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Jets may covet goalie Elliott but there could be other suitors 
 
BY SCOTT BILECK, WINNIPEG SUN 
 
The agent for pending unrestricted free agent goalie Brian Elliott says there are a number of 
teams interested in his client’s services. 
 
But Kurt Overhardt of KO Sports Inc. said on Monday he couldn’t comment if the Winnipeg Jets 
were one of those clubs, just days before opening of free agency in the National Hockey 
League. 
 
Elliott has been considered an option for the Jets for several weeks now and resurfaced in 
Winnipeg again on Monday morning following a report from TSN 1290’s Rick Ralph that Elliott 
was making tentative accommodations in town. Elliott is one of several goalies the Jets could be 
interested in signing as an insurance plan after an up-and-down year from the incumbent No. 1, 
Connor Hellebuyck. 
 
Elliott, 32, is coming off a 26-win season where he helped the Calgary Flames to a playoff spot. 
Elliott, a two-time NHL all-star, sported a .910 save percentage and two shutouts in 49 
appearances in the Flames’ crease. 
 
The Newmarket, Ont., product was drafted in the ninth round, 291st overall by the Ottawa 
Senators in 2003. 
 
NHL teams have been allowed to talk to pending free agents since Sunday, but aren’t allowed 
to sign them until Canada Day. 
 
LEMIEUX FIGHTING FOR SPOT 
Brendan Lemieux says he’ll be fighting for a job on the Jets roster this fall, and if there isn’t one, 
he’s going to create one. 
 
“I think there are jobs, I really believe that this year,” Lemieux said. “If there isn’t one, I plan on 
making one. It’s not really an option this year for me. I just really want to go in and make my 
mark.” 
 
Lemieux, 21, hit the ice on Monday, four months removed from a season-ending leg injury, one 
that capped a frustrating year for the first-year pro. 
 
Lemieux said the goal last season was to never play in the American Hockey League with the 
Manitoba Moose, but he said he’s grateful now to have had the chance to make his mistakes in 
the minors. 
 
“That’s kind of how I took it (being sent down), I was able to do some things and make some 
changes in my game and now, moving forward, I want to be able to not get rid of those and 
implement the style of game I have up today,” Lemieux said. 
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Lemieux said he has made some big changes, including shedding some pounds so he can 
become a quicker player on the ice. 
 
“I’m only a few months in, but it’s starting to show,” he said. “It’s exciting to see it turning in the 
right direction and (Monday) kind of re-affirmed that for me. 
 
“Last year, physically I felt strong enough hand mature enough but I didn’t feel I had that 
quickness that I need to have. While all that’s been going on, I feel that my strength has gotten 
even better.” 
 
POOLMAN ON TRACK 
Tucker Poolman continues to rehab from bilateral shoulder surgery, but says his recovering is 
going to plan. 
 
Poolman, who signed a one-year entry-level contract with the Jets back in March, had his 
second surgery in the third week of April and said he’s only begun to grip a stick. 
 
Poolman, 24, hasn’t skated since narrowly missing the NCAA’s Final Four with the University of 
North Dakota Fighting Hawks, falling 4-3 in double overtime of the NCAA West Regional 
semifinals to Boston University at the end of March. 
 
“It’s a slow process but in a month here, I should be able to get on the ice and start progressing 
from there,” Poolman said. 
 
Poolman said he has mostly done shoulder work while he maintains his lower-body strength. 
 
“Just range of motion things and some strength exercises,” he said. “That’s about it. Nothing too 
crazy.” 
 
Poolman was named National College Hockey Conference Defensive Defenceman of the Year 
this past season and was also handed All-NCHC First Team and All-NCHC Tournament Team 
honours. 
 
QUALIFYING OFFERS 
The Jets extended qualifying offers to four restricted free agents on Monday. 
 
Goaltender Hellebuyck, defenceman JC Lipon and forwards Andrew Copp and Brandon Tanev 
were handed offers, according to the team’s Twitter account. 
 
Not included in those offers is Scott Kosmachuk, Ryan Olsen and Quinton Howden, making 
them unrestricted free agents come July 1. 
 
