
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Colorado Avalanche 4, Pittsburgh Penguins 2 

Monday, December 18, 2017 
 
The Avalanche wrapped up the 2017-18 season series against the Penguins, finishing 
2-0-0. It’s the first time Colorado has swept Pittsburgh in a two-game season series 
since the 2002-03 season. 
 
Tyson Barrie matched a career high with two goals, the fifth time the defenseman has 
scored twice in a game in his career and the first multi-goal game for any Avalanche 
defenseman since Barrie’s last two-goal outing on Feb. 20, 2016 at Edmonton. Barrie 
extended his point streak to three games (2g, 4a) and now has 27 points on the season 
(4g, 23a), tied for first (John Klingberg, Dallas) among league blueliners. His four tallies 
ties Erik Johnson for the team high among defensemen.  
 
Mikko Rantanen extended his assist and point streak to four games (1g, 4a), a career 
long streak in both categories.  
 
The Avs held the Penguins scoreless on three power-play opportunities, extending 
their streak to a season-high 16 consecutive kills. Colorado’s penalty kill is now 50-for-
54 at home (92.6%), the third-best home penalty kill in the league… The 16 straight 
penalty kills is the longest streak for the Avalanche since the 2015-16 season (25 
consecutive kills, Feb. 24-March 12). 
 
Colorado’s power-play goal at 5:56 of the second period broke a streak of 23 straight 
successful penalty kills by the Penguins, who had not surrendered a power-play goal in 
their last eight games. 
 
The Avalanche finished 1-for-4 on the power play and is now 19-for-71 (26.8%) with 
the man advantage at home this season, the league’s fifth-best home power play. 
 
Sven Andrighetto matched a career high with two points. Of Andrighetto’s 15 career 
multi-point games, 10 have come since joining the Avalanche at the trade deadline last 
season. 
 
With an assist tonight, Nathan MacKinnon now has 28 points (11g, 17a) in 17 home 
games this season. He’s registered at least a point in five consecutive home contests 
and 13-of-17 outings at Pepsi Center. 
 
 



Colorado D Tyson Barrie 
On Making Adjustments After The First Period: “I think they dominated us down low, 
you know, in the corners, on the half wall. We couldn’t get pucks out, we weren’t 
putting pucks up hard enough so we addressed it in between periods and I think [in] 
the second and third periods, we did a way better job of it.” 
 
On His Goals Tonight: “Nietsy (Colorado LW Matt Nieto) made a great play on the first 
one and the second one, I just kind of snuck it through. You know, that’s the game 
plan, shooting the puck. Our power play was struggling as of late until last game, so 
we’re just still trying to shoot.” 
 
Colorado LW J.T. Compher 
On His Goal: “It was a good job pushing the pace by Ghetto (Colorado RW Sven 
Andrighetto) and Wils (Colorado C Colin Wilson). Wils drove to the net and Ghetto put 
it off the pad and I was able to knock it in.” 
 
On His Confidence: “I’m feeling good. I mean, it’s nice to get one to go in. It’s been a 
little bit and I’ve had some chances but I’ve gotten some more ice time recently and 
I’m just trying to take full advantage of it.” 
 
Colorado D Mark Barberio 
On Colorado D Tyson Barrie’s Performance: “He stepped up. I thought Tyson Barrie 
had an amazing game, getting pucks up, obviously the goals, but he was all over the 
place tonight. That’s what we need from him, especially with a guy like EJ (Colorado D 
Erik Johnson) out of the lineup.” 
 
On The Team’s Intensity: “We have to come with that every game. Obviously, it was a 
great crowd tonight and we fed off the energy from both sides of fans – Pittsburgh and 
Colorado fans. It was just a really intense game from everybody and we played a 
simple game and got rewarded.” 
 
Pittsburgh RW Ryan Reaves  
On Pittsburgh’s Performance: “We got our chances and obviously some of them aren’t 
going to happen, but we have to play a full 60 again. We are going through these 10-
minute spurts where they are scoring goals and it is costing us.” 
 
On Pittsburgh’s Fourth Line: “I think we are getting the opportunity to play a little bit 
more and when we do get the opportunity we need to make the most of it. I thought 
we had a pretty decent game today. When we get ice time we can’t go out there and 
just eat time, try to run somebody and come back into our D-zone. We have to play a 
little offense, get chances and create a little energy for our team.” 
 
Pittsburgh G Matt Murray 
On The Screens In Front Of The Net: “It’s a lot harder when you can’t see the puck. I 
have to do a way better job at battling to try to find it. Credit to them, they came to the 
net pretty hard, but that’s something I can do a better job of is finding those pucks.” 



 
On Colorado D Tyson Barrie’s First Goal: “I picked it up by the time it was a couple feet 
in front of me, but I just wasn’t able to react quick enough. A pretty good shot I think, I 
watched the replay and thought I was in pretty good position. He has a couple inches 
inside the post and he made a pretty good shot. That’s a tough save but I can do a 
little better job finding that one.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


