
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 2, Vegas Golden Knights 1 (SO) 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
 
The Avalanche improved to 2-1 in shootouts this season and 1-0 on home ice in the 
skills competition. Entering today’s contest, Colorado was the only team in the league 
that had not played a shootout game at home.  
 
Colorado is 26-10-2 on home ice this season, tied for the third-most home victories in 
franchise history. 
 
Wins Season 
28 2000-01 
27 2007-08 
26 2017-18 
26 2013-14 
26 1996-97 

 
The Avs are 34-7-3 when scoring the first goal of the game, tied for the third-most wins 
(Tampa Bay) in the league when registering the game’s first tally. 
 
Colorado finished 1-for-4 on the power play and is 18-for-60 on the man advantage 
over its last 17 games (since Feb. 20), the second-best unit in the league during that 
span (Toronto, 41.2%). 
 
Colorado finishes the season with a 6-4-2 overall record in day games in 2017-18 and 
a 5-1-1 mark at home in matinee contests. 
 
Semyon Varlamov stopped all three attempts in the shootout to improve to 108-for-143 
(.755) in his career, the best save percentage among goalies who have faced 100+ 
shootout attempts. 
 
Carl Soderberg notched his 16th goal of the season, matching a career high set during 
his rookie campaign in 2013-14 with the Boston Bruins.  
 
Gabriel Landeskog is now 5-for-13 (38.5%) in shootouts throughout his career, four of 
which have been game-deciding goals. 
 
Alexander Kerfoot picked up his 39th point of the season to move into a tie for 10th 
place in Avalanche history in rookie scoring (since 1995-96). Kerfoot surpasses 



teammate Mikko Rantanen, who finished his rookie campaign with 38 points (20g, 18a) 
and is tied with T.J. Galiardi, who registered 39 points (15g, 24a) during his first season 
in 2009-10. 
 
Mark Alt suited up in his first game for the Avalanche, finishing with two hits and one 
blocked shot in 10:58 of ice time. 
 
Shea Theodore (8) and Brad Hunt (7) each registered a season high for shots. 
 
With the shootout loss, Vegas can clinch a playoff berth tonight if the St. Louis Blues 
lose to the Columbus Blue Jackets in regulation AND the Los Angeles Kings lose to the 
Edmonton Oilers in regulation. 
 
Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog 
On Today’s Game: “Right from the get-go, obviously we were hungry to respond from 
the other night against L.A. and it’s a fun test against a team like this who has been 
doing so well all season long. We come out and we have a real strong first period I 
think. In the second, we got a lot of momentum shift and playing down there in their 
zone and obviously, [I] could give us a little bit of a cushion there in the third period. 
You know, Nate (Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon) feeds me a back-door tap-in and 
Fleury (Vegas G Marc-Andre Fleury) makes a nice save and then (Vegas C Jonathan) 
Marchessault goes down and scores after that. In the third period, I mean that was 
some high-pace hockey there, physical, and it was fun. I think the refs noticed what 
was on the line and kind of let a little bit go and that was a lot of fun.” 
 
On His Game-Winning Shootout Goal: “That’s kind of my go-to move I guess, come in 
from an angle and then cut and shoot low blocker. I think when Mikko (Colorado RW 
Mikko Rantanen) came in, there wasn’t much room there low blocker side. I wasn’t 
sure when I came down what I was going to do and then I just kind of cut, closed my 
eyes and shot it. He (Vegas G Marc-Andre Fleury) made some nice saves during the 
game on me and it was nice to get that one back.” 
 
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen 
On The Power Play: “They have a good PK. We play against them Monday night so I 
think we have to move the puck a little bit ahead of the pressure and probably try to 
get more shots, but I think second unit did a great job and got a lead for us in the first, 
so it was a good job.” 
 
On The Atmosphere: “I have never been in the playoffs, it’s probably a little bit better in 
playoffs, but yeah, it was kind of a playoff atmosphere out there. Full rink and it’s loud. 
You can’t even hear your teammates or anything so it was a lot of fun and the biggest 
thing is the two points. Every guy on the team did such a great job [today].” 
 
Colorado G Semyon Varlamov 
On His Shootout Performance: “Like today, I had no idea what the players were going 
to do against me because usually you kind of learn from the past. You kind of know 



like the players, what they [are] going to do, like their moves. But today, I had no idea 
what they were going to do so I just tried to stay patient.” 
 
On The Crowd Chanting His Name: “I love it. It’s the best feeling when the fans are 
cheering your name. It’s the best feeling. That’s what we play for, that’s what we train 
for. It’s very exciting and I want to say thank you to the fans. We really appreciate it. 
They came today, it was sold out I’m sure. It was a great atmosphere. I felt like we 
played like a playoff game.” 
 
Vegas RW James Neal 
On Today’s Game: “Great atmosphere. Fans were into it so you could definitely feel it 
on the ice.  Could be a first-round matchup, playing playoff-type hockey right now so it 
was a good game.” 
 
On The Loss: “I think it went both ways, we were both playing hard. Obviously we have 
to respect their speed, especially with (Colorado C Nathan) MacKinnon out there. He’s 
a tough player to cover, I thought we did a good job on him tonight, guys were tough 
on him. We just have to bury one in the shootout, (Vegas G Marc-Andre) Fleury played 
unbelievable.” 
 
Vegas LW Jonathan Marchessault 
On Vegas G Marc-Andre Fleury’s Performance: “He has been like that all year, he 
keeps us in the game every game. It has definitely been fun to watch, but we can’t give 
up grade-A chances like that.” 
 
On The Team’s Performance: “It was a sloppy first period, definitely. We have to be 
more regular and play 60 minutes. We’re not having as much of a good stretch, but I 
think we are facing teams that are more desperate than us and that’s the way it goes. 
We keep playing good hockey and we got a big point tonight.” 
 
 


