
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 3, Winnipeg Jets 2 (OT)  

Tuesday, January 2, 2018 
 
Colorado improved to 3-1-0 through its first four games of a season-long, six-game 
homestand, and the Avs are 2-0-0 against Winnipeg in 2017-18 and winners of the last 
four home meetings of the series.  
 
Colorado’s three-game win streak matches a season high, and the Avs are 8-3-1 in 
their last 12 outings. 
 
The Avalanche is 5-2-1 in overtime this season, including a 3-1-0 record at home (3-0 
at Pepsi Center). 
 
Erik Johnson notched his third game-winning goal of the season, matching a career 
high for game winners in a single campaign since scoring three during his rookie 
season in 2007-08. It was his fifth career overtime tally and second with the Avalanche 
(April 4, 2017 vs. Chicago). Johnson is now tied for third among league defensemen in 
game-winning goals. 
 
The Avs top line of Gabriel Landeskog (2g, 3a), Nathan MacKinnon (2g, 6a) and Mikko 
Rantanen (3g, 2a) has combined for 18 points (7g, 11a) through Colorado’s first four 
games of its current homestand. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon registered his 15th multi-point game of the season, matching his 
career high for multi-point efforts in a single campaign (2013-14). He’s now totaled 48 
points this season (17g, 31a), which ranks fifth in the league. His 36 points (13g, 23a) in 
21 home contests ranks first in the NHL. 
 
With a goal and two assists, Mikko Rantanen picked up his third three-point game of 
the season and fourth of his career.  
 
Colorado was 3-for-4 on the penalty kill, ending its PK streak at 36 consecutive kills, 
the second-longest streak in Avalanche history (43, Oct. 5-26, 1996).  
 
Gabriel Bourque finished with a career high five blocked shots. 
 
Blake Wheeler finished with a season-high nine shots, one short of his career high (Jan. 
18, 2016 vs. Colorado). With two goals on the night, Wheeler has 47 points (13g, 34a) 
this season, good for sixth in the NHL. 



Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen 
On Tonight’s Game: “They got a lucky bounce in the last minute and tied the game, so 
that was unfortunate, but a great goal by EJ (Colorado D Erik Johnson) there and 
stepped up and put the puck in the net.”  
 
On Getting The Win: “It’s a huge win. Like you said, it wasn’t a perfect game. They 
were outshooting us but we stayed with it and our goalies helped a lot, so it was a 
good game. It was a good win. We have to win these games even though you are not 
playing probably your best but still need to find a way to get the two points, so that’s 
great character from all of us.” 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On Playing In Overtime: “It was exciting. I think the last 10 minutes and the OT was 
great for the fans. We had fun as well.” 
 
On Getting The Win: “It’s nice. We’re right in the hunt. I don’t know with the other 
games that are going on tonight but we were three points out coming into tonight. 
Hopefully, we are one [point out]. You know, we are climbing. Obviously we had a 
really good December. We kicked off things good here too. I mean we’ve had a nice 
homestand. We didn’t take advantage of our last one, we were 1-4, and we wanted to 
stay focused this whole homestand.” 
 
Colorado D Erik Johnson 
On Overtime: “You know, kind of a fluky way for them to tie it there in third. It was good 
to get the two points ultimately. We had a 2-on-1, back-and-forth, they had a 
breakaway, 3-on-3, crazy stuff is going to happen. You know, it was nice to get the 
win.” 
 
On His Game-Winning Goal: “He’s (Winnipeg G Connor Hellebuyck) one of the better 
goalies in the league. I was just trying to get a little elevation on it and put it low 
blocker. We have a scouting sheet before the game that says where most of his goals 
go in, the percentages, so high blocker is one of those places. I think it hit his pad and 
it went north up in the top of the net so it felt good to get the two points under the 
circumstances [with] how they tied it.” 
 
Winnipeg C Blake Wheeler 
On The Team’s Comeback: “You want to win every game but when you’re down 2-0 
going into the third on the road, I thought it was a pretty good fight out of our group. 
Shot count indicates we spent a lot of time in their zone, and it was good to finally get 
that equalizer.” 
 
On Winnipeg G Connor Hellebuyck’s Performance: “He allowed us to tie the game up. 
When we are down that’s the key, to keep it within striking distance. Especially with 
our group because we feel like we can score goals if you give us the opportunity, and 
he did that. He kept us in the game and made some huge saves.” 
 



Winnipeg C Bryan Little 
On The Loss: “It’s one of these games where we didn’t play our best. We managed to 
stay in it and come back and get a point out of it. It would have been nice to win that in 
overtime but we showed a lot of character coming back and at least getting a point out 
of it.” 
 
On Winnipeg C Blake Wheeler’s Performance: “He’s had these types of games before. 
That’s why he’s our captain. He not only leads in the dressing room, but he has the 
ability to go out there and back it up. He did a lot on those two goals to get us a point. 
It was a great game by him.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


