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Jets enter free agency with distinct needs 
 
BY KEN WIEBE, WINNIPEG SUN 
 
Kevin Cheveldayoff is well aware the clock is ticking and the free agency bell is about to ring. 
 
The courting period has provided the Winnipeg Jets with the opportunity to express interest in 
several players they'd like to pursue come Saturday when the window to sign unrestricted free 
agents officially opens. 
 
Several players — including goalies Steve Mason and Brian Elliott and defenceman Karl Alzner, 
among others — have at least demonstrated some level of interest in joining the Jets. 
 
It's important to remember: for agents, the courting period is the time to drum up additional 
interest for the client. 
 
And a lot can happen between now and Saturday. 
 
Another team can swoop in with a bigger offer or provide an additional year or higher dollar 
amount to seal the deal. 
 
But the Jets go into this weekend with two distinct needs at the top of the wish list: an 
experienced starting goalie to share the net with Connor Hellebuyck and a defenceman who can 
play the left side, preferably a left-handed shooter. 
 
Historically, the Jets haven't been a team to swing for the fences or overpay to land a marquee 
name on July 1. 
 
Veteran centre Olli Jokinen was a place-holder and his signing in 2012 allowed Mark Scheifele 
to get some additional seasoning at the junior level before he was ready to be a full-time NHLer. 
 
Versatile forward Mathieu Perreault has been a great find for the Jets, who inked him in 2014 
after the Anaheim Ducks failed to present him with a qualifying offer. 
 
Neither of those moves sent shockwaves around the NHL, though. 
 
This isn't to suggest the Jets are going to go on a spending spree on Saturday, but there are 
strong indications they plan to address their needs, provided a few things fall into place. 
 
“On July 1, the gun will sound and we'll be off to the races. The hard part is that until July 1, it's 
all talk. You don't know at that point and time what's really been talk and what's real,” 
Cheveldayoff told reporters on Thursday after the fourth day of development camp. “It's (about) 
what fits and it has to fit for both sides. We can have desire and they can have desire, but there 
is money, there is term. 
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“We do have a young group here that is poised to do some good things. We had 40 wins last 
year and those don't go unnoticed. We're proud of the group of guys we've assembled here and 
if we can find some pieces that accentuate it and fit for both sides, we're going to.” 
 
With news coming out Thursday that Elliott has been linked to the Philadelphia Flyers, Mason 
continues to look like the best fit to end up with the Jets. 
 
Mason, 29, has ample experience (463 games over nine seasons and 12 playoff games) and 
posted a 2.47 goals-against average and a .918 save percentage during parts of five seasons 
with the Flyers. 
 
The Jets need league average goaltending or better and that's happened only once in six 
seasons since the franchise returned. 
 
It resulted in the lone playoff berth. 
 
Bringing in a starter doesn't mean the organization is giving up on Connor Hellebuyck, he simply 
needs a bit more seasoning and nurturing before he's ready to handle the No. 1 role. 
 
Mason provides a proven track record, while wanting to rebound from last season. 
 
Now it's about finding a term and dollar value that works for both sides and that's often the tricky 
part. 
 
The Jets might prefer a two-year term, but should go to three in this case, with a likely average 
annual value between $3.5 million and $4 million, if that's what it takes to seal the deal. 
 
As for the blue-line concerns, Alzner, who turns 29 in December, is attracting plenty of interest 
during the courting period, with the Montreal Canadiens and Vegas Golden Knights among the 
suitors. 
 
The Jets are a legitimate contender for Alzner, though the Canadiens are the front-runner right 
now. 
 
Though his offensive numbers dipped last season (from consecutive seasons of 21 points to 
13), Alzner is a smart defender who has averaged 20 minutes of ice time per game on a 
Washington Capitals team that captured the President's Trophy the past two seasons. 
 
He's also got 64 playoff games on his resume and is comfortable in a top-four role, which would 
make him a suitable defence partner for either Dustin Byfuglien or Jacob Trouba. 
 
