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Mason believes best days are ahead of him 
Jets new goalie looks like a good fit 
 
BY KEN WIEBE 
 
As a rookie, Steve Mason set a pretty high bar for the type of goalie he wanted to be. 
 
During the 2008-09 season, Mason took the NHL by storm as a member of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, posting a record of 33-20-7 with 10 shutouts, a 2.28 goals-against average and .916 
save % while appearing in 61 games as a 20-year-old. 
 
Those numbers helped make Mason the Calder Trophy winner, he was a finalist for the Vezina 
Trophy and actually placed fourth in Hart Trophy voting for the league's most valuable player. 
 
The next three seasons with the Blue Jackets weren't as smooth and he was eventually traded 
to the Philadelphia Flyers during the 2012-13 campaign. 
While Mason is the first to admit there have been growing pains, he believes he's grown a great 
deal as a goaltender. 
 
“I've been in the league for nine full years now and I believe every year my game has grown. I 
feel I'm entering the prime of my career,” said Mason, who signed a two-year deal with the 
Winnipeg Jets on Saturday. “My overall calmness in my game has improved greatly. I’ve talked 
about it with the Philadelphia press over the last number of years, they said your Calder winning 
(season) must be your best year of my career and I really disagree. I really believe my game in 
the last number of years is 10 times better than it was in my first year. 
 
“My game has matured. I believe I read the game much better now than I ever did during my 
time in Columbus. I’m really looking forward to helping the Jets out here and providing some 
stable goaltending.” 
 
While Connor Hellebuyck showed some flashes last season in picking up 26 wins and posting 
four shutouts, he struggled with his consistency and the Jets goaltending as a whole was not 
good enough, as they finished near the bottom of the NHL with a save % of .900 (28th) and a 
team goals-against average of 3.11 (27th). 
 
Getting stable goaltending is a must if the Jets want to return to the playoffs after missing out 
the past two seasons. 
 
Mason, 29, has already played in a market that can be tough and demanding when it comes to 
its goaltenders and he's ready to deal with the spotlight that will be shining on him. 
 
“Absolutely I am. Playing in Philadelphia is really no different other than the fact that I’ll be in a 
Canadian market now, which is something that ever since I started playing I always dreamed 
about playing back in Canada in front of a passionate fan base,” said Mason, who has gone 
200-177-63, with 33 shutouts, a 2.68 goals-against average and .911 save % in 463 NHL 
games. “I don’t really look at it as being pressure (or) more as a negative thing. I look at it as a 
positive thing where you have to come to the rink every day, work hard to get better and perform 



the way you’re expected to perform. It will obviously be a challenge but something I’m looking 
forward to taking on head-on.” 
 
Going into the courting period, there was plenty of speculation the Jets might have to offer a 
deal of three or more seasons to lock down a goalie like Mason or Brian Elliott in free agency. 
 
Ultimately, Mason was comfortable with both the dollars (his $4.1 million cap hit was the same 
he had the past four seasons with the Flyers) and two-year term. 
 
“It was a term that worked for both sides,” said Mason. “With the Jets’ situation in terms of 
players coming up for renewals, they couldn’t necessarily project what the cap was gonna be 
like and how much they would have to work with. And for myself, the Jets provided me with a 
salary I was extremely comfortable with and also lets us revisit this next summer if we have a 
good year and maybe, potentially, signing that longer-term deal. For myself, I’m happy with the 
term, I’m happy with the average of the contract and my main focus is starting the first year of 
this contract off right and helping the team have some success, which is definitely needed for 
the organization.” 
 
In conversations during the courting period, it didn't take long to figure out Mason would be a fit 
for what the Jets were looking for. 
 
“Obviously, Steve’s an experienced goaltender,” said Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff. 
“He’s someone that has been a No.1 goaltender in this league, knows the pressures of it. Steve 
has had his ups, he’s had his downs. He had tremendous success right out of the gate as a 
young goaltender and that’s a tough thing sometimes, knowing how to handle it and how to 
move forward. 
 
“The good times and the bad times in the game are really what give that confidence, that 
strength. There are nights that are gonna be tough and it’s about how you bounce back. Steve 
has learned all that.” 
 

Kulikov feeling healthy 
 
By Ken Wiebe 
 
Dmitry Kulikov is feeling healthy and eager to put a disappointing season behind him. 
 
Slowed by a back injury he suffered early in the pre-season, the defenceman was limited to two 
goals and five points in 47 games with the Buffalo Sabres. 
 
“It was just an unfortunate injury,” said Kulikov, noting that Jets captain Blake Wheeler and Mark 
Scheifele played a role in selling him on joining the Jets. “Coming out of the World Cup (of 
Hockey) and getting hurt in the first game of the preseason, it was just hard. I got better at the 
end and there (were) only a hand full of games left in the season and I felt I was just starting to 
pick up my form again. I felt I couldn’t get past that injury because every time I got better., I went 
back on the ice and something happened and put me on the sidelines for another month. 
 
