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Prospects Connor, Roslovic eye full-time spots with Jets 
 
BY KEN WIEBE, WINNIPEG SUN 
 
As rookies in the American Hockey League, Kyle Connor and Jack Roslovic were a pretty 
dynamic duo. 
 
The first-rounders from the 2015 NHL Draft are back at development camp this week to help 
lead the way for many of the newcomers and youngsters, but it won’t be long until their attention 
is turned to trying to sew up — or perhaps steal — a spot on the Winnipeg Jets opening-night 
roster. 
 
If you turn back the clock roughly one year ago, Roslovic was still thinking about returning for 
his sophomore season with the Miami-Ohio Redhawks, though there were whispers he could 
join the London Knights of the Ontario Hockey League, since the organization traded for his 
rights for another potential Memorial Cup run. 
 
The third option was to suit up for the Manitoba Moose of the American Hockey League — and 
that ended up being where Roslovic spent most of his time. 
 
Connor had signed with the Jets after a brilliant freshman season with the University of 
Michigan Wolverines saw him produce 35 goals and 71 points in 38 games. 
 
His sights were set on making the Jets and that’s exactly what he did, earning a job right out of 
camp, though it took him a while to get going offensively. 
 
Connor scored his first NHL goal in just his sixth game, but the point production was tough to 
come by and his ice time was decreasing, so the Jets assigned him to the AHL on December 9. 
 
By that time, Roslovic was leading the Moose in scoring and making an impact, which isn’t easy 
to do as a 19-year-old making the jump to the pro game. 
 
Being able to go through so many things together, during the ups-and-downs, was a bonus for 
the players chosen 17th and 25th respectively. 
 
“We went through this whole process and had similar paths too, both playing college hockey,” 
said Connor. “It’s good to have a friend and a teammate you can lean on if you need advice or 
anything.” 
 
Dealing with the adversity of being demoted wasn’t easy for Connor, but he got his footing and 
worked hard to improve his game. 
 
By the time the AHL season had wrapped up, Connor had notched 25 goals and 44 points in 52 
games, which was impressive. 
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“I definitely learned a lot as a player and what it takes to play at the level and stay there and 
also to produce and be a good player at that level,” said Connor, who finished with two goals 
and five points in 20 NHL games. “I really took some strides with my game. It’s always nice to 
produce, no matter what level you’re at.” 
 
Roslovic helped Team USA capture a gold medal at the world junior hockey championship, then 
returned to the Moose and finished with 13 goals and 48 points in 65 games. 
 
“I did a lot more than I was even expected to do,” said Roslovic. 
 
Both Connor and Roslovic were rewarded for their efforts by the Jets with a late-season call-up. 
 
Roslovic actually got to suit up in his first NHL game in his hometown of Columbus against a 
Blue Jackets team he rooted for as a youngster. 
 
Connor got into one game as well, scoring a goal and showing the touch he displayed in the 
minors. 
 
For both players, it was not just a pat in the back for the hard work they’d put in over the course 
of the season. 
 
It was also a friendly reminder of the work required over the course of the summer as they set 
out to take the next step on a permanent basis. 
 
September is still a few months away, but you can be sure Connor and Roslovic won’t lack 
motivation in the quest to become NHL regulars. 
 
Getting a taste is nice, but it left both men wanting more. 
 
Since the Jets didn’t lose any of their forward depth in the expansion draft and haven’t used any 
of it to acquire a blue-liner, they’ll have to essentially bump someone out of a job who had one 
last season. 
 
“Every year you want to make the team and put that foot print down,” said Roslovic. “It’s going 
to be tough, obviously. It’s about being willing to do anything. I’ve got to go in there, work hard 
and kind of see what happens.” 
 
In order to make a run at a playoff spot next season, the Jets need to find a way to roll out a 
fourth line that does more than just tread water. 
 
No matter what line they play on once they arrive, Connor and Roslovic will have to earn the 
trust of Jets head coach Paul Maurice, be responsible defensively, while also chipping in 
offensively. 
 
“I know what I need to do,” said Connor. 
 
