cost us the game. Hopefully we can clean that up at home and snag two 
there.” 
On Returning To Pepsi Center: “We have been good there all season, we used our 
energy to our advantage. We have won some big games at home, everyone feels good 
coming to the Pepsi Center and hopefully we can get some offense there.” 
 
Colorado head coach Jared Bednar 
On The Game: “They got the momentum in the game from their power play early in the 
second and then they also scored two 4-on-4 goals so going to the box and playing 
without 5-on-5 was not good to us tonight. They got the momentum on the power play 
and they kept it because I think we were shorthanded three times in the second period 
which is too much when we were playing a really good game to that point.” 
 
On Colorado D Samuel Girard’s Status: “He is day to day at this point. We will just see 
how he does and see how he is tomorrow.” 
 
On Girard’s Absence: “He is a big part of our team right now, I mean you guys have all 
seen what he has done for us, especially here recently. He has elevated his game at 
the right time and with Erik Johnson already out of the lineup then he becomes an even 



more valuable guy for us. It’s a loss for sure, no different than Varly or E.J. but I 
thought the guys that came in tonight, Siemens, they did everything they could. I 
thought they had a pretty good night. We handed them a couple goals tonight, the one 
on the change late, we have time, we threw it over by our bench and they got one 
there. Not getting above the puck on the one 4-on-4 we give them a couple breaks and 
we can’t do that. It’s too hard and too competitive to find ice to create scoring chances 
and before they got one of those we went down and had a great chance at the 
backdoor. The other way we didn’t reload quick enough and they get it behind us so 
it’s the difference in the hockey game. Their goalie was good again, we had a couple of 
good looks there even late and we got to find a way to be a little bit better and clean up 
a couple of those mistakes.” 
 
On Colorado F Gabriel Bourque: “He was heavy tonight, highly competitive. We have 
come to expect that but it doesn’t take away from the fact that he has been real 
consistent at doing that. He plays through people, he makes people pay a price to get 
there first, his details are tight. He has done a really nice job, I thought Wils was good 
here too.” 
 
On Creating More Scoring Chances: “You got to give them credit, like takeaway 
options and they check hard. They skate to check so time is running out quick but 
sometimes there isn’t better options, we have to know where to go with the puck 
before we get it and we got to make sure we are willing to hang on to it and drive our 
legs to protect it. Those guys, they fought right to the bitter end, they got us a couple 
of goals there late. They are looking forward to getting back home here I am sure.” 
 
On Looking Ahead To Game 3: “We are going to go put our best foot forward and 
away we go. To me, we clean up a couple of mistakes we win that hockey game, that’s 
the way I look at it. We are certainly capable of cleaning up a couple of those mistakes 
that we gave them the easy ones on and we can continue to do better offensively 
here.” 
 
 


