
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postgame Notes & Quotes 
Buffalo Sabres 4, Colorado Avalanche 2 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
 
The road team won for the first time in six meetings between Colorado and Buffalo. 
Prior to tonight, neither team had won in the other team’s arena since the Avs topped 
the Sabres 5-1 in Buffalo on Dec. 20, 2014. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon scored two goals and now has 10 on the season, which leads the 
team. His 31 points are also a team high and tied for 11th among NHL skaters. 
MacKinnon has registered 13 points on the power play this season, tied for ninth in the 
league. He’s the first Avalanche player to score two power-play goals in a game since 
Dec. 6, 2016 (Matt Duchene at Nashville). 
 
Mikko Rantanen notched his 12th power-play point of the season and is tied for 10th in 
the NHL in points with the man advantage. 
 
Alexander Kerfoot registered two assists and now has 20 points in 2017-18. He’s tied 
for fourth in points and second in power-play points among all NHL rookies. His seven 
helpers with the man advantage are tied for third among first-year players. 
 
With an assist on the night, Tyson Barrie picked up his 18th assist and 20th point of the 
campaign, which ranks fourth and fifth (tied) among NHL blueliners, respectively.  
 
Colorado finished 2-for-6 on the power play and is now 16-for-58 (27.6%) with the man 
advantage on home ice this season, the fifth-best home power play in the NHL. The 
Avs have scored a power play goal in 10-of-13 home contests. 
 
Nathan MacKinnon matched a season high with seven shots.  
 
Colorado C Nathan MacKinnon 
On Tonight’s Game: “We gave them everything I thought. We had a turnover late, you 
know, it didn’t go our way with the offsides challenge and obviously on their PK goal, 
another turnover. I had a few turnovers tonight too, it just wasn’t on Kerf (Colorado C 
Alexander Kerfoot) there. So, we were just sloppy with the puck. We pushed, but it was 
just too late.” 
 
On The Mindset Going On The Road: “Take it game-by-game. Obviously, we are 
playing four really good teams. It’s not going to be easy. We dug ourselves in a hole for 



sure. We didn’t take advantage of what we had in front of us and hopefully it doesn’t 
bite us at the end of the season.” 
 
Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen 
On Tonight’s Game: “We had some chances. Like I said, we had a lot of shots. Their 
goalie played pretty well and we didn’t capitalize on those chances so it’s 
disappointing but we can’t do anything about it now.” 
 
On The Return Of Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog: “It’s a big win for us for sure to get 
Gabe (Colorado LW Gabriel Landeskog) back. He’s a great player and a great leader, 
so of course you need your captain if you want to play good. But, we can’t hide with 
that. He [missed] four games. If he’s missing, we need other guys to step up but it’s a 
good thing we have him back.” 
 
Buffalo C Jack Eichel 
On Tonight’s Game: “I thought we did a good job of getting in their zone. We did a 
good job cycling, our D were involved. It’s great to see Caber (Buffalo D Jake McCabe) 
get one there. We got the win, two points, and end to the road trip.” 
 
On The Penalties: “I think we probably spent a little too much time in the penalty box, 
something we probably want to clean up. But they had a good power play, they’re fifth 
in the league at home with some real skilled players so credit to our PK there in the 
third period for bearing down in the third period. They got some big kills, our goalie 
played really well and we found a way to get two points so it’s good.” 
 
Buffalo G Robin Lehner 
On Tonight’s Game: “I think we played pretty good today. It was a back-and-forth kind 
of game. I think we gave them a little momentum with the penalties. They still got some 
good grade-A chances but it was from the zone, there was no odd-man rush or stuff 
like that today. Even if they got those chances it was from right in the zone, a little bit 
easier to read and stay on top of it. I think the D really helped me out a lot getting some 
rebounds. It was a good game, I think both teams played well and both teams had 
their chances.” 
 
On The Third Period: “I think we came out good in the third. We took it over and then 
we went back into the penalty box and they kind of got momentum and took it over. 
But it was a great response to get another goal after they made it 2-2. From there on 
out I think we played solid and it was nice to get a win.”  
 