Obviously, the Jets have a lot of money tied up on defence, but Toby Enstrom is going into the 
final year of his contract and Tyler Myers is entering the phase of his deal where the cap hit is 
higher than the actual salary. 
 
Alzner's durability would help alleviate some of the injury concerns, so if he's willing to join the 
Jets, he'd be an upgrade. 
 
Most of the groundwork has been laid and soon it will be time to see if the Jets can close one or 
several of these prospective deals. 
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Moose's Niku provides depth on back end 
 
BY KEN WIEBE, WINNIPEG SUN 
 
Sami Niku is ready for the next chapter. 
 
After spending parts of the past three seasons playing in the top men's league in Finland, the 
smooth-skating defenceman signed his entry-level contract with the Winnipeg Jets and is poised 
to suit up for the Manitoba Moose in the American Hockey League. 
 
“My own season went pretty well and that's why I'm here,” said Niku, who was chosen in the 
seventh round, 198th overall, by the Jets in the 2015 NHL Draft. “I'm really excited. My dream of 
playing in the NHL is now one step closer.” 
 
Niku, who turns 21 in October, is coming off a strong season with JYP in the Liiga, where he 
produced five goals and 27 points in 59 games and added a goal and six points in 15 playoff 
contests. 
 
“Defending, strength and my shot,” Niku said when asked what parts of his game developed 
most last season. 
 
Having played professionally back in his home country should help Niku as he makes the 
transition to the North American game, though he admits he still needs to work on his defensive-
zone play. 
 
Niku's skating ability is evident at first glance and that's something that always came naturally to 
him. 
 
“I don't know why,” said Niku. 
 
At 6-foot-1 and 168 pounds, Niku has proven to be quite shifty on the ice. 
 
“I like his agility — he's got deception in the way that he moves,” said Moose head coach Pascal 
Vincent, who will oversee Niku's development this season. “He's making you believe he's going 
to go one way and he goes the other way. He needs a good summer to get stronger and faster.” 
 
“He's a very smart player,” added Jets coordinator of player development Jimmy Roy. “He can 
recognize how the play is developing before it happens. He's going to be a good addition to the 
organization.” 
 
BRAGGING RIGHTS ON THE LINE 
After fitness testing and three days of systems and skill work, the prospects at Jets development 
camp are going up for the on-ice finale. 
 
Friday's scrimmage is set to get underway at Bell MTS Iceplex at 10:30 a.m. and is open to the 
public. 
 

http://www.winnipegsun.com/2017/06/29/mooses-niku-provides-depth-on-back-end


“It's going to be fun — it's what you're excited for during the whole week pretty much,” said Jets 
defenceman prospect Jacob Cederholm. “To get things going and see what level you're at.” 
 
NOTHING NEW ON TROUBA 
In addition to free agency, July 1 marks the first day players heading into the final year of their 
current contracts can announce an extension. 
 
The Jets signed a four-year extension with Mathieu Perreault last summer that kicks in this 
season and there's naturally plenty of discussion about whether centre Bryan Little or 
defenceman Jacob Trouba could do the same. 
 
“That hasn't necessarily been our focus yet,” Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff said on 
Thursday at the annual development camp. “It has been more so on the acquisition side for the 
immediate roster.” 
 
Little has said publicly that he'd like to extend his stay with the Jets and it wouldn't be a surprise 
to see him sign a new deal. 
 
Trouba was given top-pairing minutes last season after missing the start of the campaign with a 
contract stalemate and trade request, but it's far more likely he'll play out his bridge contract 
before looking at an extension. 
 
Trouba posted a career-high 33 points last season while averaging just under 25 minutes of ice 
time per game. 
 
But since he's looking to be paid like a top blueliner in his next deal, it likely makes more sense 
for him to put up even bigger offensive numbers before signing on the dotted line. 
 
INJURY UPDATES 
The Jets had a lengthy list of players to go under the knife at the end of the season or were 
dealing with health concerns and Cheveldayoff provided a quick update on Thursday. 
 
Defenceman Tyler Myers, who was limited to 11 games last season because of lower-body 
issues, is progressing. 
 