Kosmachuk was drafted by the Jets in third round, 70th overall in 2012 while Olsen was drafted 
three rounds later, 160th overall in the sixth round. 
 
Howden, a former first-round pick from Oakbank, signed a one-year, two-way contract with the 
Jets last summer. 
 
Howden played most of the season with the Moose, scoring 13 goals and adding 11 helpers in 
58 games. In five games with the Jets, Howden was held pointless. 
 



headed to free agency 
 
Former Winnipeg Jets forward Alexander Burmistrov will also hit the free agent market after the 
Arizona Coyotes didn’t extend him a qualifying offer on Monday. 
 
Burmistrov, who played parts of five seasons in with the Jets organization after being drafted 
eighth overall in the 2010 NHL Draft, was claimed off waivers by the Coyotes on New Years 
Day after registering just two assists in 23 games this past season in Winnipeg. 
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Hectic few days behind him, Vesalainen arrives in Winnipeg 
Jets first-rounder taking on learning process 
 
BY SCOTT BILLECK, WINNIPEG SUN 
 
Kristian Vesalainen didn’t know much about Winnipeg before the Jets selected him in the first-
round of the 2017 NHL Draft this past weekend. 
 
But what he said he did know might be the most important thing for himself and his future. 
 
“I know they do a good job with the younger players,” Vesalainen said shortly after his first on-
ice workout with his new team. “I’ve heard pretty good stuff that it’s a good organization.” 
 
And like so many new to the city, he’s heard about its reputation. 
 
“It’s small city, it’s cold in the winter,” he said with a smile. 
 
It’s been a whirlwind past 72 hours for the 18-year-old Helsinki product. Vesalainen admits he 
was surprised to hear his named called by the Jets on Friday night. He remembers having two 
or three interviews with the club, and said he felt they went well. 
 
“It’s been pretty hectic, actually, but it’s been fun. I’ve liked it.” he said. “After the draft, I didn’t 
know what to do. A lot of new things going on. It was hectic.” 
 
Now, he’s living out of a suitcase in a Winnipeg hotel. His parents and his girlfriend, whom all 
attended the draft, left for Finland on Saturday and he arrived in Winnipeg on Sunday, just in 
time for a meal with his fellow prospects. 
 
And while that might be jarring for some, Vesalainen, who played 36 games for Frolunda HC of 
the Swedish Hockey League last year, has had a bit of an easier time adjusting. 
 
“I learned a lot in Sweden,” he said. “I lived alone there so I had to have food for myself and 
stuff. I think I’m much more of a man than when I went there. 
 
“It’s tough. You have a lot of games and it’s tough to play with the men’s team. It’s more difficult 
than playing with your own age.” 
 
Among his peers, Vesalinen has shown what a dangerous player he can be. 
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During the 2017 World U-18 Championship in Slovakia this past spring, Vesalainen helped his 
native Finland to a silver medal finish, where he topped the scoring charts with six goals and 
seven assists in seven games, claiming honours as the tournament’s most valuable player. 
 
Like fellow Finn forward Patrik Laine, who came to Winnipeg via the second overall pick in the 
first round in 2016, the pressures that come with a high pick haven’t seemed to phased 
Vesalainen. 
 
“No, I don’t feel any pressure,” he said. 
 
That’s something that will serve him well, especially if he wants to model his game after 
Pittsburgh Penguins superstar power forward Evgeni Malkin. 
 
“I think he has every tool to do everything,” Vesalainen said. “He has good skating. He can 
score. He can be physical also. I want to also be a guy can do a lot.” 
 
The scouting report on Vesalainen suggests he has those qualities, including size, which helped 
Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff pull the trigger on him at the NHL Draft this past 
weekend. 
 
“He’s a big, powerful player,” Cheveldayoff said. “When you get a chance to get a guy who can 
skate, can go up and down the wings and make plays like he can, you like that opportunity. 
 
“I had an opportunity to see him play personally at the U-18 world championship and he was 
one of the players that really jumped out at you there. Big body, will go to the net and will do a 
lot of the things that will really accent the roster that we have right now.” 
 
While he has great size for evergreen prospect, Vesalainen expects to get bigger in his own 
skin. 
 