“But I’m 100 percent now and I’ve put this injury behind me.”  
 



For a team looking to improve defensively, adding Kulikov to a group that already includes 
Jacob Trouba, Dustin Byfuglien, Tyler Myers, Josh Morrissey, Toby Enstrom, Ben Chiarot and 
prospect Tucker Poolman should provide a boost. 
 
“We liked our group going into last year, seeing what was there and just unfortunately didn’t get 
a chance to see it,” said Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff, noting the 71 games Myers 
missed due to injury. “We fully expect (Myers) to get back to the level of player that he is. The 
depth of our defence is certainly greatly increased.” 
 

Jets close to a cap team 
Expectations on the rise for franchise 
 
BY KEN WIEBE 
 
The actions of the past several weeks show the Winnipeg Jets believe their window to win is 
getting wider. 
 
The commitment of more than $20 million in free agency to goalie Steve Mason (two years at 
$4.1 million) and defenceman Dmitry Kulikov (three years at $4.33 million), along with several 
other depth signings represent the most money the Jets have spent on July 1 since the 
franchise relocated. 
 
Those moves bump the Jets projected salary cap hit to over $64 million, with three restricted 
free agents (goalie Connor Hellebuyck and forwards Andrew Copp and Brandon Tanev) left to 
sign that are expected to push for roster spots. 
 
Factor in roughly $4 million the Jets paid in performance bonuses last season and the 
organization has quickly gone from hanging out with the teams near the salary-cap floor to one 
that's inching closer to the ceiling. 
 
“We're a cap team here now,” Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff said on Saturday as 
the first day of free agency was winding down. 
 
Those are words that haven't been uttered around these parts since 2011, but when you look at 
the players on the roster either set to become restricted or unrestricted free agents during the 
next two years, for the time being there is no turning back for the Jets. 
 
The other thing that happened on the weekend is the next step in the transformation of the 
franchise. 
 
Changing of the guard might be a bit strong since the younger drivers were already in place, but 
the roster is going to have a different look once again come this fall. 
 
Although goalie Ondrej Pavelec was banished to the minors for a good chunk of last season, 
the Jets have also moved on from veteran defenceman Mark Stuart and forward Chris 
Thorburn. 
 
Stuart became the first player bought out by the Jets franchise, as he's cleared unconditional 
waivers and become an unrestricted free agent. 
 



Thorburn, who is the franchise leader in games played and penalty minutes, was chosen by the 
Vegas Golden Knights in the expansion draft but signed a two-year deal with the St. Louis Blues 
on Saturday. 
 
Both Stuart and Thorburn were solid pros who gave everything they had and spent time as part 
of the leadership core. 
 
Cutting ties is never easy. 
“Mark Stuart played his heart out for us and it was not easy for me to make that phone call,” 
said Cheveldayoff. “When you're in a cap world and when you're creeping up to be a cap team, 
when I started crunching the numbers and seeing what it might cost us to try and address our 
needs, we had to make some of these decisions to free up some additional cap space.” 
 
Speaking of franchise firsts, prior to the expansion draft the Jets traded down in the first round 
for the first time in the deal with the Golden Knights to protect a group of players who will be on 
the roster this fall. 
 
Moving from 13 to 24 in the 2017 NHL Draft was the cost of doing business, a necessary move 
to protect assets. 
 
For years, Cheveldayoff has talked about keeping one eye on the future and the other on the 
now when it comes to the salary cap. 
 
Getting franchise centre Mark Scheifele to commit to an eight-year deal worth $49 million last 
summer was always viewed as a shrewd move, though it's already a bargain after the seventh 
overall pick in the 2011 NHL Draft put up career highs in goals (32) and points (82) last season. 
 
There are always going to be more deals left to sign, that's the nature of the beast. 
 
Some will be longer term and some will be in bridge form, like the one defenceman Jacob 
Trouba signed in November. 
 
Signing centre Bryan Little to an extension is another off-season priority for Cheveldayoff and it 
wouldn't be a surprise to see Nikolaj Ehlers get a long-term deal that would kick in for the 2018-
19 campaign. 
 
Come next summer, talks with rookie phenom Patrik Laine on an eight-year deal are likely to be 
occurring. 
 
A new deal will also be required for Trouba, who will be looking for a big ticket himself. 
 
The work never stops, but Cheveldayoff has already made a significant dent on his to-do list 
and July is just beginning. 
 
“In this job, you have to look at the long term all the time,” said Cheveldayoff. “But I think we 
should focus on the now. These deals (on July 1) are about the now.” 
 