“When you have the summer, you can slow down some things to allow for more of a healing 
process, as opposed to pushing,” said Cheveldayoff. “He's not at that pushing stage just yet, so 
to speak.” 
 
Fellow blue-liner Toby Enstrom was cleared for his concussion, but is working his way back 
from the knee injury that required additional attention. 
 
Cheveldayoff said he's expecting both Myers and Enstrom to be ready to be full participants for 
training camp this fall. 
 
REACTION TO HELLEBUYCK 
Earlier this spring, it was reported by Elliotte Friedman in his 30 Thoughts column that Jets 
goalie Connor Hellebuyck was going to do some work this summer with sports performance 
coach Adam Francilia at the NET360 goaltending clinic in Kelowna. 
 



Other goalies who work with Francilia include Devan Dubnyk of the Minnesota Wild and 
Morweena product James Reimer of the Florida Panthers. 
 
Cheveldayoff was asked for his reaction to the news Hellebuyck was trying to take his game to 
another level. 
 
“We expect all our players to do their utmost best to improve themselves year over year,” said 
Cheveldayoff. “The summer is the time that every player is challenged with becoming a better 
player in their own respective right. The fact a player is doing something on his own is not 
surprising.” 
 
BERDIN HEADING BACK TO USHL 
Jets goalie prospect Mikhail Berdin is a notable absentee at development camp, but that's 
because he's coming off shoulder surgery. 
 
Berdin, chosen in the sixth round (157th overall) of the 2016 NHL Draft, had a strong season in 
the USHL (14-12-3, 2.73 goals-against average and .925 save %) and will be back with the 
Sioux Falls Stampede. 
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Chevy not tipping his hand on potential plays in NHL free agent frenzy 
 
By: Jason Bell 
 
There were no tells from Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff on Thursday, just 
about 48 hours before the clocks strikes on NHL free agency. 
 
Jets fans hoping to hear some news from Cheveldayoff on his efforts to woo a goaltender, a left-
shooting defenceman or another top-nine forward to the Manitoba capital set themselves up for 
disappointment. 
 
Speaking to reporters after Day 4 of the club’s development camp at the Bell MTS Iceplex, he 
didn’t just keep his cards close to his chest, he buried them deep in his pocket. 
 
"I’m not going to get into the specifics of free agency. I’ve probably got into free agency a little 
more than needs to be right now because, again, free agency starts on July 1," he said, when 
asked about signing a goaltender on Saturday. 
 
Winnipeg has been among the league’s most inactive organizations when it comes to free 
agency, however, there’s a strong belief Cheveldayoff has been making pitches to the camps of 
a number of unrestricted free agents this week. 
 
Whether or not he can lure a goalie like Steve Mason of the Philadelphia Flyers or Calgary 
Flames’ Brian Elliott, or a blue-liner such as Karl Alzner of the Washington Capitals, remains to 
be seen. 
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The free agent market opens Saturday at 11 a.m. (CT). 
 
Cheveldayoff admitted it’s been a busy week since he returned from the last week's NHL Draft 
in Chicago. 
 
"The week from the time the 217th player is called at the draft, you shift your mindset right into 
this week," he said. "We’ve had several different conversations with players and agents on 
conference calls with our staff involved. It’s a busy time for everyone but July 1 the gun will 
sound and we’ll be off to the races." 
 
NHL rules have allowed teams to sell themselves to free agents since last Sunday morning at 
the stroke of midnight. It’s fair to assume the Jets, who’ve missed the playoffs the past two 
seasons, have positioned themselves as an attractive landing spot because of their talented 
crop of youngsters like top centre and emerging star Mark Scheifele, Calder Trophy runner-up 
Patrik Laine, dynamic winger Nikolaj Ehlers and D-men Jacob Trouba and Josh Morrissey. 
 
Defensively, the club struggled mightily in 2016-17, surrendering the fourth-most goals (255), 
while its penalty-killing unit had the fifth-worst (77.5 per cent) efficiency rating. But Winnipeg 
won seven straight to finish the 2016-17 campaign, and Cheveldayoff maintains the group took 
a big step forward. 
 