Now it’s a matter of going out and doing it. 
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BY KEN WIEBE, WINNIPEG SUN 
 
The help wanted sign remains up for the Winnipeg Jets, with free agency right around the 
corner. 
 
Bringing in an experienced goalie is at the top of the list of priorities and the Jets have checked 
in with the camp of pending unrestricted free agent Steve Mason during the courting period. 
 
Mason, 29, was 26-21-8 with a 2.66 goals-against average and .908 save percentage with three 
shutouts in 58 games with the Philadelphia Flyers last season. 
 
The Jets are one of several teams that have inquired about Mason, though Brian Elliott appears 
to remain an option as well. 
 
During his 10 NHL seasons, Mason is 200-177-63 with 33 shutouts and a .911 save percentage 
in 463 games. 
 
Mason, who was chosen in the third round by the Columbus Blue Jackets in 2006, is coming off 
a three-year contract that carried an average annual value of $4.1 million. 
 
Aside from a goalie to share the crease with Connor Hellebuyck, a left-handed shooting 
defenceman is also on the Jets’ radar. 
 
Might Dmitry Kulikov be a potential solution? 
 
Kulikov’s name was brought up by Elliotte Friedman in his 30 Thoughts column and he makes 
sense, given his work as a mobile, puck-moving blue-liner who can play with an edge. 
 
Because of a back injury, Kulikov, 26, was limited to two goals and five points in 47 games last 
season with the Buffalo Sabres. 
 
The 26-year-old Russian was the 14th overall pick of the 2009 NHL draft by the Florida 
Panthers and is coming off a three-year contract that carried an average annual value of $4.333 
million. 
 
Kulikov, who has 30 goals, 143 points in 507 games, is likely going to have to take a pay cut but 
still could get a multi-year deal in the range of $3 million. 
 
Roughly a dozen teams have been in contact with Kulikov’s camp since the free agency 
courting period opened on Sunday, so there will be competition for his services. 
 
Kulikov had eight goals and 19 points during the 2013-14 season and a career-high 22 points 
(with three goals) in 2014-15 with the Panthers, who then shipped him to the Sabres in a trade 
for Mark Pysyk. 
 
Another option could be Patrick Wiercioch, who became an unrestricted free agent after the 
Colorado Avalanche failed to provide him with a qualifying offer on Monday. 
 



Wiercioch, 26, had four goals and 12 points in 57 games last season and has 16 goals and 74 
points in 268 NHL games with the Avalanche and Ottawa Senators, who chose him in the 
second round (42nd overall) of the 2008 NHL draft. 
 
Washington Capitals blue-liner Karl Alzner is one of the most coveted players heading for the 
open market on July 1 and looks like a good complement for Dustin Byfuglien, though the 
expected cost and term required to lock him up probably is going to be too high for the Jets — 
given how much money they already have invested on defence. 
 
The Montreal Canadiens are one of many teams to express interest in Alzner, who has suited 
up in every regular season game for the Capitals during the past six seasons. 
 
CONNOR OFFERS ADVICE 
Kyle Connor is only two years removed from being a first-round pick of the Jets and he was 
quick to offer a few words of advice to 2017 selection Kristian Vesalainen. 
 
“I talked to him a bit when I first saw him at the hotel and met each other,” said Connor. “I was 
out there on a line with him, (doing) some drills. He’s a great player, a big strong boy and he’s 
going to be a good player for the Jets.” 
 
Jack Roslovic, who also was chosen by the Jets in the first round of the 2015 NHL draft, 
enjoyed watching Vesalainen get picked on Friday in Chicago. 
 
“I remember those days. At the (Jets) draft party, I was watching it and kind of got chills a 
couple of times because it brought back good memories,” said Roslovic. 
 
KEHLER NOT CONTENT 
One of the invitees to Jets development camp who isn’t a draft pick or free agent signing is 
goalie Cole Kehler of Altona. 
 
Following two seasons as a backup in the Western Hockey League with the Kamloops Blazers, 
Kehler spent a season with the Merritt Centennials of the BCHL before joining the Portland 
Winterhawks last season. 
 
