
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 3, Vancouver Canucks 1 

Monday, February 26, 2018 
 
The Avalanche wrapped up its season series with Vancouver, finishing 2-0-1. 
 
Colorado is 21-8-1 on home ice this season and winners of 11 of its last 12 outings at 
Pepsi Center, outscoring opponents 43-19 during that stretch. The Avalanche is 
averaging 3.5 goals per game inside the friendly confines, which ranks fifth in the 
league in scoring at home. 
 
The Avs are now 28-6-2 when scoring the first goal of the game, tied for the fourth-
most wins in the NHL when lighting the lamp first. 
 
Colorado is now 6-0-0 on Monday in 2017-18. 
 
Mikko Rantanen notched his team-leading 24th power-play point of the season (9g, 
15a) and is now tied with Nathan MacKinnon for the team lead in goals with the man 
advantage (9). Rantanen’s marker was his 20th of the 2017-18 campaign, the second 
consecutive season he’s registered 20 goals. 
 
MacKinnon has totaled 49 points (20g, 29a) on home ice this season, taking sole 
possession of the league lead in home scoring (he entered Monday’s contest two 
points behind Winnipeg’s Blake Wheeler).  
 
MacKinnon notched his ninth game-winning goal of the season, which is a team high 
and tied with Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point for second in the NHL (Calgary’s Sean 
Monahan ranks first with 11). MacKinnon’s nine game winners are the most by an 
Avalanche player in a single campaign since Marek Svatos recorded nine in 2005-06. 
 
The Avs’ top line of Gabriel Landeskog (12g, 16a), MacKinnon (20g, 29a) and Rantanen 
(15g, 24a) has combined for 116 points (47g, 69a) at home this season. 
 
Tyson Barrie recorded his 32nd assist of the season, marking his highest total since 
the 2015-16 campaign.  
 
Colorado finished 2-for-2 on the penalty kill and is 86-for-93 (92.5%) on the kill at 
home this season, the league’s top-ranked home penalty-kill unit. The Avs have 
allowed a league-low seven power-play goals on home ice in 2017-18. 
 



Blake Comeau skated in his 700th NHL game. 
 
Nikita Zadorov picked up his 12th assist of the season, which matches a career high 
set during the 2014-15 campaign. 
 
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen 
On His Power-Play Goal: “We had two power plays before that. We were a little bit 
lazy, we didn’t move the puck that sharp so we wanted to go into that third power play 
just before the end of the period. We were talking about moving the puck real quick 
and attacking more at the net and getting more shots. That’s how we created the 
passing lane. A great pass by him (Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon) and it went in.” 
 
On Playing Against Calgary On Wednesday: “We have a little payback. They won last 
time they were here too so I think [we are] 0-2 against them this year, so I think it’s time 
to get a win against those guys. I don’t know if they played today or not but we are 
battling with them for a wildcard spot so it’s going to be a huge game for us.” 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On Getting The Win: “We had to rebound after [losses] in Edmonton and Calgary. You 
know, we knew we have better than what we had on the road trip but I thought we got 
off to a good start tonight. They had over 30 shots but I thought they were a lot of 
perimeter and Varly (Colorado G Semyon Varlamov) obviously played great like he 
always does. We got on the attack, we were aggressive and it worked out.” 
 
On Playing Against Calgary On Wednesday: “I’m not sure where we are after tonight’s 
win but we definitely need a lot more of those. You know, it’s going to be a big game 
against Calgary. It could be a deciding playoff game but we need to win a lot of hockey 
games to get into the playoffs and it’s so tight in the Western [Conference].” 
 
Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog 
On Colorado’s Goaltenders Giving The Team Confidence: “Varly (Colorado G Semyon 
Varlamov) has been solid all year and anytime Bernie’s (Colorado G Jonathan Bernier) 
been in, he’s been steady and given us a chance to win and really stolen a few games 
for us, which is real important. I think the way Varly played tonight, obviously that gives 
us a lot of confidence. But as a group, I think guys are doing a great job of keeping 
things to the outside and making sure he sees everything, but he made the big stops 
when he needed to.” 
 
On Getting The Win: “It’s important, no doubt. All games are important for us right now 
and we can’t really let anything slide for us at this point. It doesn’t matter if your 
opponent is in or out of a playoff spot, we just need to make sure we take care of 
business and that’s what we did tonight.” 
 
Vancouver RW Daniel Sedin 
On Tonight’s Game: “Good effort for sure. I’m starting to like how we are playing. If we 
play like this, even though you’re tied you’re going to stay in games. Like I said before, 



I think this game could have gone either way. They got an early one on the power play, 
and we had our chances to score but their goalie played great.” 
 
On The Team’s Performance: “I like the effort. Like I said we are playing the right way. 
When you lose a game, I think it’s easy to fix. It’s the little things that aren’t there and 
we have to get there. It’s minor things in our game and it’s baby steps, but we are 
getting close.” 
 
Vancouver C Bo Horvat 
On The Penalty Kill: “It was way better. I thought we shut them down pretty good, 
especially early. When you get offensive opportunities, obviously you are going to try to 
make the most of it early and I thought we did a good job containing that.” 
 
On The Loss: “It’s no fun losing but you have to take the positives out of it. Obviously, 
Danny [Vancouver RW Daniel Sedin] scoring there and our will to win was high tonight, 
I thought. It’s just a matter of putting the puck in the net. It’s a funny game like that, 
sometimes you get the bounces, sometimes you don’t.” 
 
 


