
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 6, New York Islanders 1  

Sunday, December 31, 2017 
 
The Avalanche improve to 8-5-2 on New Year’s Eve and 4-2-1 at home on the last day 
of the calendar year. 
 
The Avs finish December 7-3-1 after starting the month 0-4-0. 
 
Colorado’s 23 shots in the second stanza is a season high for shots in a period and the 
most shots the Avs have recorded in a period since Jan. 28, 2013 at Edmonton (3rd 
period). It’s also the most shots the Avalanche have registered in a period on home ice 
since Dec. 27, 2010 vs. Detroit (2nd period). 
 
The Avalanche’s 48 total shots is a new season high, surpassing its previous high of 41 
(2x- last: Oct. 19 vs. St. Louis). 
 
Nathan MacKinnon registered his second-straight three-point game, the first time in his 
career he’s recorded three points in back-to-back outings.  
 
MacKinnon now has three or more points in six contests this season, the most by an 
Avalanche player since Paul Stastny had seven 3+ point performances during the 
2009-10 campaign. All six of MacKinnon’s 3+ point games have come at home, the 
most since Stastny in the 2007-08 season (six). 
 
MacKinnon is the NHL’s leading scorer since Nov. 1, totaling 38 points (13g, 25a) in 
that span. He’s totaled 34 points (12g, 22a) in 20 home contests this season. 
 
The Avalanche finished 3-for-3 on the penalty kill and extended its streak to 33 
consecutive kills, the club’s longest streak in a single season since 1998-99 (35 
straight, Oct. 31-Nov. 17, 1998). Colorado has now gone 11 straight games without 
allowing a power-play goal, the longest stretch in Avalanche history. 
 
The Avs are now 116-for-138 (84.1%) on the penalty kill this season and 59-for-63 
(93.7%) on home ice, the best home penalty kill in the league. Colorado hasn’t allowed 
a man-advantage tally at home since Dec. 1 vs. New Jersey.  
 
Colorado is 9-for-29 on the power play in its last seven games (31%). 
 



The Avs four second-period goals matches a season high for markers in a single frame 
(4x- last: Dec. 23 at Arizona). 
 
Colorado’s two power-play goals in the second period matches a season high for PP 
tallies in a period (5x- last: Dec. 23 at Arizona). 
 
With two tallies tonight, Gabriel Landeskog now has 16 goals on the season, tied with 
Nathan MacKinnon for the team lead. His two power-play markers is a career high. 
 
Samuel Girard matched a career high with two points, his first multipoint game in an 
Avalanche sweater. 
 
Carl Soderberg registered two points (1g, 1a) and finishes the month of December with 
nine points (4g, 5a), which ranks fourth on the team for the month. 
 
With an assist tonight, Alexander Kerfoot now has 25 points (10g, 15a) this season, tied 
for fifth among NHL rookies. 
 
Tyson Jost recorded a career-high six shots. Patrik Nemeth (6) and Matt Nieto (5) each 
registered season highs for shots. 
 
Thomas Greiss appeared in his 200th NHL game. Anders Lee skated in his 300th NHL 
contest. 
 
Josh Bailey extended his point streak to 11 games (7g, 12a), the longest active streak 
in the league.  
 
Sebastian Aho made his NHL debut and finished with two shots and 15:57 of ice time. 
 
Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog 
On The Avs’ Special Teams: “I mean obviously we get a 5-on-3 there, you don’t get too 
many of those. You know, we have some plays that we work through over the course 
of the season and one of them ended up working out. But power play has been good 
and we talked about it before the game, special teams is important and PK came up 
big again so we want to keep that going.”  
 
On The Avs’ Offense: “We know that we have scoring all throughout our lineup, no 
problem, and obviously the way that Carl’s (Colorado C Carl Soderberg) line was 
playing tonight, that kind of set the bar high for the rest of us. Obviously, Bernie 
(Colorado G Jonathan Bernier) made some real solid saves and the big ones when we 
needed them. We just have to keep doing the little things right. That’s what we talked 
about in the dressing room and we kept doing it and we kept getting rewarded for it.” 
 
Colorado G Jonathan Bernier 
On The Avs’ Performance: “I thought overall, we dominated. Our power play clicked 
tonight and I think that was the biggest thing in our game is when your power play is 



successful, like it was tonight, you’re going to score two, three goals and close all of 
your games like that.” 
 
On His Performance: “I think sometimes when you don’t play a lot, you’re trying to 
maybe do too much and tonight, I just kind of stuck to my game and [was trying to] be 
more patient and read the game and I felt pretty good tonight.” 
 
Colorado C Carl Soderberg 
On His Line’s Performance: “I think we came out strong in the first period. We had a lot 
of chances, we didn’t get more than one goal but in the second, we got rewarded.” 
 
On The Avs’ Special Teams: “We know our PK has been really good lately, we can’t 
trust that one, and our power play got going again, like those goals [helped] win the 
game for us.” 
 
New York Islanders C John Tavares 
On The Loss: “We had poor execution today and we didn’t seem as hungry on the 
puck as they were. We aren’t winning enough battles and that’s not creating a whole 
lot. Obviously they came out hard and skated well. We just didn’t have our best today 
for whatever reason and its disappointing. Starting with myself, we have to look 
ourselves in the mirror and know we have a big week ahead where we have to 
challenge ourselves to be better.” 
 
On Moving Forward: “You have to try to go out there and play with pride. We play in 
the NHL and it’s embarrassing getting beat like that. I don’t think much has to be said 
other than to go out there and compete. Don’t take for granted playing in this league 
each and every night. Don’t forget what we are playing for and how hard it is to get to 
the playoffs. A lot of us know that already so during a game like that we are obviously 
disappointed, and when you have to play out the last 25 minutes down five goals you 
don’t want it to get any worse. You want to try to build on the positives.” 
 
New York Islanders RW Josh Bailey 
On The Loss: “It was a frustrating game. I think they were better than us in almost all 
areas. Sometimes you get your butt kicked a little bit and you can’t get too down on 
yourself. I think we will try to learn from this, talk about it and try to come back with a 
good response. It’s one of those things that during the season you are going to have 
those ups and downs. Obviously this is a pretty big down and a frustrating game, but it 
creates an opportunity for a good bounce back.” 
 
On What Needs To Change: “We need to be better in a lot of areas. I thought 
defensively as a whole, not just the D or goaltending but forwards as well, we just 
weren’t very good. I think that they were able to sustain zone time and we weren’t 
making crisp plays or getting the puck out. That’s definitely one area and then just our 
overall compete level. When we are getting pucks in deep, moving our feet and 
skating, I think that’s when we are at our best.” 
 