Kehler, who turns 20 in December, won the starting job and appeared in a career-high 56 
games with the Winterhawks, posting a record of 32-17-3, with a 3.10 goals-against average 
and .910 save percentage. 
 
The 6-foot-4, 205-pounder is heading into his final season of junior eligibility and wants to play 
pro hockey eventually. 
 
“There’s a limited number of 20-year-old spots available, but I really want to be the go-to guy in 
Portland again. I had a really fun time last year,” said Kehler. “I’m happy to be invited (to 
development camp), but I’m not content with that, I want to make a statement. I’ve chosen to be 
a professional hockey player, that’s the route I want to take. I’m here and want to leave a 
positive statement and good impression on everyone.” 
 
Kehler started playing goalie at a young age, thanks in part to his quick reflexes. 
 
“I can remember in my first year of hockey, it was always who could raise their hand the 
quickest and I was always first,” said Kehler, when asked how he fell in love with the position. “I 



don’t know what it was, I think I just kind of had a little bit of a knack for it growing up and I kind 
of ran with it from there. 
 
“I started working with (Moose goalie coach) Rick St. Croix when I was about eight years old. I 
went to his camps from eight until about 13 years old, so it’s a neat connection now to see Rick 
again. He gets to see what I’m like now when I’m all grown up.” 
 
Speaking of goalies, Jets 2017 sixth-rounder Arvid Holm of Sweden was on the ice Tuesday 
after arriving in Winnipeg following Monday’s session. 
 
SCOUTING SKYLER 
Kehler suited up alongside Jets 2017 seventh-rounder Skyler McKenzie this season and 
provided some praise for his teammate, who put up 42 goals and 84 points in 72 games. 
 
“(The Jets) have got a good player there, that’s for sure,” said Kehler. “He’s relentless on the 
puck and he can definitely finish. Look at his numbers last year. He’s a fast, skilled forward. He 
might be small (listed at five-foot-eight, 161 pounds), but he’s got a big heart and a lot of grit to 
his game.” 
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Jets hand out qualifying offers 
Hellebuyck, Tanev among those who received offers 
 
BY WINNIPEG SUN 
 
The Winnipeg Jets extended qualifying offers to four restricted free agents on Monday. 
 
Connor Hellebuyck, Andrew Copp, JC Lipon and Brandon Tanev were all handed offers, 
according to the team’s Twitter account. 
 
Not included in those offers is Scott Kosmachuk, Ryan Olsen and Quinton Howden. 
 
Kosmachuk was drafted by the Jets in third round, 70th overall in 2012 while Olsen was drafted 
three rounds later, 160th overall in the sixth round. 
 
Howden, a former first-round pick from Oakbank, signed a one-year, two-way contract with the 
Jets last summer. 
 
Howden played most of the season with the Manitoba Moose. In five games with the Jets, 
Howden was held pointless. 
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A tough nut to crack 
Connor, Roslovic face uphill battle to earn full-time spots on Jets roster 
 
By: Mike McIntyre 
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They are coming off impressive rookie campaigns and are knocking at the door for full-time 
work in the greatest hockey league in the world. But the immediate window of opportunity might 
have gotten a bit smaller for Kyle Connor and Jack Roslovic after the Winnipeg Jets emerged 
unscathed from last week’s expansion draft. 
 
General manager Kevin Cheveldayoff managed to swing a pair of deals — first by getting 
defenceman Toby Enstrom to waive his no-trade clause, which allowed him to protect seven 
forwards instead of three, and then by sending the Vegas Golden Knights a higher draft pick 
that prevented them from taking a contracted player off his roster. If not for those moves, the 
Jets were likely to lose a talented forward in either Mathieu Perreault, Adam Lowry or Marko 
Dano. 
 
All of which would have created a coveted job opening Connor and Roslovic would both seem 
well-suited to fill.  
 