“I want to gain weight and do a little more explosive gym things and work on (my) core,” he said, 
nothing he’ll spend his summer in Finland working with a personal trainer. 
 
Stanley healthy after 'tough' season 
 
Logan Stanley’s was among the tired, flushed faces worn by several Winnipeg Jets after they 
were put through their paces on the first day of Winnipeg Jets development camp Monday. 
 
“This is the day everyone dreads,” Stanley said. “The new guys come in and ask questions 
about it and you say it’s tough, it’s tough. But you just got to get through it and just work as hard 
as you can.” 
 
‘Tough’ is a word Stanley has used quite a bit over the past season. 
 
His third year with the Windsor Spitfires was derailed in January after going down with a knee 
injury. 
 
“It was a tough year for me,” he said. “Tough to play 30 games and sit out half the year.” 
 



The man the Jets traded up to nab 18th overall in the 2016 NHL Draft eventually got healthy, 
and just in time for a run at the Memorial Cup as hosts. 
 
"The Memorial Cup, for being off for four months, I thought I handled myself pretty well and 
helped the team win,” Stanley said. 
 
The Spitfires beat the Ontario Hockey League champion Erie Otters 4-3 in the championship 
game. 
 
"It’s awesome. You learn how to win and what it takes as a team game,” Stanley said. 
“Everyone’s got to contribute and you just got to trust your process. We had a great system in 
place that the coaches gave us. I think we followed it pretty much to a tee and it worked out.” 
 
And the knee? 
 
“The knee held up awesome and I didn’t even notice it,” he said. 
 
Healthy, Stanley is now focusing hard on one part of his development this summer: speed. 
 
“That’s a big thing this summer I want to work on coming into training camp in September,” he 
said. “Right now just keep getting stronger and more explosive in the gym and it will translate on 
the ice.” 
 
-- Billeck 
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Jets hand out qualifying offers 
Hellebuyck, Tanev among those who received offers 
 
BY WINNIPEG SUN 
 
The Winnipeg Jets extended qualifying offers to four restricted free agents on Monday. 
 
Connor Hellebuyck, Andrew Copp, JC Lipon and Brandon Tanev were all handed offers, 
according to the team’s Twitter account. 
 
Not included in those offers is Scott Kosmachuk, Ryan Olsen and Quinton Howden. 
 
Kosmachuk was drafted by the Jets in third round, 70th overall in 2012 while Olsen was drafted 
three rounds later, 160th overall in the sixth round. 
 
Howden, a former first-round pick from Oakbank, signed a one-year, two-way contract with the 
Jets last summer. 
 
Howden played most of the season with the Manitoba Moose. In five games with the Jets, 
Howden was held pointless. 
 
http://www.winnipegsun.com/2017/06/26/selanne-headed-to-hall 
 

http://www.winnipegsun.com/2017/06/26/jets-hand-out-qualifying-offers
http://www.winnipegsun.com/2017/06/26/selanne-headed-to-hall


Selanne headed to Hall 
Jets great into Hall of Fame on first try 
 
BY LANCE HORNBY 
 
The Finnish Flash will light up the Hockey Hall Of Fame. 
 
Teemu Selanne was the lock to be named among the 2017 inductees voted in Monday 
afternoon in his first year of eligibility, joined by three players who had been on the waiting list, 
Paul Kariya, Dave Andreychuk and Mark Recchi. 
 
Canadian national women world and Olympic champion Danielle Goyette rounded out the 
player category. Two builders were also added, long-time Boston Bruins owner Jeremy Jacobs 
and Canadian University coaching legend Clare Drake, who ran the University of Alberta 
program. 
 
The 18-person selection committee of former players and executives, as well as media and 
administrators of the game in North America and Europe, met for four hours Monday in Toronto. 
Only they could put names forward for consideration, but a 75% majority of votes were needed 
for induction. Among first-year eligibles who didn’t make it was Ottawa Senators captain Daniel 
Alfredsson. 
 
Selanne is the second Finn in the Hall after Jari Kurri, with bronze and silver medals for his 
country in Olympic play. 
 
