
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 5, San Jose Sharks 3 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 
 
The Avalanche extended its win streak to eight games, equaling the third-longest 
streak in franchise history. The Avs have scored the first goal in all eight victories and 
have outscored opponents 34-13 during the streak. They have not trailed at any point 
during this span, the longest streak of consecutive wins without trailing in 
Nordiques/Avalanche history. 
 
Colorado’s eight-game win streak matches the longest streak for any team in 2017-18 
(Vegas: Dec. 14-Jan. 2, Los Angeles: Nov. 25-Dec. 9). The Avs’ seven-game home win 
streak is the longest active streak in the league. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon extended his goal streak to four games, a career long, and is the 
first Avalanche player to record a goal in four straight games since John Mitchell (Oct. 
8-16, 2015). MacKinnon’s point streak stands at eight games, the second-longest 
active streak in the NHL, and ties Mikko Rantanen for the longest point streak by an 
Avalanche player this season. MacKinnon’s 57 points rank second in the league, just 
four behind Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov. 
 
MacKinnon has five multi-goal games this season, the most in his career. All five of 
MacKinnon’s multi-goal performances have come on home ice, making him the first 
player to register five multi-goal contests at home in a season since Matt Duchene 
(2010-11). MacKinnon’s eight three-point games this season is the most since Joe 
Sakic in 2006-07. 
 
More than one player has registered three-plus points on seven occasions this season. 
It’s the most games the Avalanche have had multiple players record three or more 
points since the 2009-10 campaign (8 games). 
 
Date Opponent Players With 3+ Points 
Oct. 24 Dallas Comeau, Nieto 
Oct. 28 Chicago MacKinnon, Rantanen 
Nov. 16 Washington Landeskog, MacKinnon, Rantanen 
Dec. 16 Tampa Bay Barrie, Landeskog, MacKinnon 
Dec. 31 N.Y. Islanders Landeskog, MacKinnon 
Jan. 6 Minnesota MacKinnon, Rantanen 
Jan. 18 San Jose MacKinnon, Rantanen 

 



Mikko Rantanen finished with three points (1g, 2a), his fifth game this season in which 
he’s totaled three or more points. Of those five performances, three have come in 2018 
(Jan. 2 vs. Winnipeg, Jan. 6 vs. Minnesota). Rantanen’s goal stood as the game winner, 
the fourth game-winning goal of his career and second in 2017-18 (Jan. 4, 2018 vs. 
Columbus). 
 
Jonathan Bernier made a season-high 45 saves, three short of his career high, earning 
his seventh consecutive win. It’s the longest winning streak by an Avalanche 
goaltender since Jean-Sebastien Giguere (Oct. 10-Dec. 6, 2013). 
 
Matt Nieto finished with two points (1g, 1a), his first points against his former team 
(3GP). 
 
The Avalanche is 21-4-2 this season when scoring first and 19-1-1 when leading after 
two periods. 
 
The Avs were 1-for-4 on the power play and is 9-for-28 with the man advantage during 
their eight-game win streak (32.1%). 
 
Colorado finished a season-high 7-for-7 on the penalty kill and is now 77-for-83 on the 
PK at home this season, the top-ranked home penalty kill in the league. Overall, the 
Avs’ PK unit ranks second in the league (138-162, 85.2%). 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On Tonight’s Game: “It was a good test for us I think. You know, down the stretch, 
they scored a couple goals. They broke it up in the second, a couple in the third and all 
of the sudden it’s a one-goal game. They had like seven power plays so that’s 
obviously tough to give the fifth-ranked power play but our PK stopped every one of 
them, which was fantastic. It was a collective effort tonight.” 
 
On Colorado’s Eight-Game Winning Streak: “We’re not going to win every game this 
season. We could lose two, three in a row but this is a good foundation for us to realize 
how we are going to win. We’re not just lucky we are winning eight straight. There is a 
reason why, you know, the process how we are handling this. So, when some 
adversity comes, we’ll have this to look back on.” 
 
Colorado LW Matt Nieto 
On The Avs’ Penalty Kill: “That’s a dangerous power play and I think when we play 
them again, we’re not going to want to give them that many opportunities. You know, 
they had their chances. It’s hard to defend. Bernie (Colorado G Jonathan Bernier) came 
up big and when we needed to get clears, we got clears. Yeah, just a continued good 
job by the penalty kill.” 
 
On His Goal: “It definitely felt good, especially at that moment in the game. It’s a tight 
game, they are pushing, they only need one to tie it. It was kind of an insurance goal so 
yeah, it was nice.” 



 
Colorado G Jonathan Bernier 
On The End Of The Game: “Obviously at the end, we didn’t panic. To me, it’s more that 
we stopped playing our gameplan. We had an unbelievable first – we skated, we 
competed and then we kind of took it easy when it was 4-0. Like I mentioned, you 
can’t be perfect every game and we are going to learn from it as a group and we are 
going to move on and get ready for Saturday.” 
 
On Playing Against San Jose: “They are a really tough team. They’re big bodies, they 
have a lot of players with skills. I thought that was probably our toughest test on the PK 
in a while and they made some good plays but we found a way to win.” 
 
San Jose C Logan Couture 
On The Third Period: “We gave ourselves a chance at least. We could have had 
multiple goals at the end there. I think giving up that fifth one obviously hurt, but the 
first period wasn’t good enough. We can be happy with the way we pushed at the end, 
but we have to get points so it’s a missed opportunity” 
 
On Colorado G Jonathan Bernier’s Power-Play Performance: “He (Colorado G 
Jonathan Bernier) made some really nice saves. I think if you ask our guys though, 
they’d like to have some of those chances back and stick them in the back of the net.”  
 
San Jose RW Joe Pavelski 
On The Loss: “We felt like we should have won that game, at least tie it up there. They 
make a nice play to score an extra one, but even at that point with the opportunities 
and power plays we had, we made it 4-3 and got some looks. Our only thought was to 
tie it up. It’s a deep hole to come back from, but a lot of credit to the guys to make it a 
game and give ourselves a chance.” 
 
On The Late Push: “Games are coming fast and furious and some periods are not your 
best. It’s good to see someone provide us a little spark, a little fire in the third, and 
everyone was able to build off that momentum. We just ran out of time.” 
 
 
 
 
 