"It’s tough. It’s going to be tough, obviously," Roslovic said Tuesday when asked to assess the 
odds of cracking the main roster out of training camp this fall. Both he and Connor are 
participating in their third Jets summer development camp after being selected in the first round 
of the 2015 draft, then turning pro after big seasons in college. 
 
They admit they’ve been keeping an eye on the roster situation in recent weeks. 
 
"As a fan I like to watch that kind of stuff but I don’t really try to do much GM-ing in my house," 
said Roslovic, who led the Manitoba Moose in scoring last season with 13 goals and 35 assists 
in 65 games. He also made his NHL debut by playing one late-season game with the Jets in his 
hometown of Columbus. 
 
"I’m a fan of hockey. I was watching (the expansion draft). It was cool to see Vegas get a team. 
For me, I didn’t really think about (any fallout) that much. I just focus on what I can control, 
getting better and getting stronger in the off-season," Connor said Tuesday. He began last year 
with the Jets but was dispatched to the Moose after scoring one goal and adding three assists in 
19 games. He tore things up in the American Hockey League, scoring 25 times and adding 19 
assists in 52 games. Connor then played in the final game of the year for the Jets, scoring his 
second NHL goal. 
 
It’s possible the Jets could add another forward or two during free agency, which begins 
Saturday. That could create an even bigger logjam up front and ramp up the intensity and 
competition come training camp, which head coach Paul Maurice has repeatedly stated he 
wants to see. 
 
Roslovic said he’s only focusing on what he can control, and his brief stint with the Jets helped 
make that clear. 
 
"Just getting bigger, stronger, faster. It’s a cliché, but I really do need to get better. That one 
game really did help me with preparation for the summer. I got a taste and I got to really see 
what I have to run into for the next hopefully many years," he said. "Whether I’m starting at 
centre or on the wing, I think it’s just being willing to do anything. I’ve got to go in there and work 
hard and see what happens." 
 



Connor said his time in the minors helped change his game last season, with more focus on 
being defensively aware and playing without the puck. He’s working on getting "that extra jump" 
in his step and believes where he ends up will take care of itself. 
 
"I definitely learned a lot as a player, what it takes to play at that level and stay there," he said. "I 
know what I need to do, just come in and have a good camp 
 
Jimmy Roy, the Jets’ co-ordinator of player development, said having Connor and Roslovic on 
the ice this week helps newer prospects within the organization. 
 
"Having those guys back is a real benefit for us. Not only from a leadership role, but for other 
players, just drafted, seeing those players and being able to compare themselves. There’s a big 
value to something like that, having those guys around," said Roy. 
 
Roy said young prospects can quickly be humbled when they come to this sort of camp for the 
first time. 
 
"That’s part of the development process, understanding that OK, you’ve been one of the top 
players on your team, but so has everybody else at this camp," he said. "So it’s recognizing 
where you’re at, what you’re good at, what you need to get better at and actually putting in the 
work." 
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Homegrown goalie ready for takeoff 
Kehler gets opportunity to showcase skills during Jets' development camp 
 
By: Mike McIntyre 
 
He may be the feel-good story of Winnipeg Jets development camp. But Cole Kehler isn’t just 
happy to be here; he’s out to prove he belongs. 
 
The 19-year-old goaltender from Altona is one of eight undrafted players invited by the Jets to 
join their top prospects in the week-long event being held at Bell MTS Iceplex. It’s quite a step 
for the wide-eyed kid whose family has Jets season tickets and who fondly recalls participating 
in the playoff whiteout two years ago as a fan when the Jets took on the Anaheim Ducks. 
 
"It’s just really special for them to notice me and recognize I had a good season and invite me 
here. To be here is such an honour, you know. You see the NHL and for them to recognize you 
as a prospect of that league, that’s something that is very special," Kehler said following 
Tuesday’s session. He’s the only Manitoba product at the camp, as Jets draft pick Jordy Stallard 
(from Brandon) is recovering from shoulder surgery. 
 