"I think we do have an exciting young group here that is poised to do some good things, so 
again, we had 40 wins last year and those don’t go unnoticed when it comes to the youth of our 
team," he said. "We’re proud of the group of guys that we have assembled here and if we can 
find some pieces that accentuate it, and fit for both sides, we’re gonna." 
 
Winnipeg is looking for a proven netminder to either assume the No.1 position or share the load 
with Connor Hellebuyck, 24, who posted a 26-19-4 record last season, with a goals-against 
average of 2.89 and save percentage of .90. 
 
Hellebuyck will reportedly work out this summer with sports performance coach Adam Francilia 
at the NET360 goalie clinic in Kelowna, B.C. In the past, Francilia has worked with goaltenders 
like Devan Dubnyk, James Reimer and Eddie Lack. 
 
Cheveldayoff said the onus is on players to use their summer months wisely. 
 
"We expect all our players to do their utmost to improve themselves year over year. The 
summer’s the time that every player’s challenged with becoming a better player in their own 
respective rights," he said. "The fact that a player’s doing extra things on his own is not 
surprising." 
 
Cheveldayoff said both Tyler Myers and Toby Enstrom, who missed considerable time due to 
injuries and off-ice family matters, will be good to go when training camp begins in September. 
 
He also cautioned that winger Kristian Vesalainen, picked 24th overall in last weekend’s NHL 
Draft, likely won’t be at training camp. 
 
"(Vesalainen’s) got a pro contract back in Europe and those aspects will start to get worked out 
once we do get through the craziness of free agency," he said. "The timing probably doesn’t 
work for (being at training camp) if he’s going to play in Europe." 
 



Cheveldayoff also indicated he has not discussed a new, long-term deal with Trouba, who is set 
to be a restricted free agent at this time next year. 
 
"It hasn’t been our focus, it’s been on the acquisition of players for the immediate roster," he 
said. 
 
Trouba signed a two-year, $6-million deal last November after missing training camp and nearly 
a month of the season due to a contract dispute. 
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Prospects ready to show organization what they can do 
 
By: Jason Bell 
 
PRO hockey, in small doses, has looked good on Jansen Harkins. 
 
In two short stays with the Manitoba Moose the past two AHL seasons, Harkins demonstrated 
his offensive abilities aren’t restricted to his junior days. 
 
Once the 2015-16 season with the Prince George Cougars of the WHL was done, the 6-2, 195-
pound centre joined the Moose and fired his first pro goal and added a pair of assists in six 
games. A year later, the son of former NHL journeyman forward Todd Harkins signed an entry-
level deal with the Winnipeg Jets and rejoined the Moose for the final four games of the AHL 
season, scoring twice and adding two helpers in four games. 
 
The Cougars’ all-time points leader (75 goals, 242 points) says he’s ready to be a full-time pro 
this fall. 
 
"Both years I’ve done it were some of the best hockey I’ve ever played," Harkins said following 
Thursday’s skate at Jets development camp at the Bell MTS Iceplex. 
 
"It was definitely a huge step up from junior and I think just being able to come up with the 
Moose and have that midway step between junior and the NHL, it’s obviously great hockey and 
it’s a lot faster, better positionally and you have to quickly adapt. 
 
"All my goals are pretty realistic. I want to play pro and I want to play on the Moose. It’s a great 
league and almost every good NHL player comes through the minors. I know that and I feel 
pretty blessed to go out there and have a chance to play the whole year there." 
 
Harkins, who was born in Cleveland but raised in the Vancouver area, was selected by the Jets 
in the second round (47th overall) in the 2015 draft. Forwards Kyle Connor and Jack Roslovic 
were plucked by the Jets the round before. 
 
The 20-year-old left-shooting forward led the Cougars in scoring with 72 points, including 19 
goals, in 64 games during the 2016-17 season. He was twice named to the WHL all-star team. 
 
