
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 5, St. Louis Blues 2 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 
 
Colorado clinched its 23rd Stanley Cup Playoff berth in franchise history and 14th 
since the franchise relocated to Denver. The Avs will face the Nashville Predators in the 
first round, the first-ever postseason meeting between the clubs. 
 
The Avalanche finished the 2017-18 regular season with a 43-30-9 record, including a 
28-11-2 mark on home ice to match a franchise record for home wins in a season set 
by the 2000-01 Stanley Cup Championship team. 
 
The Avs ended the regular season with 95 points, a jump of 47 points from 2016-17. 
Colorado is the first NHL team to post a 40-plus point improvement from one season 
to the next (82-game seasons only) since the Pittsburgh Penguins also jumped 47 
points from 2005-06 (58) to 2006-07 (105), tied for the fourth-highest year-to-year 
improvement by a team in NHL history. 
 
Samuel Girard notched his third goal since joining the Avalanche (fourth of the season) 
and his first at Pepsi Center.  
 
Carl Soderberg skated in his 400th career game and notched two assists, his 10th 
multi-point game of the season. 
 
Tyson Barrie’s second-period goal was his seventh power-play marker of the season, 
tied for the league lead among defensemen. His 30 points (6g, 24a) on the man 
advantage rank third among NHL blueliners and are the most by an Avalanche 
defenseman since Ray Bourque notched 33 (2g, 31a) in 2000-01. Barrie’s 57 points 
this season are the most by an Avalanche defenseman since Ray Bourque tallied 59 in 
2000-01. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon closes out the regular season with a career-high 97 points, the 
most by an Avalanche player since Joe Sakic (100) in 2006-07. His second-period tally 
stood as his 12th game winner of the season, tied for the league lead and tied for the 
most (Joe Sakic, 2000-01) in Avalanche history. MacKinnon’s 12 game-deciding tallies 
are tied for the second-most in franchise history behind Michel Goulet’s 16 in 1983-84. 
Eight of MacKinnon’s game-winning markers came at home, passing Milan Hejduk (7, 
2000-01) for the most in Avs history. 
 



MacKinnon ends the regular season with a league-leading 67 points (27g, 40a) at 
home, matching Joe Sakic (67 points at home in 2000-01) for the most in Avalanche 
history. 
 
Gabriel Landeskog recorded three or more points for the sixth time this season, his 
most 3+ point performances in a season.  
 
The Avs finished 2-for-3 on the penalty kill to close out the season 112-for-122 (91.8%) 
on home ice, the best home PK-unit in the league. Colorado’s league-low 10 power-
play goals allowed this season are the fewest ever allowed at home during an 80+ 
game season, passing the 1998-99 Boston Bruin’s previous record of 11. 
 
Colorado went 1-for-3 on the power play, scoring a man advantage goal for the fifth 
consecutive game to go 7-for-14 (50%) over that span. The Avs’ 65 PP tallies in 2017-
18 are tied with the Tampa Bay Lightning for second in the league and are the most by 
an Avalanche team since 2006-07 (79). 
 
Colorado scored two empty-net goals to bring its season total to a franchise-record 
20, finishing second in the NHL (Minnesota, 22). 
 
Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog 
On The Feeling Of Making The Playoffs: “I don’t even know where to start. I mean, it 
just goes to show you what a group can do and when you believe in each other and 
when you believe in what we are trying to accomplish and when you keep working 
towards that common goal, you know, beautiful things can happen. We’ve been 
believing from right at the start of training camp and through adversity and ups-and-
downs, but we found a way tonight and, what a night.” 
 
On The Avs’ Chemistry: “Obviously, this California road trip wasn’t what we wanted it 
to be and even the last 10 games or so, it has been up and down, I don’t know how 
many wins we got, but it wasn’t enough. We wanted to keep climbing. I don’t even 
know what our odds were to win this one tonight but we didn’t give a [expletive] to be 
honest with you, we just kept playing and what a night. This is one heck of a group. 
You know, I don’t think I’ve ever been part of a group with such team chemistry and 
whether we made it or not, I’d still be really proud of this group and this is a big 
accomplishment to obviously make it after such a tough season last year but, we’re not 
done.” 
 
Colorado D Tyson Barrie 
On The Team’s Adversity: “We were kind of up against it all year but you know, we had 
injuries, we had different things that came up but we always stuck with it. We didn’t 
want to, obviously, finish our season. I think we lost three in a row going into this, so 
it’s obviously not the way we wanted to do it but we just stuck with it. If you were to tell 
us in October that we had a chance to win one home game to make it into the playoffs, 
I think we would have jumped on that. We’re a proud group in here and we’re not done 
yet.” 



 
On Colorado’s Defense Stepping Up Offensively: “I think we’ve been good at that all 
year, trying to chip in from the back end. That goal by G (Colorado D Samuel Girard), I 
thought G was unbelievable tonight. He was a gamer, he came to play and he scored a 
huge goal for us and played great for us all night, so that was great to see. He gave us 
some confidence and anytime you can try to get in the play and make something 
happen, you got to do it.” 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On The Team’s Mindset Going In To The Third Period: “We just wanted to reset. I 
mean, that’s what we said after the first period. We had a good first period, big goal by 
G (Colorado D Samuel Girard) late in the first to keep the momentum for us. You know, 
they were kind of playing catch up all night. It got us some odd-man rushes in the third. 
You know, when you have leads, they have to take chances and we capitalized on 
some of that stuff. Yeah, we locked it down and I thought we played a smart game. 
They had a couple of chances in the third, but Bernie (Colorado G Jonathan Bernier) 
was great when we needed him.” 
 
On The Avs’ Chemistry: “It’s great. We’re all so young, youngest team in the NHL. We 
definitely have a closeness that I’ve never experienced before on a team. Everybody is 
rooting for each other, everybody is pulling in the same direction. We think it’s been 
showing all season.” 
 
St. Louis G Jake Allen 
On The End Of The Season: “Everyone is pretty proud in here. There’s a lot of people, 
majority of people didn’t even give us a chance to be in this game or be here. We had 
our ups-and-downs this year, it was a wild year, but we found a way to beat good 
teams at the right time and give ourselves a chance. Credit to Colorado, they have 
improved immensely over the last couple of years and they played well again tonight 
obviously. It’s tough to take, we gave ourselves a chance but still not good enough.” 
 
On Missing The Playoffs: “This league is so tight. There’s so much parity, we know if 
you’re not right, you’re not going to get into the playoffs. It doesn’t matter, the Buffalo 
Sabres could come in next year and be a top team in the East. It’s just the way the 
league is and the way the players are.” 
 
St. Louis RW Alexander Steen  
On The Loss: “Right now it is just tough to swallow. Just an empty feeling. It’s hard to 
dissect. We had our fair share of chances, 2-1 game, we hit two posts and a crossbar. 
We had O-zone time, but they had some as well and obviously Snakey (St. Louis G 
Jake Allen) made some big saves to keep us in the game. It’s just tough to dissect this 
close after.” 
 
On Giving Up The First Goal: “It didn’t matter to us at that point, we were still going. I 
think we came out in the second with a good jump. The second one is tough but we 
come back again and it’s 2-1. Like I said we hit some posts and a crossbar.” 