"Obviously, I’m very happy to be invited. But I don’t want to be content with that. I want to make 
a statement. Obviously, I’ve chosen to be a professional hockey player, that’s the route I want to 
take. I’m here and want to leave a good impression on everyone," he said. 
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Kehler spent last season with the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League. He 
started the year as a backup, but eventually took over the starting role, appearing in 56 games. 
He had a 32-17-3 record along with a 3.10 goals-against average and .910 save percentage. 
 
"I came into Portland and didn’t really know what to expect. I just kind of ran with it and got the 
job from there," said Kehler, who spent the previous season playing Junior A in B.C. with the 
Merritt Centennials. 
 
Kehler laughed as he described attending Rick St. Croix’s goalie camps for five years, 
beginning when he was just eight, because there was St. Croix — currently the goalie coach of 
the Manitoba Moose — on the ice with him Tuesday. 
 
"It’s kind of a neat connection to have, seeing Rick again. And he kinda gets to see what I’m like 
when I’m all grown up," he said. 
 
Kehler said he plans to be a sponge this week and soak in every bit of advice he can, then use 
that when he returns to camp this fall with Portland in what will be his final year of junior 
eligibility. 
 
"I really want to be the go-to guy in Portland again. I think we’re going to have a good shot at 
making a run for the Memorial Cup," he said. 
 
"I can take this experience and maybe try to be a bit of a leader as I will be a bit of an older guy 
there. Just try to grab every ounce of knowledge I can from everybody here. Just learn as much 
as possible and try to make that next step." 
 
Exactly what that step will be remains to be seen. Kehler hopes to open some eyes this week 
and eventually turn that into a free-agent contract with an organization down the road. 
 
There are a few familiar faces on the ice with him during development camp, including Portland 
teammate Skyler McKenzie, who the Jets just selected with their seventh-round pick last 
weekend in Chicago. 
 
The 5-8 McKenzie had 42 goals and 42 assists last year with the Winterhawks. 
 
"They’ve got a good player there for sure. He’s relentless on the puck. He’s a fast, skilled 
forward. He might be small, but he’s got a big heart and a lot of grit to his game. 
 
"He’s definitely a very good hockey player," Kehler said. 
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Jets exploring goaltending options 
 
With their goalie woes last season, and a number of viable options in free agency, the Winnipeg 
Jets are exploring a few available goaltenders. The TH panel also looks at Radim Vrbata, who is 
garnering interest across the NHL. 
 

http://www.tsn.ca/nhl/video/jets-exploring-goaltending-options~1155879


Sportsnet.ca 
 
http://www.sportsnet.ca/hockey/nhl/30-thoughts-trade-value-first-round-pick/ 
 

30 Thoughts: What is the trade value of a first-round pick? 
 
By Elliotte Friedman 
 
11. Goalie market: there is a lot of expectation of Ryan Miller to Anaheim for approximately $1 
million, although I’m not sure if bonuses will be added to that. It makes a lot of sense. Winnipeg 
has Eric Comrie in the AHL, but the Jets are looking for a veteran to pair with Connor 
Hellebuyck — which indicates Brian Elliott or Steve Mason. Los Angeles appears ready to have 
Jack Campbell as Jonathan Quick’s backup. And I think Mike Condon’s received a few calls, as 
teams weren’t sure he’d be available. 
 
12. On the blue line: the Rangers and Brendan Smith appear headed towards a deal. I never 
really sensed Calgary and Michael Stone were that close, so he’s likely headed to the market. 
There seems to be quite a bit of interest in Trevor Daley. It’s believed at least two Canadian 
teams — Ottawa and Winnipeg — are looking at Dmitry Kulikov as a left-handed option. He 
played for Guy Boucher in junior, and there’s no way last year is a true indication of his play. 
Karl Alzner will be an interesting one. One team indicated the price may be between $4-$5 
million, and that gives him more options. And a few teams are curious to see if Buffalo makes 
the biggest pitch for Kevin Shattenkirk. 
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Connor, Roslovic looking to make impression at development camp 
2015 first-round picks gained NHL experience last season 
 
by Mitchell Clinton @MClinton007 / WinnipegJets.com 
 
As first round draft picks in 2015, Kyle Connor and Jack Roslovic are taking part in their third 
Winnipeg Jets Development Camp this week. 
 
