
	
	
	
	
	
	

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Stanley Cup Playoffs First Round, Game 1 

Nashville Predators 5, Colorado Avalanche 2 
Thursday, April 12, 2018 

 
Thursday’s game was the first-ever postseason contest between the Avalanche and 
the Predators.  
 
Eight Avalanche players made their Stanley Cup Playoff debut: Sven Andrighetto, J.T. 
Compher, Samuel Girard, Tyson Jost, Alexander Kerfoot, Mikko Rantanen, David 
Warsofsky, and Nikita Zadorov. 
 
Blake Comeau’s second-period goal was the second postseason tally of his career and 
first in an Avalanche sweater. Comeau’s other playoff marker came as a member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in Game 1 of Pittsburgh’s first-round series against the New York 
Rangers in 2015. 
 
Nikita Zadorov registered his first career postseason goal, and Mikko Rantanen 
notched his first playoff point with an assist on the tally.  
 
Carl Soderberg tallied his first postseason point for the Avalanche and first since his 
rookie campaign in 2013-14 when he collected six points (1g, 5a) in 12 playoff contests 
for the Boston Bruins. 
 
Jonathan Bernier finished with 26 saves, his highest total in six career postseason 
appearances (two starts). 
  
Colorado LW Blake Comeau 
On The Game: “I thought we did some real good things the first two periods. The third 
period we gave up some odd-man rushes and got away from our game a little bit. We 
knew it was going to be a tough building to play in. Like I said, I thought we did a real 
good job the first two periods. We had some real good chances, Rinne made some real 
good saves. There are a couple thing that we need to clean up, so I’m sure we’ll look at 
some video tomorrow, clean those up and be ready to go for Game 2.” 
  
On A Young Team Getting Playoff Experience: “It’s a good way to learn, being in these 
high pressure, high intensity games. Not a ton of playoff experience, but sometimes 
that is a good thing. You’re playing free and you’re playing with excitement and a lot of 



adrenaline. We just got to make sure that we harness it the right way in the second 
game.” 
  
On Getting Scoring Chances: “I don’t think it was that hard at all. I think we had some 
good chances and had a lot of speed through the middle. I thought a couple inches 
here and there, we had some more odd-man rushes. It just seemed that the pucks 
were bouncing a little bit away from us. Like I said, we did some good things, and there 
are things that we need to clean up. We’ll take a look at it tomorrow, move on and be 
ready for Game 2.” 
  
Colorado D Tyson Barrie 
On The Third Period: “I’m not sure it was anything that they really did. They kind of 
played tight like that all night. We did a good job for the first two periods of getting 
some sustained zone time, getting shots. For whatever reason, we didn’t get that done 
in the third.” 
  
On Colorado Having Scoring Chances: “I thought we really gave ourselves the chance 
to have the lead for parts of that game. Obviously, that one goes off Forsberg 
backdoor, that’s a tough one. There isn’t much you can do about that, and these guys 
are good when they have the lead in the third period. I think they’ve shown that all 
year. It’s disappointing, but it’s a long series and we like lots of part of our game.” 
  
On What The Team Learned: “I think it shows us that we’re right with them. The first 
two periods, we outplayed them for big parts of it. We got a bit one here on Saturday. 
We have a chance to steal that one and get it back to Pepsi Center where we’re really 
good.” 
  
On Making Adjustments For Saturday: “I think it is easy. We’ll go over some tape, get 
some rest tomorrow. It’s going to be another big one. I don’t think there is any real 
secrets. We got to adjust a few things on the power play and things like that, but it was 
a hard-fought game and we’ll be ready to go and excited to go on Saturday.” 
 
Colorado Head Coach Jared Bednar 
On What He Learned About His Team: “It told me something that I already knew. We 
have a lot of heart, and I think we played hard today. We played really hard today. I 
think we had a real good start coming in here. They had a couple plays and times in 
the game where they pushed, and I felt that we pushed back. We missed on a couple 
of our real good opportunities. They found a way to score a couple, lucky bounces.” 
  
On His Team Getting Chances And Unlucky Breaks: “We had Mikko on the breakaway. 
We had MacK in on the 2-on-1. We had a few guys that had some good looks, and we 
missed on those chances. They get a faceoff in the D-zone there before they score, to 
me, the guy swipes the puck back with his hand, easy call, and the next thing you 
know it’s down coming the other way. It is what it is. We played hard, and we’ll make 
some corrections in the game, look through some of it, and we’ll be better for it.” 
  



On The Hit On Tyson Barrie In The Second Period: “I saw the hit. It looks like he got 
some of his head coming across, for sure. Good thing he was OK and could continue 
to play.” 
  
On His Young Team Getting Playoff Experience: “I’m happy with the way we played. I 
felt like we did enough to almost earn a better result, but now we’re going to have to 
dig even harder and make sure we do earn a better result. We’re capable. We played 
hard. It was a good game by our group. It could have gone the other way, but it didn’t 
so we have to find a way to break this cycle and make sure we get the win here in 
Game 2.” 
 