“I was waiting for that phone call today, but you never know,” Selanne told TSN. “I wasn’t going 
to (tie up) my phone making calls. This is an amazing feeling.” 
 
Selanne scored 76 goals in 1992-93, when he was the Calder Trophy winner, but he attained a 
total of only 71 the next three seasons in Winnipeg, as obstruction took hold and one season 
was halved by a lockout. But he’d twice reach 50 in Anaheim and a 47-goal year in ‘98-99 made 
him the first winner of the Rocket Richard Trophy. Including three seasons with San Jose and 
one with Colorado, he played 1,451 regular season games with 684 goals, putting him 11th all 
time in the latter category. 
 
Selanne was drafted 10th overall in 1988 from the club team Jokerit, a very good draft class that 
was preceded by Mike Modano first overall, Trevor Linden second, Jeremy Roenick eighth and 
Rod Brind’Amour ninth. 
 
Recchi is fourth in NHL games played with 1,652 and ranked 20th in goals at 601. Kariya was a 
teammate of Selanne’s in Anaheim, who fought injuries and a trap-happy NHL in his time. He 
had 989 points in 989 games. Andreychuk was a power play specialist who had a good touch in 
close in his 20 years and amassed 640 goals. 
 
The Hall induction ceremony will be in November. 
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Whirlwind weekend lands young Finn in Winnipeg 
 
By: Mike McIntyre 
 
It has been a dizzying few days for Kristian Vesalainen. The Finnish teenager has gone from 
having no idea where his hockey journey would take him to being the star attraction on the 
opening day of Winnipeg Jets development camp. 
 
No pressure, kid. 
 
"It's been pretty hectic, actually. But it's been fun," a smiling Vesalainen, 18, said Monday after 
skating with fellow Jets prospects for the first time at the Bell MTS Iceplex. "After the draft, I 
didn’t know what to do. A lot of new things going on. It was hectic. I think that it’s pretty cool it all 
happened so quick, so you don’t have to think as much." 
 
He heard his name called out Friday in Chicago as the 24th-overall pick in the NHL draft, spent 
a couple days celebrating with family members who'd joined him, then flew into Winnipeg on 
Sunday to get settled into a hotel for the week and acclimatized with his surroundings before 
hitting the ice for fitness testing. 
 
"I knew it was going to be a little tough but it was actually really tough the first day," he said. "I 
haven’t been on the ice since the under-18 tournament, so it was pretty cool to also be on the 
ice. 
 
His size and big stride on the ice were noticeable Monday as players were put through a series 
of on-ice tests. Development camp will continue through the week, culminating in a scrimmage 
on Friday. 
 
"I’m bringing good energy, a big guy who can skate, who can score also and (get) points," he 
said when asked to describe his game. He points to Pittsburgh Penguins superstar Evgeni 
Malkin as someone he tries to emulate on the ice. 
 
"I think he has every tool to do everything. He has good skating, he can score, he can be 
physical, also. I want to also be a guy who can do a lot," he said. 
 
Vesalainen hasn't yet spoke with countrymen and Jets players Patrik Laine or Joel Armia but 
said there's an instant comfort coming to an organization with some fellow Finns. He's also tried 
to get a crash course on Winnipeg — both the city and the organization. 
 
"I know they do a good job with the younger players. I’ve heard pretty good stuff that it’s a good 
organization" he said. "It’s small city, it’s cold in the winter." 
 
Vesalainen said he will try to take in as much as he can this week before returing to Finland. 
 
"I'm trying to (get to know) every guy in the Jets organization and just get along with the guys 
and just work hard," he said. "The whole family said to enjoy the moment, take everything from 
here and try to learn as much as you can." 
 



He will continue working with a personal trainer in Finland this summer before returning to the 
city for the Young Stars tournament and full training camp in September. 
 
"I want to gain weight and do a little more explosive gym things and work on (my) core," said 
Vesalainen, who split his time last season with Frolunda in the Swedish Hockey League and the 
J20 SuperElit League. He also played a portion of the season with HPK of Liiga in Finland. 
 
As a teenager playing against men, Vesalainen said it forced him to grow up — both on the ice 
and off it — rather quickly. 
 