But that doesn't mean they're not trying to make an impression, especially with Jets head coach 
Paul Maurice and his staff running practices. 
 
"It's a good way to put your name down, another footprint, and any chance you get to put your 
foot down and get a footprint even more, it's nice," said Roslovic. "They're familiar with us and 
our game, but once again, every opportunity you get is an opportunity to shine (brighter) in their 
eyes." 
 
The 20-year-old Roslovic accumulated 13 goals and 48 points with the Manitoba Moose last 
season, and got his first taste of NHL action in his hometown of Columbus on Apr. 6. 
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Connor started the season with the Jets and notched his first NHL goal in a 4-1 win over the 
Dallas Stars on Oct. 27. He was re-assigned to the Moose after 19 games, and scored 25 goals 
and 44 points in 52 games at that level. 
 
That performance earned him a recall for the game of the regular season against Nashville. The 
20-year-old left-winger scored to tie the game in the third period, a game the Jets eventually 
won 2-1. 
 
"That was really good. I was working really hard down wit the Moose and trying to implement a 
lot of stuff into my game," said Connor. "Just being harder on the puck, getting after it, and 
staying on the puck more. To come and see that translate into the last game of the year, that 
was good to see." 
 
The two players pushed each other to the point that they finished in the top two spots in Moose 
scoring. Roslovic believes that push helped both players continue to improve, and ultimately 
earn the recall they coveted. 
 
"When he came down, he did a great job for me, helping push the pace. I kind of looked up to 
him, and he looked up to me," Roslovic said. "We took bits and pieces of each other's games 
and tried to make each other stronger, because hopefully we'll be together for many years." 
 
Player Development Coordinator Jimmy Roy says having Connor and Roslovic on the ice for 
camp this week at Bell MTS Iceplex is a huge benefit to the organization, and to the players who 
are skating here for the first time. 
 
"Not only from a leadership role, but from other players, drafted players and seeing those 
players, and being able to compare themselves. 'This guy played in the American League, this 
guy played 20 games in the NHL,' there is a big value to having those guys around," said Roy. 
"So maybe it's not necessarily leadership in vocal or taking guys under their wing, it's just their 
presence has some leadership to it." 
 
HOMETOWN BOY 
Altona, MB native Cole Kehler is one of three goaltenders to get an invitation to this week's 
Development Camp. 
 
After a stellar season with the WHL's Portland Winterhawks where he compiled a 32-17-3 
record and a 0.910 save percentage, the 19-year-old is excited to be on the ice with the 
organization he's watched since he was 13. 
 
"My family got season tickets, and I got to see the team play. I went to the playoff games a 
couple years ago against the Ducks," said Kehler. "It's just really special for them to notice me 
and recognize that I had a good season and invite me here." 
 
Kehler does see some familiar faces this week. He went to Moose goaltending coach Rick St. 
Croix's goaltending camps every year between the ages of eight and 13, and also was a 
teammate of 2017 seventh round pick Skyler McKenzie in Portland. 
 
"Skyler is relentless on the puck. He can definitely finish," Kehler said of McKenzie's 42-goal 
season with the Winterhawks. "He's a fast, skilled forward. He might be small, but he's got a big 
heart, but he's got a lot of grit to his game. He's a very good hockey player." 
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DEV CAMP | Jimmy Roy   
 
Player development coordinator, Jimmy Roy, talks about this year's development camp and 
what he's seen so far from the group 
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DEV CAMP | Cole Kehler 
 
Development Camp invitee, Cole Kehler, talks about his opportunity to make an impression with 
his hometown NHL team 
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DEV CAMP | Kyle Connor 
 
2015 first-round selection Kyle Connor talks about his summer plans and how he can build off of 
his 2016-17 season 
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DEV CAMP | Jack Roslovic 
 
2015 first-round pick Jack Roslovic reflects on his 2016-17 season and discusses his 
experiences at Winnipeg Jets Development Camp 
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