Harkins said he takes pride in his hockey smarts and has tried to put them to use in both ends 
of the rink. Points have always come easy, but he’s challenged himself to be quicker and 
stronger prior to Jets training camp in September. 
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"They’ve given me a lot of positive feedback this week. They want me to keep working on my 
speed and my strength," he said. 
 
"I’ve shown I can produce in the AHL, but in very small stints, so my goal next year is to become 
a consistent player with the Moose and hopefully down the road get my shot with the Jets." 
 
Not sweating the ‘small’ stuff 
Skyler McKenzie is the smallest guy on the ice at amp but is busting his hump to let his play, not 
his limited stature, come into focus this week. 
 
Passed over in 2016, his first year of draft eligibility, McKenzie was picked by Winnipeg in the 
seventh round (198th overall) of last week’s draft in Chicago. 
 
The 5-8, 160-pound forward was noticeable Thursday, darting in an out of traffic during drills at 
Bell MTS Centre, unleashing a couple of rockets that found the back of the net. 
 
The 19-year-old from Sherwood Park, Alta., did a lot of that last season for the Portland 
Winterhawks of the WHL, increasing his point total to 84 (42G, 42A) from just 25 (8G, 17A) the 
year before — and impressing the Jets enough to use that late-round pick to grab him. 
 
He was at the family cabin at Whitefish Lake, northeast of Edmonton, and had stopped following 
the draft online just minutes before his name was called at the United Center. 
 
"In the sixth round, I was getting nervous and turned off my phone. It wasn’t too long after that I 
got a call from our assistant coach in Portland that I was taken in the seventh round. It was 
definitely something special," he said. "I got a phone call from the Jets a while back and my 
agent was in touch with them quite a bit, so I was hoping and crossing my fingers that I would 
get picked by the Jets." 
 
McKenzie played portions of the season on a line with Winnipegger Cody Glass, a forward 
taken sixth-overall by the Vegas Golden Knights. 
 
"It’s definitely special, whenever you have a guy go that early, it’s incredible. Cody came in 
when I was 16 and he was 15 and we roomed together for a while and got to know each other 
and created that bond between brothers on the team," he said. 
 
Though undersized, McKenzie figures that’s less of a knock against him than it would have 
been a decade ago, adding his skill, work ethic and desire are what drives him to push ahead. 
 
He said the starry careers of guys such as the Boston Bruins’ 5-9, 180-pound dynamo Brad 
Marchand, 5-8, 180-pound Tyler Johnson of the Tampa Bay Lightning and Johnny Gaudreau of 
the Calgary Flames, just 5-9 and 160 pounds, gives him hope the unthinkable is possible. 
 
"Those are the guys you look up to. They’ve been creating a path for smaller guys and it’s nice 
to see the league is evolving into a different style of game, more of a skill game," he said. "I’m 
trying to use everything I have to my advantage. I go to the net hard and get open, use my 
speed and skill, and I like to be that pest, get under peoples’ skin." 
 
Time to battle 



The kids are done with drills and get some actual play time today when the two groups battle in 
a scrimmage at 10:30 a.m. at Bell MTS Iceplex. 
 
Roslovic and Connor, both drafted in 2015 out of U.S. college hockey and linemates for chunks 
of the season with the Moose last season, will be on opposite sides during the scrimmage. 
 
Thirty-four prospects are listed on the development camp roster but two players — defenceman 
Tucker Poolman and centre Jordy Stallard — are sidelined because of injuries. 
 
Left-winger Kristian Vesalainen, Winnipeg’s first-round pick (24th overall) last Friday at the 2017 
NHL Draft in Chicago, is on the same 15-man squad for the scrimmage as centre Santeri 
Virtanen, defenceman Leon Gawanke and goalie Arvid Holm, who were all selected Saturday at 
the draft. 
 
The other team includes blue-liner Nelson Nogier, who played 10 games with the Jets last 
season, Dylan Samberg and Johnathan Kovacevic, drafted in the second and third rounds, 
respectively, on Saturday, and slick-skating Finnish defenceman Sami Niku, who inked his first 
professional deal in mid-May. 
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Free agency might tip the scales for these 10 NHL teams 
 
By Michael Traikos 
 
They say you shouldn’t try to buy a Stanley Cup in free agency. But if you spend your money 
the right way, you can often buy a berth in the playoffs. 
 