"It’s tough. You have a lot of games and it’s tough to play with the men’s team. It’s more difficult 
than playing with your own age," he said. "I learned a lot in Sweden. I lived alone there, so I had 
to have food for myself and stuff. I think I’m much more of a man than when I went there." 
 
No doubt this week in Winnipeg will be another big step in his development. 
 
*** 
 
Tucker Poolman would love to be on the ice, getting acquainted with his new surroundings. 
Instead, the talented defenceman is an observer at development camp this week as he recovers 
from double shoulder surgery that came after his college career ended in spring with the 
University of North Dakota. 
 
Poolman, 24, said he remains on schedule with his rehabilitation. His surgeries were done three 
weeks apart — in late March and mid-April — and came with a four-to-six month recovery 
estimate. He's now doing range-of-motion exercises and just began to pick up a stick. 
 
"It's a slow process but in a month here I should be able to get on the ice and start progressing 
from there," said Poolman. He knows an opportunity awaits to compete for a job on the blue line 
but said he's trying not to get ahead of himself. 
 
"I'm pretty excited about it. But first things first, take care of my body and make sure I'm good to 
go. My plan is to try and get as healthy as I can and see what happens in the fall," he said. 
 
*** 
 
Defenceman Logan Stanley admits he's still on a bit of a high after capturing the Memorial Cup 
last month with his Windsor teammates. But now it's back to business for the 2016 first-round 
pick of the Jets. 
 
"There's still lots of congratulations going on. It was a fun time, but gotta move on at some time I 
think," Stanley, 19, said. His year was cut short by a knee injury that required surgery, but he 
was able to recover in time to win the junior hockey championship. He now feels 100 per cent 
healthy and said he's been working on improving his speed — not the easiest thing to do when 
you're 6-7. 
 
"That's a big thing this summer I want to work on, and coming into training camp in September. 
Right now, just to keep getting stronger and more explosive in the gym and it will translate on 
the ice," said Stanley, who is likely headed back to junior next season. 
 
*** 



 
The Jets made a handful of roster decisions on Monday, just prior to the deadline regarding 
restricted free agents. The Jets extended qualifying offers to goaltender Connor Hellebuyck and 
forwards Andrew Copp, Brandon Tanev and JC Lipon, meaning the club retains their rights. 
 
However, the Jets declined to qualify forwards Quinton Howden, Scott Kosmachuk and Ryan 
Olsen. All three will now become unrestricted free agents, free to sign with any organization as 
of July 1. They join the other UFAs from the Jets including goalie Ondrej Pavelec, forward 
Anthony Peluso and defencemen Paul Postma, Brian Strait and Brenden Kichton. 
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Lemieux looking to be a lean, mean agitation machine 
 
By: Mike McIntyre 
 
He may be getting leaner. But Brendan Lemieux says he definitely won't be getting any less 
meaner as he prepares to fight for a job with the Winnipeg Jets. 
 
Lemieux, 21, is one of the more interesting players on the ice this week at development camp. 
This is already his third with Winnipeg — and fourth overall after starting his career as a Buffalo 
draft pick — which practically makes him a veteran out there compared to all the fresh-faced 
rookies. 
 
Lemieux also has a full season of pro hockey under his belt, albeit one that was interrupted 
twice by injury. He suffered a broken foot last fall in the Jets Young Stars tournament in British 
Columbia, then broke the foot again in March, which ended his season with the Manitoba 
Moose. He's now recovered and back to skating, showing no ill effects on the ice Monday at the 
Bell MTS Iceplex. 
 
"I've made some big changes in my training and am really happy with where I'm at right now. 
I've tried to get a little bit lighter. I've never really had an issue not being lean, but I've gotten a 
bit leaner. I just want to try and be a little quicker and lighter, not as bulky and as big as I have 
been in the past. Last year I felt I didn't have that quickness that I need to have," said Lemieux, 
who ended up with 12 goals, seven assists and 120 penalty minutes in 61 American Hockey 
League games. 
 
He credits Winnipeg Jets legend Dale Hawerchuk, who coached him in junior in Barrie, with 
helping to change his mindset. 
 
