
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 2, Columbus Blue Jackets 0  

Thursday, January 4, 2018 
 
The Avalanche extended its win streak to a season-high four games, its first four-game 
win streak since Jan. 18-23, 2016. Colorado improved to 4-1-0 through the first five 
games of its season-long, six-game homestand. The Avs are 9-3-1 in their last 13 
contests and 5-1-0 in their last six at Pepsi Center. 
 
Colorado is 38-14-4 (.714) all-time against the Blue Jackets, including a 20-8-1 (.707) 
mark at home in the overall series. 
 
Jonathan Bernier picked up his 16th career shutout and second of the season (Nov. 22 
vs. Dallas). 
 
Mikko Rantanen finished with a goal, his 14th of the season, and an assist for his 
second-straight multi-point game. He has five points (2g, 3a) in his last two games and 
13 points (5g, 8a) in his last 10 outings. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon extended his point streak to four games (2g, 7a) and has totaled 49 
points (17g, 32a) in the 2017-18 campaign, fifth in the NHL. His 37 points (13g, 24a) in 
22 home contests ranks first in the league.  
 
The Avs were 1-for-3 on the power play and are 10-for-34 (29.4%) in their last nine 
games. 
 
Colorado held Columbus scoreless on three man-advantage opportunities and is 65-
for-70 on the penalty kill at home this season, the top-ranked home PK in the league. 
The Avalanche PK unit has killed 39 of its last 40 times shorthanded (97.5%). 
 
With an assist on Rantanen’s second-period tally, Samuel Girard now has four points 
(0g, 4a) in his last four contests. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon (7) and Mark Barberio (4) each matched a season high for shots. 
Barberio also matched a season high in time on ice (21:21). 
 
Carl Soderberg’s 21:05 of ice time is a season high. 
 
 
 



Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen 
On Tonight’s Game: “It was a solid 60 minutes I think. I don’t think we had our best 
game but still, we managed to win and Bernie (Colorado G Jonathan Bernier) played a 
great game in the net so it was a good team effort.”  
 
On His Goal: “It was a good setup play after the faceoff on the power play. G (Colorado 
D Samuel Girard) gave it to Jost (Colorado C Tyson Jost) in the middle, a lot of room 
there, and then he slid it to me. I tried actually to go backdoor for Nate (Colorado C 
Nathan MacKinnon) but this time, it took a deflection from the D and went in so it was 
a good bounce for us.” 
 
Colorado D Mark Barberio 
On Tonight’s Game: “You know, you get further on in the season, we are getting into 
the second half and teams are really getting into their systems. They know position-
wise where they have to be so goals aren’t as easy to come by. We got a chance on 
that power play, got a big special teams goal. Sometimes, that’s what it’s going to take 
to win hockey games going down the stretch.”  
 
On The Avs’ Defense: “We are definitely playing with confidence but I think the biggest 
thing is as a group, forwards and defense, we are paying attention defensively and 
taking care of our own zone, which is leading to good offense. We are in a stretch of 
games where it seems like we are playing one, day off, playing one, day off. It’s kind of 
good, we are getting into a good routine and trying to get the win and refocus for the 
next one.” 
 
Colorado G Jonathan Bernier 
On Getting The Win: “It’s really good to get the win. I thought we battled hard. It’s 
never easy to win a game 1-0 but we played the right way. We put the puck in deep 
and we killed some time, especially in the third there at the end. So, a big two points 
for us.”  
 
On His Play As Of Late: “Like I mentioned, I think it’s a lot easier when you start playing 
more games to get in the zone, to stay focused. It just comes a lot easier. Obviously, 
the team is playing really well since we’ve been home this homestand. So Saturday, we 
have another big matchup before our break and we have to make sure we finish 
strong.”  
 
Columbus RW Josh Anderson 
On The Loss: “We didn’t create too many chances tonight. I remember looking up on 
the clock and we had around nine shots in the second period. We did a good job in the 
neutral zone, but I think we have to find a way to get it in deep. I think we were trying to 
be too cute in the neutral zone, and they got some turnovers. It just looked like it was a 
one-goal game tonight.” 
 
On Tonight’s Game: “I think we did such good job the other night in Dallas where we 
were really good on our reloads, really smart and guys were blocking shots. I don’t 



know what it was tonight. We played pretty solid defensively I thought, I don’t think we 
gave up too much. But then again we have to capitalize on our chances and get more 
to the net.” 
 
Columbus D Zach Werenski 
 
On The Team’s Struggle To Score: “It’s hard to score late. We just tried to get as many 
shots on net as we could and get bodies there. We couldn’t get one past them tonight. 
They stood tall and played well defensively. I just think we have to get more guys to the 
net and more shots. The D has to do a better job getting pucks to the net and find a 
way to bang in some rebounds.” 
 
On The Third Period: “We needed a better start. I think they came out with a lot of fire. 
They are a quick team playing at home, in their own building. We knew that was going 
to happen, but we have to be better. Once we realize we are down one with a short 
time left and we have to get one, we started getting guys to the net, getting more 
opportunities and rebounds were happening. That’s when we got our chances. We 
didn’t get one by them, but those were good chances we had. We just have to do that 
for a full 60.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