Seven teams (Columbus, Edmonton, Montreal, Ottawa, Calgary, Boston and Toronto) qualified 
for the playoffs last season after missing out the year before. While it wasn’t just free agency 
that pushed the teams over the edge — the Maple Leafs might have been part of the Nico-
versus-Nolan debate had they not drafted Auston Matthews with the No. 1 pick last year — a 
key signing sometimes proved to be the difference in a season ending early or extending into 
spring. 
 
Whether it was Toronto beefing up its back end with Nikita Zaitsev, Montreal taking a chance on 
Alexander Radulov, Edmonton breaking the bank for Milan Lucic or even Calgary adding back-
up goalie Chad Johnson as insurance, free agency played a big role in turning non-playoff 
teams into contenders. 
 
In each of the last 10 years, about five to seven teams have gone from missing the playoffs to 
making it. Here are five that could be on their way in, and five on their way out, based on their 
moves over the next week: 
 
5 ON THEIR WAY IN: 
 
2. Winnipeg 
Last season: 9th in West, 87 points 
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Mark Scheifele is already an established top-10 scorer and based on Patrik Laine’s rookie 
season (36 goals and 64 points in 73 games), Winnipeg could have two players challenging for 
the Art Ross Trophy next season. A full year of Jacob Trouba and a healthy Tyler Myers will 
also help the backend. But the big X-factor concerns goaltending. While Calgary, Dallas and 
even Arizona addressed the most important position in hockey, Winnipeg still has a tandem of 
Connor Hellebuyck and Michael Hutchinson, who combined for the third-worst save percentage. 
 
Free agency needs: Pick one of Steve Mason, Ryan Miller, Brian Elliott or Jonathan Bernier. 
Any one of them would be an upgrade. 
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Free agents each Canadian team should pursue 
 
With NHL free agency opening on Saturday at Noon ET, TSN Director of Scouting Craig Button 
and Frank Seravalli discuss which free agents each Canadian team should pursue - including a 
bold move for one particular club. 
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Cheveldayoff coy about Jets' free agency plans 
 
A number of veteran goalies have been rumoured to be heading to Winnipeg bolster the Jets 
crease. Sara Orlesky spoke to Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff on Thursday and he wouldn't 
divulge much about their on-going free agent search. 
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Cheveldayoff, Jets ready for free agency 
 
by Ryan Dittrick @ryandittrick / WinnipegJets.com 
 
WINNIPEG - With the NHL Draft having just wrapped up, the Jets' annual Prospect 
Development Camp humming along in west-end Winnipeg, and the July 1 'Free Agent Frenzy' 
fast approaching, it's a busy time for General Manager Kevin Cheveldayoff as he looks to fill out 
his roster for the 2017-18 season. 
 
Cheveldayoff says the Jets have been in touch with a number of players and their agents over 
the past week, and that he expects those conversations to continue over the next few days and 
into the weekend when the signing season officially opens. 
 
"It's about what fits, and it has to fit for both sides," he said. "There's money and term, there's 
opportunity, and that needs to fit for both sides." 
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Prior to the draft last week, Cheveldayoff said the Jets are likely in the market for a goaltender 
and a left-shot defenceman, and will continue to have a "strong focus" on those areas leading 
up to and on July 1. 
 
Over the past week, teams have been able to interview or 'court' players that will officially 
become available July 1. This gives teams the opportunity to give their best pitch, and for the 
players to consider all options and find the best fit. 
 
However, during this period teams cannot negotiate contracts - only interest, meaning the rather 
important details of money and term can only be ironed out when free agency opens at 11:00am 
CT on Saturday. 
 