"He always said guys that aren't willing to change aren't going to get anywhere," said Lemieux. 
"I definitely knew that going big, going strong and going tough wasn't really the direction the 
game was going. So getting lighter, getting faster, being quicker is kind of the direction I'm 
going. The part of my game that's hard to play against is never going to go anywhere." 
 
That's potentially good news for an organization that would love to have a professional shift 
disturber such as Lemieux fill a bottom-six role. Lemieux, the son of former NHL star and 
agitator extraordinaire Claude Lemieux, is certainly not lacking in confidence as he assesses his 
chances of pushing for work with the Jets this fall. 
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"I think there are jobs. I really believe that this year. And if there isn't one I plan on making one," 
said Lemieux. "I want to come in with the mindset I'm not going to take no for an answer and 
really stick my foot in the door. Whatever comes after that, I'll learn from it and roll with, but just 
really having that attitude I belong in the league and really want to stay." 
 
Lemieux said he watched plenty of NHL playoff action this spring as physical players such as 
the Anaheim Ducks' Nick Ritchie and the Edmonton Oilers' Zack Kassian made an impact. 
 
"There's room in the game still for guys that play physical and guys that are hard to play against, 
especially in the NHL," said Lemieux. "I'm sure that's what we want to do here and be really 
hard to play against." 
 
Global Winnipeg 
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‘It was really tough’ Difficult day one of development camp for Winnipeg Jets 
prospects 
 
By Russ Hobson 
 
WINNIPEG – They skated, skated, and skated some more. 
 
The Winnipeg Jets top prospects, including their recent draft picks, were put through some 
rigorous on-ice testing to kick off the 5-day development camp. There were no pucks to be 
found as first round draft choice and 24th overall pick Kristian Vesalainen got a small taste of 
what to expect at the NHL level. 
 
“Actually I knew that it was going to be a little tough.” Vesalainen said. “But yeah, it was really 
tough the first day, so I haven’t been on ice since the under-18 tournament, so it was pretty 
cool.” 
 
For the 18-year-old, lacing them up against men is nothing new after playing professionally in 
Europe in parts of the last two seasons. 
 
“Obviously it’s tough to play with men’s team.” said Vesalainen. “I’ve learned a lot when I was in 
Sweden. I lived alone there, so I have to (get) food for myself and that kind of stuff. So I think 
I’m much more of a man when I went there.” 
 
Vesalainen admitted he was a little surprised when the Jets called his name at the NHL Draft 
and he really didn’t know a whole lot about the city or the organization. 
 
“I know that they have done a pretty good job with their younger players.” Vesalainen said. 
“Small city, but cold in the winters.” 
 
Vesalainen models his game after Evgeni Malkin, but grew up a fan of Teemu Selanne. And he 
already knows Jets forward and fellow countryman Patrik Laine. 
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“I played with him once on the international team.” he said. 
 
Not everyone attending this week’s development camp will be on the ice. Defenceman Tucker 
Poolman is still recovering after the 24-year-old had both his shoulders surgically repaired in the 
last couple months. 
 
“From where I’m at, I think the doctors told me four to six months, so pretty broad scope.” 
Poolman said. “Too early to tell right now, but I’m happy with it so far.” 
 
One other player was missing on Monday. The Jets are still awaiting the arrival of sixth round 
draft pick Arvid Holm from Sweden, but the goalie will be on the ice at some point later this 
week. 
 
Jets development camp continues on Tuesday at the Bell MTS Iceplex and concludes with a 
scrimmage on Friday. 
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Vesalainen hits the ice for Jets' development camp 
 
The Winnipeg Jets kicked off their development camp on Wednesday, all eight of their picks 
from last week's draft were in attendance including first round pick Kristian Vesalainen. 
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2017 NHL draft grades 
 
By Corey Pronman Special to ESPN 
 
The 2017 NHL draft has concluded, and now it's time to dissect how each team did. 
 
Each grade is based solely on the picks made, based on my evaluations of the players, and 
does not include any trades or other moves made during the weekend. Total value is the basis 
for the grade. We do not assess a team's alternative options at a slot, or their fit into an 
organization, in this grade. 
 
