
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 4, Toronto Maple Leafs 3 (OT)  

Friday, December 29, 2017 
 
The Avalanche finished 2-for-2 on the penalty kill, extending its streak to 30 
consecutive kills. Colorado has now gone 10 straight games without allowing a power-
play goal, the longest streak in Avalanche history (since 1995-96). Colorado’s streak of 
30 straight kills is its longest since 1998-99 (35 straight, Oct. 31-Nov. 17, 1998). 
 
The Avs have given up only four power-play goals in 19 games and 60 chances at 
home. The club hasn’t allowed a man-advantage goal at Pepsi Center since Dec. 1 vs. 
New Jersey. Colorado’s penalty kill is now 113-for-135 (83.7%) overall this season and 
56-for-60 (93.3%) on home ice, the best home penalty kill in the league. 
 
J.T. Compher registered his first career overtime goal and third game-winning tally of 
his career, his second in an 11-day span after potting the game-winning marker 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Dec. 18. All three of Compher’s game winners have 
come at home. 
 
Compher’s tally marked the sixth regular season overtime goal by a rookie in 
Colorado/Quebec franchise history, joining Mike Eagles (1985-86), Andrei Kovalenko 
(1992-93), Gabriel Landeskog (2011-12), Tyson Barrie (2012-13) and Mikko Rantanen 
(2016-17). 
 
Rantanen extended his point streak to eight games, the longest of his career. It’s the 
longest point streak for an Avalanche player since Ryan O’Reilly’s eight-game point 
streak from March 14-30, 2015. Rantanen’s streak is the fourth-longest active run in 
the NHL behind Josh Bailey (10 games), John Tavares (nine games) and Nikita 
Kucherov (nine games). He also has a current seven-game home point streak, totaling 
eight points in that span (4g, 4a). 
 
The Avalanche improved to 4-2-1 in overtime this season, while Toronto fell in the OT 
session for the first time in 2017-18 (lost once in a shootout) and is now 6-1-1 in games 
that go beyond 60 minutes. 
 
With three points (1g, 2a) tonight, Nathan MacKinnon now ranks ninth in the NHL in 
scoring with 43 points (16g, 27a). He has 31 points (12g, 19a) in 19 home contests this 
season. MacKinnon has registered five three-point games this season, all of which 
have come at home. 
 



Nikita Zadorov registered his second multipoint game of the month (Dec. 16 vs. Tampa 
Bay) and fifth of his career. 
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On The First Period: “We had a good first period. I mean, the shots were low but we 
had lots of chances. You know, maybe we need to shoot a couple more pucks but 
overall, we had a good effort.” 
 
On Playing Against Toronto C Auston Matthews: “It was great. He’s one of the best 
players in the league. He’s one of my favorite players to watch for sure. He’s so 
talented. Yeah, I mean it’s always fun going against top players like that, good young 
guys, you know, see what they do and some of the great things that they do out there. 
Like I said, it’s always fun to play against top players.” 
 
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen 
On Tonight’s Game: “I think it was a great 60 minutes we played. We had a lot of 
chances and Varly (Colorado G Semyon Varlamov) played great in the net so I think 
every guy had a great game and we got the two points, which is the most important 
thing.” 
 
On His Goal: “It was a great pass from Nate (Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon), a no-
look pass from behind the net and I was all alone in front of the net. I was pretty close 
to the goalie so I just tried to go high and it went in so it was good.” 
 
Colorado LW J.T. Compher 
On His Game-Winning Goal: “I was just trying to get it past the D-men and use the 
screen.” 
 
On Getting The Win: “Obviously, you want to finish that in regulation but we stayed 
with it, we battled and overall, we got the two points, that’s the main thing.” 
 
Toronto LW James van Riemsdyk  
On The Overtime Loss: “Anytime you can get a point, it's big. We're happy to get the 
point. Obviously, we'd like to get the second one. It's kind of a little debatable call I 
thought, but that's the way the game goes sometimes.” 
 
On Toronto G Calvin Pickard: “He was awesome. Right from the start they came out 
flying, and he made a lot of big saves right off the hop. He played a good game for us, 
gave us a chance. Definitely, he was really good.” 
 
Toronto G Calvin Pickard 
On Tonight’s Game: “It's been pretty surreal. The game was kind of a see-saw affair. 
We played really well and earned a big point. It was tough to see it go the wrong way 
at the end, but guys battled hard. It was nice to see.” 
  



On Playing Against His Former Team: “I'm friends with a lot of guys over there, and it’s 
my first NHL game this season. So it was pretty unique and I just had to channel those 
emotions. It was tough losing in overtime but it was a big and well-earned point at the 
end.”  