"We've done our due diligence. We're going to look at the areas that we need to improve," he 
said. "It's been a busy week. From the time that 217 players are called at the draft, you shift 
your mindset right into this week. We've had several different conversations with players and 
agents on conference calls with our staff involved. … But until you get to July 1, it's all talk. 
Once the gun sounds, then you get down to brass tacks and find out what's talk and what's 
been real." 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/news/cheveldayoff-jets-ready-for-free-agency/c-290223124 
 

Harkins, Green looking to build on pro experience 
Prospects go through final practice before scrimmage Friday at Bell MTS Iceplex 
 
by Mitchell Clinton @MClinton007 / WinnipegJets.com 
 
Jansen Harkins has only had a taste of professional hockey, but the ten combined games he's 
played at the end of the last two seasons with the Manitoba Moose were enough to show him 
the importance of Development Camp. 
 
Especially when the very coaches he's trying to impress are on the ice with him. 
 
"Just to see them out on the ice and watching you, it's a bit different than your regular training 
during the summer," said Harkins. "It puts a little more intensity in you." 
 
The 20-year-old Harkins posted three goals and seven points in those AHL games. This, along 
with a WHL career that saw his 242 points set a new Prince George Cougars franchise record, 
earned him an three-year entry-level contract on Apr. 7, 2017. 
 
At 47th overall, Harkins was the third player selected by the Winnipeg Jets in the 2015 NHL 
Draft. Of the eight players selected that year, five have signed an entry-level deal with the club - 
Kyle Connor, Jack Roslovic, Michael Spacek, Sami Niku, and Harkins. 
 
"Signing my first NHL contract is a dream come true for me," Harkins said. "That's the first step. 
It's been a quick couple years since the Draft, and I was really excited to get that done. Just get 
some faith, and feel it from them. It's awesome. 
 
"I think that helped me with the Moose too. Just being confident. That's such a big part of the 
game is being confident and obviously getting good ice time. I was able to play with some really 
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good players with the Moose. Pascal gave me a good opportunity which I'm pretty thankful for, 
and hopefully I can take the end of last year and move it into this year." 
 
Harkins is one of eight players at this week's Development Camp with either AHL or NHL 
experience. Luke Green is also on that list, following his one assist in four games with the 
Moose last season. 
 
"It was great to get a taste of pro hockey up here with the Moose," said Green. "I think I'm a lot 
more comfortable this year. Coming in last year, I was just drafted and it was a busy two weeks 
leading up to this, and I didn't really know what to expect. This year I'm a lot more comfortable. I 
know a lot more of the guys, and the staff, and I'm just feeling a lot more comfortable this year." 
 
Green's experience at the pro level came after his QMJHL season came to an end. It was a 
unique year for Green, who was traded from the Saint John Sea Dogs - who selected the 
defenceman first overall in the 2014 QMJHL Draft - to the Sherbrooke Phoenix. 
 
"It was the first time I've ever been traded. I thought it was a great year for me personally 
development wise," said Green, who compiled 37 points in his 60 games in 2016-17. "I thought I 
made big strides in my game in the second half in Sherbrooke… I'm happy with how my season 
went." 
 
Green and Harkins will take to the ice one more time this week, with a scrimmage beginning at 
10:30 am CT at Bell MTS Iceplex on Friday. 
 
"Every year I've come here it's been fun. It's just the beginning of the summer so there's a lot of 
positivity in the air," Harkins said, adding he's looking forward to making one final impression on 
the coaching staff tomorrow. "It's a bit different than your regular training during the summer. It 
puts a little more intensity in you. It's a good atmosphere right now." 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--luke-green/t-277437442/c-52356003 
 

DEV CAMP | Luke Green 
 
2016 draft pick Luke Green talks about his past season and his Development Camp experience 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--jansen-harkins/t-277437442/c-52355903 
 

DEV CAMP | Jansen Harkins  
 
2015 second-round selection Jansen Harkins talks about Development Camp and how he plans 
to be ready for training camp in September 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--kevin-cheveldayoff/t-277437442/c-52355703 
 

DEV CAMP | Kevin Cheveldayoff 
 
Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff discusses Development Camp and touches 
on free agency 

https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--luke-green/t-277437442/c-52356003
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--jansen-harkins/t-277437442/c-52355903
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--kevin-cheveldayoff/t-277437442/c-52355703