Some other trends of note from this year's draft: 
 
1. A number of older players were picked early this year. Five of the top 10 picks were late birth 
dates, as well as seven of the top 20. We've found that these types of players tend to be 
overdrafted by NHL teams. 
 
2. We saw numerous top-end prospects from the start of the 2016-17 season fall. My second-, 
third- and eighth-ranked prospects from October barely ended up going in the first round. No. 4 
slid to the midteens; No. 5 went on Day 2, at 50th overall. 
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3. There was a run on centers. Seven of the top 10 and 16 of the 31 first-round picks were 
centers. 
 
On to the grades! 
 
Winnipeg Jets: B 
 
Organizational assessment: The Jets got very good value in acquiring Kristian Vesalainen 
where they did, as he is a dynamic talent on the wing, leading to yet another quality draft class. 
On Day 2, I liked the Dylan Samberg and Santeri Virtanen selections, and while I'm not as high 
on Johnathan Kovacevic, I can see the argument for grabbing him there. The Jets targeted skill 
and upside, and while I may have redirected some of those picks, I think Jets fans should be 
satisfied with the results. 
 
First-round pick: Vesalainen split time between the SHL and Liiga as he struggled to establish 
himself at either level as a 17-year-old, but he ended his season on a strong note, as he was 
named the MVP of the IIHF under-18 championship. His poor regular season aside, he has a lot 
of promise as an NHL prospect. Players his size who can jet as well as he does are hard to find. 
He's a player whose speed makes him incredibly dangerous, given his long wingspan, and he 
has great puck skills. He won't be a premier playmaker but is able to generate quite a bit of 
offense from his creativity, speed and ability to drive the high-percentage areas. His game 
needs to round out a lot, though. He isn't that great defensively, and though he can play a 
power game, he needs to work on being more consistent in loose puck battles. 
 
Notable Day 2 picks: Samberg measures 6-foot-3, and while he's not an elite skater, he moves 
quite competently for such a big man. He's able to get up into a rush and stay with his checks. 
He closes his gaps quickly and is very physical, often making stops by finishing with the body. 
He's already quite strong for a player his age. I don't think his puck skills are great, but they're 
about average, and he can make the occasional skill play. Virtanen is a solid two-way forward, 
and is often one of his team's better penalty killers. He can be a short-handed scoring threat 
thanks to his solid puck skills, and makes good, quick decisions on the ice. While he can make 
plays to teammates, Virtanen is more at home getting pucks and himself to the net. 
 
Kovacevic moves the puck well, producing solid numbers for a 19-year-old in college. He has 
decent skill and skating ability for a guy his size. 
 
TSN 1290 (AUDIO LINKS) 

 
http://www.tsn.ca/radio/winnipeg-1290/hiitela-vesalainen-a-good-two-way-player-that-needs-
time-to-mature-1.789514 
 

Hiitela: Vesalainen a good two-way player that needs time to mature 
 
Juha Hiitela of Iltasanomat joins the Afternoon Ride to discuss the two Winnipeg Jets Finnish 
draftees in Kristian Vesalainen & Santeri Virtanen, and explains why Teemu Selanne was a 
slam dunk for the Hockey Hall of Fame. 
 
www.winnipegjets.com 
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On-ice testing greets prospects on Day 1 of development camp 
All 2017 draft picks in attendance for first skate 
 
by Mitchell Clinton @MClinton007 / WinnipegJets.com 
 
Welcome to Winnipeg. 
 
All eight selections from the 2017 NHL Draft got their first impression of Winnipeg today, as the 
prospects performed on-ice testing at Bell MTS Iceplex on day one of Development Camp - with 
fans in the stands watching every stride. 
 
"I knew it was going to be a little tough, but it was really tough the first day," said Kristian 
Vesalainen on the toll the testing took on Monday. "I'll try and get to know everyone in the Jets 
organization, and just get along with the guys, and work hard." 
 
Vesalainen was selected 24th overall on Friday night in Chicago, and got to share that moment 
with his family and girlfriend, who traveled from Finland to see the 18-year-old's future take 
shape. 
 
Now though, his family is back in Helsinki, and he's in Winnipeg experiencing his first camp. But 
he says he hasn't had much time to think, as the first activity got underway mere hours after he 
landed in the Manitoba capital around 3 pm CT. 
 
"I think that's pretty cool how it all happened so quick, you don't have to think too much," said 
Vesalainen. "After the draft, I didn't really know what to do, and there were a whole lot of new 
things going on, so it was hectic.... The whole family said to just enjoy the moment and take 
everything from there. Try to learn as much as you can." 
 
POOLMAN ON THE MEND 
Though he won't be taking part in any on-ice activities during this week's Development Camp, 
Tucker Poolman is at Bell MTS Iceplex to take in the off-ice aspects of the camp. 
 
Poolman, a fifth round pick in the 2013 NHL Draft, is still recovering from the bi-lateral shoulder 
surgery procedures he had done at the end of March. 
 
"I think the doctors told me four to six months, so it's a pretty broad scope. I'm happy with it so 
far, and I'm going to continue the next month or two here and see where it takes me," said 
Poolman. "I haven't skated. I just started holding a stick again. It's a slow process. In a month I 
should be able to get on the ice and start progressing from there." 
 
The defenceman signed a one-year entry-level contract on Mar. 30, after his junior season at 
the University of North Dakota came to an end. The 23-year-old tallied 30 points in 38 games in 
2016-17, and was also named National College Hockey Conference Defensive Defenceman of 
the Year, and selected for the All-NCHC First Team and All-NCHC Tournament team. This, after 
winning an NCAA national championship with UND in 2015-16. 
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Poolman says he has a ways to go recovery wise before he'll be ready for training camp in the 
September. 
 
"My plan is to try and get as healthy as I can and see what happens in the fall," said Poolman. "I 
haven't skated. I just started holding a stick again. It's a slow process. In a month I should be 
able to get on the ice and start progressing from there." 
 
BIG CHANGES FOR LEMIEUX 
This week, Brendan Lemieux is taking part in his third development camp with the Jets, and the 
fourth of his young career. 
 
But while the routines at the camp may be similar, Lemieux says he feels much different in this 
camp, thanks to some off-season changes to his training regiment. 
 
"I just tried to get a little bit lighter. I've never had an issue not being lean, but I've gotten a little 
leaner," said Lemieux. "I'm just trying to be a bit quicker, lighter, and work on being more flexible 
and more open. Maybe not as bulky or as big as I have been in the past. So kind of going the 
other direction from what I always thought. 
 
"Last year, physically, I felt strong enough and mature enough, but I didn't feel that I had that 
quickness that I need to have. That's what I've been working on." 
 
The 2016-17 campaign was a "tough" one for the 21-year-old forward, who was injured at the 
Young Stars Classic in Penticton and missed training camp. Then, his American Hockey 
League season with the Manitoba Moose was cut short following another injury, which he 
revealed to be a broken foot, on Mar. 15. 
 
Still, he was able to score 12 goals in 61 games, and says he wants to take on more of a 
leadership role at this week's Development Camp. 
 
"Every time you learn new things about your game and yourself," said Lemieux. "You try to take 
on a little bit more of a leadership role being one of the older guys here. It's nice to know what 
you're walking into for sure." 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--kristian-vesalainen/t-277437442/c-52337703 (VIDEO 
LINK) 
 

DEV CAMP | Kristian Vesalainen   
 
The 24th pick in this past weekend's draft speaks to reporters after arriving in Winnipeg for the 
first time 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--logan-stanley/t-277437442/c-52337603 
 

DEV CAMP | Logan Stanley 
 
2016 first-round pick Logan Stanley reflects on his Memorial Cup win and talks about what he 
hopes to accomplish next year 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--brendan-lemieux/t-277437442/c-52337503 
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DEV CAMP | Brendan Lemieux 
 
Brendan Lemieux reflects on the 2016-17 campaign, and looks ahead to the fall, when he hopes 
to make an impression on the Jets' coaching staff 
 
https://www.nhl.com/jets/video/dev-camp--tucker-poolman/t-277437442/c-52337303 
 

DEV CAMP | Tucker Poolman 
 
Tucker Poolman, who is recovering from bi-lateral shoulder surgery, speaks on Day 1 of Jets 
Development 
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